
MATH 2009     SOPHOMORE SEMINAR    SPRING 2007

Instructor: Dr. B. Landman
Section: 01
Class Time:    Monday 3:20-4:15
Office: 310 Boyd
Office Hours: Monday 1:30-3:15, or by appointment
E-mail:            landman@westga.edu
Phone:  678-839-6489
Textbook: none
Prerequisite:  MATH 1112 or MATH 1113 with a grade of C or higher

Topics:   Problem Solving, applications and importance of mathematics, sub-areas of
mathematics and their interconnectedness, careers in mathematics and
how to prepare for them.

Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to
1. Identify the major areas of mathematics (L5, L6)
2. Communicate various mathematical topics and ideas in written and

oral form (L4)
3. Identify the different career tracks in the mathematical sciences

(L5,L6)
4. Describe the various inter-relationships among the broad areas of

mathematics, and between mathematics and other disciplines (L5,L6)
5. Identify strategies for problem solving, and apply basic mathematical

techniques to solve specific elementary mathematical problems
(L2,L9)

Grading:  Grades will be based on attendance, a presentation, team problem-solving
exercises, and a final exam, according to the following grading scale:

• Attendance                        300 pts
• Problem Solving Project.  100 pts
• Presentation                       200 pts
• Final Exam                         300 pts

Total                                  900 pts

   A: 810 - 900 pts     B: 720 - 809 pts    C:  630 - 719 pts    D: 540 - 629 pts    F: 0-539 pts

Final Exam:  The final exam will be based on material presented in class. It will be
given MONDAY, APRIL 30, from 2:00 to 4:00

Team Problem Solving: Teams of three or four students each will be assigned



mathematical problems to work on (as a team) and to present their
solutions to the class.

Presentation:  Each student will research a mathematical topic and give a short
presentation. Topics will be chosen from a list provided by the instructor.

Academic Honesty:  All assigned work must be done entirely by the student or
students to whom the work has been assigned. Any violation of this will
be considered as academic dishonesty and will result in a grade of F for
the course. Likewise, anyone found being assisted, or assisting another, on
the final exam will receive a grade of F for the course.

Classroom rules:  It is important that every student be able to learn and work in an
atmosphere conducive to learning. Interruptions, excessive noise, or other
potentially distracting behavior should not take place during class time.
The following are not allowed during class time:  cell phones ringing,
beeping, etc. (all cell phones must be off!); eating or drinking; classroom
conversation not relevant to class discussion; sleeping; excessive
tardiness; leaving class early without prior notice to the instructor; any
other disruptive behavior. Violations of these rules will be handled as
follows: (a) 1st or 2nd violation: warning (b) more than 2 violations: student
will be withdrawn from class and receive a W (or WF if after the deadline
for withdrawal without penalty).

Contacting the Instructor:  All students are encouraged to seek out the instructor
whenever they have questions about anything discussed in class or any assignments. I
welcome visits to my office, phone calls, and email correspondence. If you wish to see
me at a time other than my office hours, please make an appointment. To make an
appointment, contact the department secretary (678-839-6489) or let me know via email
or before or after class, and I will make every effort to arrange a time in the next day or
so. For email correspondence, you need to use your “my.westga.edu” account.


