§ Dear Fellow K appans,

¥ My name is Rosalind
! Duplechain. | have been
given the honor of
8 serving as your
¢ president for the 2005-

2006 school year. This
Is my fifth year as a
. Kappan. | have worked
as an educator in Gary, IN, in New York, in
Philadelphia, PA, in New Orleans, LA, in
Chicago, IL, in Vaparaiso, IN, and now in
Carrollton, GA.

Consistent with the mission of Phi Delta
Kappa, | am committed to supporting
education. To this end, the Executive Board
and | are planning to honor quality educators
and administrators from our local community
and to provide quality programs throughout the
year. At our first meeting we honored the
Teacher-of-the-Year for Carrollton City
Schools, Ms. Matilda Strickland, and the
administrator of Carrollton Junior High Schooal,
Dr. David Hicks. Ms. Edna Goble, an educator
and reading specialist for more than 20 years,
spoke to us about teaching reading to at-risk

children. It was truly a worthwhile meeting for
all who attended.

Future meetings are being finalized. To date,
we look forward to sharing a seasona supper
on December 2, 2005, at Dr. Myers home. In
February, we hope to hear from Dr. Gail
Scherer, from the Department of Education,
about Nationa Board Certification and Master
Teacher Programs. In March, we hope to have
a speaker from the Georgia Aquarium share
their plans for educational programs that may
be of interest to educators. In April, we will end
the year with our usual Awards Banquet.

As the president of Phi Delta Kappa, | cannot
express how much your presence at our future
gatherings is needed. In the era of high-stakes-
testing, where better to grow professionally and
to share your concerns and successes than
within your professional fraternity?

| look forward to meeting you. Until then, |
wish you and your students success.

Sincerely,

Rosalind Duplechain, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor, Education



Harry Morgan, the receiver of the PDK West
Georgia Chapter’s 2005 Distinguished Service
Award, is a Professor of Early Childhood
Education, in the Department of Curriculum &
Instruction at the University of West Georgia. The
new Head Start building in Carrollton City
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was named “Harry Morgan Head Start
Center”in honor of Professor Morgan.

Professor Harry Morgan’s most recent book,
published in 2004, is Real Learning: A Bridge
to Cognitive Neuroscience. Morgan® earlier
books include The Learning Community
(1973), in the Sudies of the Person series by
Carl Rogers, Historical Perspectives on the
Education of Black Children (1995);
Cognitive Syles and Classroom Learning
(1997), and The Imagination of Early
Childhood Education (1999).

Professor Morgan® research has appeared in
Social Policy (1980), The Roeper Review
(1996), The Journal of Educational Research
(1995), Research in Middle level Education
(2000), and The Negro Educational Review
(2002).
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In 1859, Elizabeth Peabody met Margarethe
Schurz, the founder of the first German-
language kindergarten in the United States. This
meeting took place at a socia gathering in
Boston. Attending with Ms. Schurz was her
husband and daughter Agathe. As Agathe
socialized with children, Peabody and other
observers praised Schurz for Agathe’'s mature
and enchanting leadership with other children.
Ms. Schurz assured the group that her
daughter’s maturity and leadership qualities
came from what she learned in kindergarten.

This was a new word for Peabody and other
notables at the gathering. Schurz gave such a
vivid description of her kindergarten and its
Friedrich Froebel influence, the portrayal
captured the group’s interest. Peabody
expressed this interest to Schurz, who promised
to send her a copy of Friedrich Froebel’s book,
The Education of Man. Schurz explained that
Froebel was the founder of Kindergartens.
Peabody was captivated by descriptions of
Margarethe Schurz’s kindergarten that she
founded in Wisconsin, and Friedrich Froebel’s
book.

Motivated by the excitement of her newly
discovered kindergarten ideas, in 1860 Elizabeth
Peabody with her sister Mary Mann opened the
first English-speaking kindergarten in the
United States at 15 Pinckney Street, Boston
Massachusetts. The following year, with 30
children in attendance, the Pinckney Street
Kindergarten boasted Peabody and Mary as
teachers, along with ateacher of French and one
of gymnastics. The room had plants and
animals, and this was a place where children
learned to read, write, and draw; all in-keeping
with Froebel’s principles of Mother play, gifts,
and occupations.

By 1864, Elizabeth and Mary were writing and
disseminating information about the
kindergarten movement and, “ Kindergarten -
What Is It?” appeared in the Atlantic Monthly.
In 1864, Mary and Elizabeth published, Moral
Culturein Infancy and A Kindergarten Guide.
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Peabody was starting to envision a larger role
for the ultimate influence of kindergarten.
Kindergarten as an early system of education
and training designed to pass a young
population into the hands of traditional
education was too limiting for Peabody. Well-
run kindergartens, thought Peabody, could
revolutionize the current moribund system of
graded education by infusing it with 1% graders
deeply concerned about humanity.

The United States was a hotbed of conflict
over the Civil War, the extermination of
Native Americans, and the enslavement of
blacks. What can our system of education
contribute to resolutions of these conditions
thought Peabody? Kindergarten could be
more than a mere attachment to the front-end
of an aready poor public educationa system
thought Peabody. Kindergartens could provide
an opportunity to start the education of youth
prior to their indoctrination with religious and
racial hatred.

To head off more bloodshed caused by anti-
davery activism, Peabody intervened when
John Brown and his seventeen anti-slavery
followers were captured at Harper’s Ferry. All
were sentenced to death. Peabody requested an
audience with the governor to plead for a
reprieve for the last two men sentenced to
death. The Governor of Virginia rejected
Peabody’ s request.

Peabody also visited President Lincoln during
the last days of the Civil War. She was
impressed that Lincoln had given her time to
express her concerns. The trip was less than
pleasant when Peabody walked Washington
streets. Here, she witnessed hundreds of black
children, homeless and starving, after being
cast out by plantation owners in retaliation for
the emancipation of families previously held in
Savery.

Peabody was at a crossroad of envisioning a
critical role for kindergarten in growing a
more humane nation; or kindergarten merely
serving as alock-step appendage to alarger



system of poor education. This was at a time
when the basic requirement for public school
teachers was the completion of four years of
grade school. The system of appointing
teachers was so politically corrupt, that at times,
even the modest fourth grade-completion
requirement was set aside.

Peabody, at a low point in her quest for areal
kindergarten, thought that Friedrich Froebel,
“The Master,” could help her design a “true”
kindergarten curriculum; one that enabled
young learners to accept all races and religions
of mankind. Peabody had been inspired from
her understanding of Froebel’s philosophy of
love and gentle guidance, which was prevalent
in his book, The Education of Man.

With a deep desire to develop a real
kindergarten, Peabody longed for a true
understanding of Froebel’s gifts and
occupations. With high hopes, she booked
passage on a ship to Germany, and her first stop
was Berlin.

Her first visit in Berlin was with Baroness von
Marenholz-Buelow, who had been one of
Froebel’ s students selected as a liaison between
kindergartners in Germany and Froebel’s
students in the United States. The Baroness
frequently communicated with an increasing
number of kindergartners in the United States;
especialy those with German roots.
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Peabody’s trip to Germany was an educational
exploration into the origins of the kindergarten
movement. Her meager knowledge of the
movement had come from three primary
sources; her reading of Froebel’s book, reports

by Schurz of her German-language kindergarten
in Wisconsin, and from Peabody's brief
immersion into running a kindergarten in
Boston for one year.

She was ready to admit her mistakes and start
anew. Her relatively short time spent in the
kindergarten movement did not diminish her
vison of young children with kindergarten
experiences becoming a more compassionate
adult population.

Peabody traveled around Europe for over a year;
making friends among kindergartners (a name
for kindergarten teachers at that time),
observing in kindergarten centers, and
encouraging the best trainers and teachers to
come to the United States to teach and
demonstrate Froebel’s kindergarten methods.
These invitations increased trips to the United
States by European kindergartners, giving birth
to Froebel training schools and professional
organizations that resulted in a significant
increase in kindergartens infused with Froebel
curriculum.

By 1890, news of kindergartens had become
widespread in major cites in the United States.
Peabody gave lectures in Chicago, Cleveland,
Detroit, and Milwaukee, attracting supporters,
teachers, and organizers along the way. The
quest for quality childcare created an amost
instant success for kindergartens among the
upper-income classes who wanted more than
mere custodia care for their young.

Newspapers and periodicals were occasionally
critical of kindergartens and published articles
amed at discouraging parents because they
were willing to give up family influences on
their child’'s Christian values to “strangers.”

Overwhelmingly, by 1890, the prevailing idea
promoted in part by newspaper articles, that
kindergarten teachers were well trained in
“scientific’ methods originating in Germany
negated some of the criticisms. By 1900, there
were more that 100 cities in the United States
with public kindergartens located in grade
schools at public expense.
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M. Edna Goble, the author of “Failure is
Not an Option”, joined our meeting on
October 18™. She shared her experiences of
helping children with reading difficulties.
She believes that al children can learn to
read.

Edna Goble developed “Early Detection
Necessary Action,” an outstanding early
intervention program that identifies and
accelerates at-risk readers during their
primary years. The programs developed by
Edna Goble are implemented in school
systems throughout the Southeast, bringing
new excitement to classroom teachers,
gpecial education teachers, parents, and
administrators wherever it has been taught.
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| would like to recommend the following person for membership in the West Georgia Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa

Name:
Home Address:
Business Address:

Home Telephone:

This nominee is (check one): Activein the West GA area
A graduate student at the State University of West Georgia
A faculty member at the State University of West Georgia
Article IV, Section 1 of the by-laws of the West Georgia Chapter of Phi Delta Kappareads: Membersin the

chapter shall be limited to persons of good character who have evidenced achievement and promise of contribution
to the realization of theideals of Phi Delta Kappa: research, service, and leadership.

This nominee meets the qualifications for membership as stated in the by-laws of the chapter.

Member’s Signature: Date:
Member’'s Address: Phone:

The nomination must be approved by the membership committee of this chapter. The Vice President for

membership will notify the prospective members that they have been nominated and approved for membership.

Prospective members must not be notified of their nomination prior to their approval by the membership.
Please return this nomination form to:
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PDK West Georgia Chapter
University of West Georgia

College of Education
Carrollton, GA 30118-5110
Attn; Fengjen Luo

http:/ / coe.westga.edu/ committees/ pdk/




