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POLS 3701/ PLAN 3701 Introduction to Planning
Undergraduate Course
Fall Semester 200

Dr. Mitch Moody, Instructor
Department oPolitical Science and Planning
Universityof West Georgia

Make no little plansThey have not magictostrmé& s bl oo d é
Daniel Burnham, 1907

Class meetingsClasses will medtlondayandWednesday afternoons from 3:80n. to
4:45 p.m. in Roon112 of thePaffordBuilding.

Contacting the instructor: Tentatively, | will have office hours adondaysand
Wednesdayfrom 12:00p.m. t01:30 p.m | am easily reacheda email or phone. £
mail correspondence for the course should be handled th@ugise Den When
necessary | can also be reached at my home officeg485911).

Class webpageMake a practice of frequently checking our class websit€aurse
Den Only students registered for our class can access the website.

Required readings:Levy, John M. 2008Contemporary Urban Planningh ed. New
York: Prentice Hall. (There are older editions of this baw#ilable;however, you will
be responsible fohe content of this edition.)

Other required readings will be made availableGoairse Den
Course objectives:

1. Acquaint students generally with the history of urban planning in the United States and
the legal and administrative context in which planning takes place.

2. Provide an overview and assessment of important issues and common techniques used
in the sulstantive areas of planning includifegd useand transportation planning;
growth mamagement; environmental plannirg)d economic development planning.

3. Describe several models of planning processekidingthe comprehensive approach
and consider their appropriateness.

4. Students will learn talentify, collect, and interpret data relevant to planning.



5. Consider citizen involvement in planning, career options, the benefits of knowing
something about planning for those who wilt parsue it as a career, and planning
ethics.

6. Discuss examples of contemporary planning practice and local and regional events that
relate to class topics.

Evaluating Student Progress:The course format will incorporate a combination of
lectures, dicussions and presentations as well as short quizzes and required readings.
|l will determine studentsd grades in the cou

1. In-class Examinations (2 15 points each): 30%
2. Defining Issues Discussion: %0

3. Short paper: 20%

4. Memoon a planning meeting: ¥

5. Final examination20%

6. Attendance, promptness and class participation: 10%.

1. In-class Examinations (30%): There will betwo equally weighted examinations that
together account for 30% of the course grade. The exaliisevgiven during regular
class sessions. Exams will likely consist of a combination of identification of,terms
short answer questiorsnd short essays.

2. Defining Issues Discussion (P8): During the course of the semester, we will

identify planning issues currently of vital importance to communities and regions; e.g.
urban sprawlsmart growthwatershed planninggminent domaingongestion pricingin-

fill development (McMansions); andany others.Each student will select a pro or con
position on at least one of these issues and orally present arguments during a regular class
session.ldeally, pro students will be paired with con studeriach student will submit

a brief writeup cmsisting of at least50 words (doublspaced, 100 words maximum)

which fully explains the position you have taken and why.

3. Short Paper (20%): Eachstudent is required to prepare a short paper on a topic

relevant to urban planning and the topiossented in the cour¢doublespaced, 2,500

3,000 words, paper copy due in classthe datessigned and WORDompatible or

PDF copy viaCourse Dep The paper should draaeavilyon assigned readings from

the cl asses. Thes e eipboseoommanaliiies ameonytheragpe r s s h o
themes in the assigned readings.

In addition to the aggned readings, the short pagandraw on planning and other
scholarly journals, published agency reports, interviews with experts, websites or other
similar souces on a selected topic. Papers should:

1 Include at least five referenced sources with proper citations



1 Identify and state relevance of each source
1 Developyourown conclusiosregarding the topic based on evidence and
arguments from the assembled articles.

For example, if urban sprawl is taken as a topic, a student might read and report on
articles that include discussions about definitions of sprawl, and conclude, baked on t
articles:

T This is a definition most satisfying to n
T There are many definitions and this is a

Be very focuse@nd concise in your writing

Thepapersare to be type@useeithera Times New Roman or Aridont, size 12,

doublespaced and conform to a standard style mantiatopicsyou select should

relate directlyto the topics in the syllabus astdould bdurned induring the same class

the topic is discusse(A penalty of one letter grade for each week late balimposed.)

There are two advantages to this approach. First, students who have prepared and

submitteda paper el evant to a class meetingds topic
the dass discussion, and 2) studentill be able to schedule theiwnpapeii due dat es. O
Students should consult with the instructor (email is fine) when selecting a spgxdic to

and selecting a due date.

4. Memo on a Planning Meeting(10%) : Each student must attend one public meeting
directlyrelated tgplanning duing the semesterAfter attending the meeting, the student
should write a memo of at leags0words(doublespaced, 1,000 words maximuym)
summarizing who met, when and where, what happened at this meeithigow it

relates to what we have been studyifigirn in this memanytime buno later than our
last class These memoshouldbe clearly written, without errors in grammar or spelling
and conform to a standard style manual

Meetings that would be suitalfier this assignmerihclude local planning commissions,

public hearingsor public information meetings on transportation, water quality or other

capital improvement planand many others. Please check with me if you are in doubt

about whether the meeting you plan to attenll be appropriate. | strongly encourage

you to attend a meeting in which you have a
late in the semester, when you may have a hard time finding a meeting you can attend.

5. Final Examination (20%): A compehensivdinal examination will be required for
this course.

6. Attendance and Active Clasdarticipation (10%): Class attendance is anportant
aspect of the course. At the end ajsnhclasses, roll will be takerstudents who miss a
class, or pardf a classwill be marked absentnless awritten excuse has been approved
by theinstructor Three absences will result in a loss of five pofriasn your attendance
grade Students are responsible for reading the assigned material and attending class
sessions.If a student misses a class, other students should be consulted for notes and



other class activitieSStudents are also expected to log on to the course web site at least
once per week; daily works bedburing class, students are not to psesonal laptops or
computer resources.

For many students, the level and kind of participation makes the difference between a
higher and lower final grade at the end of the semester. Class sessions will consist
primarily of discussion of the assigneddweys. In order for that to happen, all students

must come to class having completed the readings, having thought about them, and ready
to discuss the ideas presented in the readings. In order to earn a high grade for
participation, students should:

1 Attend every classrrive at class on time and stay for the entire class;

1 Read all the assigned readings and come to class with questions about and
thoughts on the readingasnd,

1 Consistently take an active part in class discussions.

Penalty for Late Work and Missed Assignments:Assignments are due at the

beginning of classpth a paper copy which | will grade and retandanuploaded

Word or PDFcompatible copyo Course Dehon the due dates givessignments

should be completedonthedatedsecd ul ed, and it i s the student
those dates. Latssignmentsvill lose one letter grade for every 24 hours turned in late.

Therefore, if the assignmeis turned in after 8ays, the assignment will receivé&a

Computer/disk/printémousefailure is not a valid excuse for late work.

Missedassignmentsanbe made up only if a medical emergency exists and is validated

by a doctordés note on the docaboutvwhen st ati oner
assignmerst or examinations aseork is due, ask or-mail me. Some assignments,

particularly near the end of the semester, do not lend themselves to rescheduling and

must be received on tinte receive any credit.




