POLS 1101.L2M: American Government

CREDIT: 3 Semester hours
PREREQUISITE: None
SEMESTER; Fall 2009

COURSE DESCRIPTION: A study of the philosophical and cultural underpinnings of the U.S.
Constitution, institutions, and political processes. The features of the U.S. system are compared with
parliamentary systems and those of the state of Georgia.

OBJECTIVES: The student will be able to

grasp the founding principles of the American regime;

understand the responsibilities and difficulties of self-government;
appreciate the use of rhetoric in American politics;

reflect on contemporary public policy issues;

possess an understanding of Georgia state government.
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COURSE OUTLINE:

1. Founding Principles
-Declaration of Independence
-Thomas Jefferson, Letter to John Adams
-Federalist 9
-Federalist 10 [quiz]

2. Constitutionalism, Federalism, and Legislative Powers
-Constitution, Preamble and Article |
-Federalist 47, 48, 49
-Federalist 51

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Category:How_Congress_works

-McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)
-United States v. Darby (1941) [quiz]
-United States v. Lopez (1995)

3. Executive Powers & Foreign Policy
-Constitution, Article 11
-Federalist 70
-Lincoln, Special Session
-Franklin D. Roosevelt, Message to Congress (1942)
-War Powers Resolution
-Geo. Washington, Farewell Address (p. 354)
-Franklin D. Roosevelt, “Four Freedoms” Speech

4. The Judiciary
-Constitution, Article 111
-Federalist 78
-Marbury v. Madison [quiz]
-Brennan, Georgetown speech
-Abraham Lincoln, “First Inaugural Address” (1861)

5. The "Fourth" Branch of Government
-Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (p. 183)
-Wilson, Constitutional Government
-LBJ, State of the Union
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-LBJ, Commencement Address at the Univ. of Michigan

6. Equality, Liberty and the Bill of Rights
-Constitution, Articles IV-VII and Amendments 1-27
-Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) [quiz]
-Thomas Jefferson, Draft of the Declaration and Notes on the State of Virginia (p. 246)
-F. Douglass, Address of the Promotion of Colored Enlistment
-A. Stephens, Corner Stone Speech
-Lincoln, Gettysburg Address
-Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
-Grutter v. Bollinger (2003)

7. Contemporary Issues
-Roe v. Wade (1973) [quiz]
-Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992)

-The Northwest Ordinance

-George Washington, Farewell Address (p. 43)

-Thomas Jefferson, “Letter to...the Danbury Baptist Association” (p. 175)
-Santa Fe Independent School District v. Jane Doe (2000)

8. Georgia State Politics

EVALUATION:

1. Three exams composed of short answer and essay questions (each exam worth 25% of the
final grade. Exam dates: September 10, II. October 13, Ill. December 10, 8:00-10:00
a.m.

2. Five quizzes (each worth 5 points for a total of 25% of the final grade).

Exam policy: Make-up exams are NOT given unless a doctor's excuse is presented to the instructor.
Students without a doctor's excuse will receive a grade of "0" for the exam missed.

2. Class attendance and participation will affect borderline grades.

3. Grade Scale: 100-90--A  89-80--B 79-70--C
69-60--D  59-0—F

4. Other Dates: Labor Day — September 7
Fall Break — October 15-16
Thanksgiving - November 25-28
Last day of class — December 1
Final exam — December 10

ATTENDANCE POLICY: A student is expected to attend each class session. If a student misses more
than one class (unexcused absences) his/her grade will incur a penalty of one letter.

TEXTBOOK: American Political Rhetoric (5th edition), ed. Lawler and Schaefer

CLASSROOM: Pafford 112

INSTRUCTOR: R.M. Schaefer Office: Pafford 140
678.839.6504 office rschaefe@westga.edu

OFFICE HOURS: Before class, after class, or by appointment.
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