sociINews

As hl Wo |

ey

| 6s Soci al

By Adrienne Reeves

Few students can muster up
the courage to participate in So-
cial Science Research Day; how-
ever, Ashley Woll is one of them.
This past year, with the assis-
tance and guidance of Dr. Mike
Johnson, Ashley took a chance
and presented her research on
the treatment of the disabled
population in the correctional
system. Her passion for this
topic stems from her wanting to
one day be an advocate for people
with disabilities. It was her goal
to reveal the abuse and neglect
disabled persons experience in
correctional facilities. When she
conducted her research she found
it to be extremely difficult to find
statistical information on her
topic, as it is severely underre-
ported. This minor detail did not
discourage her as she was able to
present an extremely informative
overview of the abuses disabled
individuals face within detention
facilities.

In addition to being able to
share her research with others,
this project allowed Ashley to
earn a credit toward her degree
through the option of conducting

an independent study. This type
of credit is available to all sociol-
ogy students and is a chance for
students to pursue topics of inter-
est with a professor as a mentor.
It allows students the chance to
choose what they want to study,
which can tremendously helpful to
individuals focusing on a specific
topic of interest. As Ashley was
able to find a topic that ignited her
passion; other students can as
well through conducting an inde-
pendent study.
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Evan Reynolds talks about the Sociological Collective
by Adrienne Reeves

What is the Sociological Collective?

The Sociological Collective is a student organiza-
tion which serves to educate both sociology ma-
jors and the larger student body about career op-
portunities in sociology. It seeks to be of service
to the Carrollton community by utilizing the skills
that sociology students are expected to have at-
tained throughout the duration of their time here
at West Georgia. We want to take what we have
learned in the classroom and use those tools to
have a positive impact on the community around
us.

What made you decide to join the
Sociological Collective?

| wanted to get involved on campus and saw this
as a great opportunity to build something from
the ground up. In past years, the sociology club
has been fairly inactive; many people did not
even know that we had a sociology club here at
West Georgia. My main goal this year is to simply
revive the organization. | want to make it a viable
entity for years to come and cultivate a space for
students to come learn, be of service to others,
meet new people, and have some fun while doing
so.

What are the biggest hurdles for the
organization this year?

Frankly, the fact that no one knows that we exist

is the biggest obstacle. There have been sociology
clubs in the past, but this year we are going
through a bit of a rebranding phase, which has its
pros and cons. At times it has been hard trying to
get things accomplished with our membership
being so low, but I'm confident that in the next

few weeks that will change. With the organization
being so inactive for so long | don't blame other
students for being a bit less than excited about

coming out to
meetings. For all
intents and pur-
poses, we haven't
really had a club
on campus. Sure
one technically
existed, but as far
as I'm concerned
that was in name
only. If you don't
actually do any-
thing, then what
do you really
have? Other stu-
dents are justified
in thinking that
the organization
will start off
strong and eventually wane out just like in years
past. It's the job of our current members, no matter
how small, to change that perception. Yeah, it can
be a bit frustrating at times; but to be honest the
challenge is exciting for myself, our advisor, and the
rest of the executive board. As | mentioned before,
we have the opportunity to start something fresh
and new that can hopefully have a positive impact
on other people. It's not every day opportunities
such as these that are afforded, so a little bit of ad-
versity in the beginning isn't a deterrent for us. I'm
thankful to be surrounded by a great executive
board who are willing to work and give up their
time, as well as having an advisor (Dr. Hunt) that is
dedicated to the success of our group. Any obsta-
cles we have faced thus far have just made us want
to work harder to get our name out there and show
people why they should want to be a part of this or-
ganization.

Dr. Hunt, advisor for the
Sociological Collective

Story continued on pg. 3

If you would like more information about the Socio-
logical Collective please contact Dr. Hunt.
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Sociological Collective conti. (pg. 2)

What types of events will the collective be in-
volved in this year?

This year we hope to be involved in a myriad of ser-
vice opportunities that will be open to the entire stu-
dent body. On October 18th we will be taking part in
the AIDS Walk in Atlanta, the biggest AIDS fund-
raising event in the southeast. I'm really excited
about being a part of the AIDS Walk, as it will not
only be for a good cause, but it will be a great oppor-
tunity for our members to get to know each other as
well.

In the next few days we are going to try to set up a
pumpkin carving event for Halloween
with the local Boys and Girls Club
located on Maple Street. I'm hoping
to foster an ongoing relationship with
the Boys and Girls Club in the next
few months that can continue for
years to come. Eventually we would
like to offer tutoring services and
other seasonal events like the pump-
kin carving. Also we would like to fill
in doing whatever work the club staff
might need help with. West Georgia
is located right down the street from
the club. I'm not sure if any other or-
ganizations have been involved with
them yet, but someone needs to be.
Many of the kids know the university
is here, but may not know anything about it; we can
change that by establishing positive relationships
with them. There might be a kid in the club who
doesn't think they will be able to or is incapable of
going to college even though a university is right
down the street. If all goes well, hopefully we can
change that this year.

We also plan on having a canned food or turkey
drive for Thanksgiving, as well as adopting a child
during the holidays. This will give us the opportunity
to provide toys for children in shelters who other-
wise may not be able to receive toys for the holidays.

In addition, we also want to put together a lecture
series in which professors from the university can
come and present their personal work to the student

Special points of interest:

Participating in AIDS Walk
on October 18th

Set up a pumpkin carving
event with the local Boys
and Girls Club

Planning on having either a
canned food drive or turkey
drive for Thanksgiving

6 Conducting an ethnogra-
phy in the community

body. | feel as though allowing students to find out
what professors are interested in outside of the text-
book material will allow an opportunity for students
to get an insight into who their professors are and
possibly find commonalities with them and/or spark
an interest in doing some research of their own. We
also plan on working with the Rape Crisis Center
and possibly Habitat for Humanity.

The project | am most excited about for the collec-
tive this year will be our attempt to conduct an eth-
nography that will hopefully not only allow us to
utilize and sharpen skills we learned in our research
methods class, but also identify problems in the
community and attempt to do something about
them. We will be out there taking
notes, doing interviews, conducting a
content analysis, the whole nine
yards. We want to figure out what is
going on here in the community and
strategize with community leaders
about ways we can work to improve
the quality of life for people here in
Carrollton. Ideally, we won't be doing
this alone. We would like to meet with
Carrollton community leaders to find
out what we can do in conjunction
with them to accomplish these goals.
Developing partnerships between the
collective and the community leaders
here in Carrollton will not only serve

to create positive relationships be-
tween the student body and the community, but will
ensure that whatever initiatives are put in place will
continue to progress and be beneficial for all those
involved for years to come.

We want to keep our service opportunities coming
one after the other so that if some people are not
able to attend a particular event, there will be others
coming up right behind them. | don't want people to
feel like the club is ever being stagnate. If people
don't know anything else about the Sociology Collec-
tive, | want them to know that we are always being
active. We want to establish a presence not only on
campus, but also around the Carrollton community
through a wide array of service opportunities that
will not only be available to collective members, but
also the entire student body.
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Community Leaders Day

Kathy Parsons

Community Leaders on cam-
pus treated students with guest
speakers in classes on Tues-
day, October 6. Kathy Parsons,
CEO of Impact International
spoke in Dr.

Family Connections

Impact International

her many organizations. Im-
pact International is a non -
profit organization that exists
to connect cross-cultural pro-
jects. Kathy spoke of Manna
House, a food distribution
ministry that serves be-

tween 450-700 families per
month and The Literacy Pro-
gram which teaches adults
reading and writing skills.

The program also includes
English as a second language,
and offers tutoring to children
and youth. She also started
the HOPE Center from scratch
which is a transitional facility
for homelessmen. Shetalked
about her
ing program. She also works
with disaster relief for situa-
tions like Hurricane

L uKatena arsl flobdovictsmis im g

by Rachel Taylor

- and Homelessness class about Georgia. During Christmas

and Thanksgiving,

Kathy helps distribute turkeys
and hams to needy families.
Her ministry honors veterans
by praying for military that
have died and among her
many achievements listed
here, Kathy whole heartedly
serves her community. She
presented the class with a
guote that accurately de-
scribes her work by Albert
Schweitzer, nl
what your destiny will be, but
one thing | do know: the only
ones among you who will be
really happy are the ones who

have sought and found how to
ki dosserve. o0

by Adrienne Reeves

Beginning this year, the sociology and criminology department introduced Campus Day,
which is a chance for leaders in the community to come in and talk to students about how their

studies can be

applied in

t he

real worl d.

ing Vickie Fulbright from Family Connections to talk with us about her organization and what
they do. Her speech provided students looking to work with children, families, and at risk youth
the opportunity to gain insight into what they can expect, as well as how hard this chosen field
may be. It also showed us how rewarding this field can be.
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Meet the New Instructors
Meet Kelley Christopher

Before Pro-
fessor Kelley
Christopher be-
came involved
with sociology,
she was a men-
tal health thera-
pist. After feel-
ing stagnant in
that field she
decided to
make a change.
Professor Chris-
topher was in-
troduced to so-
ciology after being thrown into a sociology class
after an instructor
for that fateful event. | knew very quickly that

by Sarah Knowles

this is what | was
Before teaching at West Georgia, Professor Chris-
topher taught at a technical college for about three
years. She is very passionate about social injustice
and would like to volunteer for organizations, such as
The Innocence Project. Beginning in 2010, Professor

Christopher is looking forward to starting her Ph.D.

Professor Christopher
UWG; some of the smartest people | have ever en-
countered in terms of social issues and deviance are
right here on this campus; the kind of folks you just
want to sit and listen to and have free reign to really
get into their heads. Fascinating people whose minds
| so respect. Even though | have studied, with an un-
wavering passion, society and deviance and human
behavior for more than 25 years, | feel | know nothing ¢

S 4

Meet Tiffany Parsons

Professor Tiffany Parsons
began her academic career ma-
joring in business; however, be-
fore finishing the degree she took
some time off and began working
in the nonprofit sector. In this
time, she taught English as a sec-
ond language for ten years before
deciding on coming back to the
University of West Georgia. This
time around at the University
she decided to major in sociol-
ogy, as her focus was on inequal-
ity and poverty.

After finishing her under-
grad, Professor Parsons knew
without a doubt that she would
be trudging on to earn her mas-
ters. This decision of continuing
her degree was largely influenced
by the encouragement that both
Dr. McCandless and Dr. Fuller
gave her. In 2008, she proudly

fi
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bec compared to the scholars right here in this building;
absolutely brilliant peop
by Adrienne Reeves
ni shed up her
and is now working at UWG as
an instructor in the sociology de-
partment. This year, however, is
not the first encounter she has
had in the classroom; in the fall
of 2008 she was lucky enough to
sub in for Professor Rudibaugh
during her maternity leave. In
this time, she gained experience
and recognition for her teaching
abilities, which | can personally
vouch for as | was taking that
class and received an Al
Professor Parsons is currently ~ Ner interest in working with
ng Intro t those in need at both the HOPE
ies and Introductory Sociology, Center as well as at the Adult and
however, in the spring she will Community Education Center._
include Cultural and Racial Mi- Through both of these nonprofit
norities to her class list. In addi- ~ ©rganizations she is able to go
tion, outside of the classroom back to where she was first in-
Professor Parsons still pursues ~ SPired to become a sociology
major.
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HOPE Center by Rrachel Taylor

The HOPE Center is one site where stu- for all their finances since the men are not
dents in Dr. Lukenos dhHrged afeenThe envirahmentis drug
Homel essnessoOo ar e eng ang alaholfree asderovidescae
learning. It is awonderful transitional warm and welcoming atmosphere. The
facility for men who, according to main objective of the HOPE Center is to

Ji mmy, a manager , i we getthesementback ontheirgeettafter
path but took a | eft stayingfrom therghtpathr e 0 .
The center is the only mends shelter in
ten counties and has never had a va-

cancy. It is a charming facility motivated

by caring people who want to

make a difference in the lives of others.

The facility currently houses ten men,

one of which must include a veteran.

Since the purpose of the center is to help

these men find and keep jobs, they must

be out of the facility by 7 am and may

return at 6 pm. All food, toiletries, cloth-

ing, and other essentials are provided to

the men. This center isunique in that it

encourages housing for families and is

not gender specific. The HOPE Center

relies heavily on fundraisers

Advisement

It is that time of the year again! Registra- V Alist of courses in which you plan to regis-
tion is right around the corner for the ter. Include the following:

spring semesters, and now is the time to CRN

schedule an advising appointment with Dr.

Luken (678-839-6333; Course Ildentification Number
pluken@westga.edu), the advisor for all

undergraduate sociology majors. If you use Section number

email, suggest several days and times that _

will work for you. It is important to be pre- Class days and times

pared before showing up to your advising
appointment. Here is a basic checklist to
ensure that you are ready for advising: Remember to check fAThe Sco

V An updated degree evaluation. tration schedule.
This can be found on the Regis-
trards of fhitc/e webpage,
www.westga.edu/~reqistra/ .

Credit hours
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