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Professor Spotlight: Dr. Hollan@y ljeoma Mba
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as a reason for coming to UWG. Hol-
land is an Associate Professor of Sociol-
ogy and has been teaching at the uni-
versity for eight years. Born in Tennes-
see, Holland attended a small college in
Mississippi and decided to get into non
profit work with an organization called
Stew Pot Community Services, which
started as a soup kitchen and ex-
panded into a health clinic and a
xI I AT AT A AEEI AOAT 8
homeless. She began to wonder, how-
ever, if the work was just a band aid
approach to the problem. She won-
AAOAA AAT OO O AEAOU
the system caused social problems,
such as homelessness. This prompted
EAO Oi CAO EAO
Mississippi College and eventually her
PhD at the University of Tennessee.

While getting her PhD, Holland
took a class in environmental sociology
and questioned if religion had anything
to do with the way people interact with
the environment. She conducted a sur-
vey of Presbyterian ministers in Geor-
CEAh OAAAAOOA OEAU
progressive denominations, in terms of
AT 6GEOoT 11 AT OA1 OOAxA
As the years pass, she continues her
research and was recently approached
for an article.

-AOGO

An editor from an American Socio-
logical Association journalContexts: Under- A
standing People in Their Social Worldsp-
proached Holland about her views on the
connection between religion and the envi-
ronment. In the Spring 2008 issue, Holland
was extensively quoted and she noted that
religion does shape the level of environ-
i AT 6AT A1T1 AAOT 8 3EA
reveals that church attendance and scrip-
ture interpretation impact upon participa-
tion in recycling programs and influence
whether members belong to environmental
I OCAT EUAQGEI T 086
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Story continued on p. 4



Getting to Know Dr. Matthews by Adrienne Reeves

Native Virginian, Dr. Todd Mat-
thews, is new to the University of
West Georgia; however, he is not
new to the area. He has worked at
LaGrange College since 2006 and,
although he enjoyed the small
town of LaGrange, he decided to
make the transition to the UWG
campus last fall. His decision was
heavily influenced by being thor-
oughly impressed with its Depart-
ment of Sociology and Criminology
as well as with the faculty within it,
which happily includes his former
classmate, Dr. Holland, whom he
met during his masters program at
the University of Tennessee.

Prior to getting his masters, Dr.
Matthews attended Salisbury Uni-
versity in Maryland where he be-
gan his college career in 1991. With
only his experience as a DJ to help
guide him into a field of study, he
chose communications as his origi-
T Al 1T AET O8 $08
changed after taking a Mass Com-

munications in Society class with a
very influential professor. Since
that class his sophomore year, Dr.
Matthews has enthusiastically
been studying in the field of soci-
ology and, more specifically, he
has been studying how the envi-

ronment and social inequality are
related.

Dr. Matthews was able to further
his interest by going to Mississippi
State University and earning his
PhD, which he finished in 2008.
He is currently working on re-
search out of his dissertation
about the relationship between

environmental quality and eco-
nomic change across the United
States, as wellas waterquality and

availability, and religion and civic
life. In addition to his research,
Dr. Matthews is also teaching Re-
search Methodology and Manag-
ing Data, which is offered to

graduate students. With fingers

Is the Sociology Club for You?

crossed, he says will be adding
Environmental Sociology and Sen-
ior Seminar to his course list be-
ginning in the summer. Overall,
Dr. Matthews has proven to be

both an asset to the department

as well as to the community, in

which he volunteers for Keep Car-
roll Beautiful. We are very glad to

welcome him.

Students involved in clubs and school groups make our community, we discuss and deliberate over contem-
better grades, enjoy learning to a higher degree and, porary social issues and events. We have had a war of
most importantly, increasingly enjoy the time spent words over politicians and their moral values. We dis-
in school. Attending a Sociology Club meeting, you cussed how varying amounts of time in political office
will find yourself in discussions of social issues, cur- could transform a politician, or more directly a presiden-
rent events, real life outlooks on dayo-day living OEAI AAT AEAAQOASGO 11 OAI

and an always heated and delicious debate of which cuss their content while enjoying food and drink in an
is better: pepperoni or cheese. informal and relaxed setting.

The Sociology Club is open to all students, faculty
and staff at the University of West Georgia. We en-
courage people from all walks of life to join and get
to know more about sociology and provide a forum
for sociological activities. Anyone interested in seek-
ing a broad understanding of contemporary events
and those who have social concerns are also encour-
aged to come to a meeting.

The Sociology Club has been brought back to life by
Faculty Advisor, Dr. Pamela Hunt. Being a member of
the Sociology club can provide you with a more fulfilling
time during school and it can also give your resume an
added significant edge. Graduate schools and employ-
ers are always looking for dynamic and motivated indi-
viduals. The Sociology Club is conducive to networking
with other like-minded individuals and it is a great op-

As a group, we are dedicated to study our society portunity to gather social information.

and the interactions of that social world. The discus- If you wish to become a member, or just want to learn
sion topics can be of consequence but we, as mem- more about the club, contact club president:
bers of our community, try to convey to students - -
; . ' ) Rory Wojcikrwojcik@westga.eduor
and community alike the benefits of knowledge of y Wol jeik@ g

the social world around us. While always being em- Pamela Huntphunt@westga.edu
pathetic and respectful of the views and opinions of

OAl1 O6AO
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Guess Who: Dr. Noori

by Veronica Rooks

Dr. Neema Noori is a new faculty ogy at Columbia University. Dr. ization, and Sociological Theory.

member to the University of West . 11T OE8 O AOAAO 1 A&Dr. Nooriis offering new and ex- ET Z
" AT OCEAB80O 31 AET 1 clude historical sociology, politcal :AEOET ¢ AT OOOAO EI
ogy Department. Dr. Noori was sociology, and the sociology of
reared in Alabama until the age of development. More specifically,

four. His mother is American and he is interested in studying state
his father of Persian descent.

From the age of 4 through 9 he
lived in Iran. He received his un-

5.7' 60
program. More importantly, Dr.

Noori represents the Sociology .

and Criminology Department on
formation in the context of Post  the faculty soccer team. His soc- .
Soviet Central Asia. His disserta- AAO 1T EAET AT A EO O4EA %
tion examines the political and Other than playing soccer, Dr. .
dergraduate degree in the field of  social effects of a state campaign Noori enjoys gardening and biking
Economics. After obtaining his to decentralize authority in Post  to work. .
MA in Middle Eastern Studies, he Soviet Uzbekistan.
trave!led to Uzbekistan to study After completing his dissertation,
Russian and' Uzbek.  One year Dr. Noori taught in the Middle
later, he received a Soros Founda- East at the American University of

t.|0n Fellowship t.o SErve as .an Eng- Sharjah. Sharjah, Dubai, and Abu
lish language instructor in Kyr-

. Dhabi are three of the seven city
gy(zjstjn.h gnc.((aj (’;he fellowship states that constitute the United
ende ! © ,eCI ed to pursue a Arab Emirates. Currently he incor-
PhD in Sociology. From 1997 . . .

- porates his research in teaching
2005, Dr. Noori conducted re- . ) .
hi beki q the following courses: Social
searc ) In Uzbekistan an i was gn— Change in the Middle East, Global-
rolled in a PhD program in Sociol-

What You Need to Know for Advisingby Veronica Rooks

It is that time of the year again! Registration is right

A list of courses in which you plan to register. Include
around the corner for the Summer and Fall Semes- the following:
ters, and now is the time to schedule an advising CRN
appointment with Dr. Luken (678339-6333;

pluken@westga.edy, the advisor for all under- Course Identification Number
graduate sociology majors. Section number

Itis |mperaF|v_e to be prepared beforfe showmg up Class days and times
to your advising appointment. Here is a basic

checklist to ensure that you are ready for advising: Credit hours

An updated degree evaluation. This can be If you are planning to attend Summer and Fall semesters,
Al OTA 11 OEA 2ACEOOOADIBIOA | sBEEBAOARAADIACAR AAOEOAA A1 O
http://www.westga.edu/~registra/. 3ATT1 D6 &£ O OEA OACEOOOAOQOEIT OAEA
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Student Spotlight: Serving the Community
By Dixie Curley

Full time Grad stu
dent. Active membe
of the Carroll Count
community. Engaged
humanitarian. ES
(English as a Seco
Language) workshop
leader and consult
ant. Graduate Assis
tant. Wife. Daughter.
Active member of he
church. Okay, is ther¢
anythlng that Tlffany
0AOOT 1660
beginning to think

OEAO OEAOA'EO

0 O

ciology program, Tiffany is currenth
preparing to defend her thesis or
homelessness, and she has mui
experience working with this socia
problem. As a founder of the Hope
Center transitional shelter for home
less men, Manna House food pantn
Carroll County Community Garden
director of the Adult Community
Education Center, and an ESL work-

shop consultant, Tiffany has spent much of her
time and heart with the disenfranchised of Car-
roll County. On top of that she graduated with

her Bachelors degree and is working on her Mas-

Holland cont. (pg 1)

ters in Sociology from UWG.
TEA £ T A DPAT OOU AT A

In a time when our economy is struggling, foreclo-

" | sures rates are skyrocketing, and it just seems prag-
. matic to only concentrate on creating a safety net
| for yourself, it is awe inspiring to meet someone so

concerned about the well being of her community as

i AT60 EI

- volunteers, who provide a considerable amount of
- AOOEOOAT AAh

| ESL programs, Adult Community Education Center,

~ family, church, and grad work, Ms. Parsons is still an

- | incredibly busy woman. Perhaps most stirring is that

she is an incredibly busy woman with a lot of heart.

AODO AAAOI OET C EI

| a whole, though Tiffany refuses to take all of the

credit of course.

O-U DAOAT 66h EOOAAT Anh
gether the nonprofit when it grew too

I AOCA &£ O OEA

EOOO iAsa 4EAEEAT U DPIETO
AT 01 AT 80O Al EO xEQEI OO
sistance of the communityOT 1 OT OAAOOS8
When asked about her driye, she re-
OPiTAO xEOE 0) xAO OAE

AEOOAE Oi

that you should do what you can for peo-

Ppi A EI

do in fact listen to their parents, she has taken her par-
T OC I A with theén. AT A

T AAA8d6 0071 OET ¢ C

Along with her interests in religion and the environment, Holland has been involved with the Georgia
Sociological Association. Holland has prompted many graduate students to presahthe GSAand hopes to
continue sponsoring students in their research. She was also honored to be elected president of the GSA dur-

ing 200708.

3" %
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In Spring 2009, Holland will be on leave to write a text on social movements, which was picked up by
OAIl EA A EEAT A OAOGAAOAEAON

AT A ) A

focus on same sex parenting in relation to social institutions and identity crisis. Even with current interests and

projects, Holland hopes to incorporate more activism into her days.

sociNews



excitedly, made the move from Florida.

Dr. Sawtell attended the Univer-

Originally from Florida, Dr. Caro- interest, Dr. Sawtellattendedo Flor-
lyn Sawtell came to be at the University ida State University and earned her
of West Georgia after passing up numer- PhD. In addition, Dr. Sawtell earned
ous job offers in states like New York a Graduate Certificate in domestic
and South Carolina. Why?Well, aside violence, and worked as a SANE
from the warmer weather Georgia has to (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner)

offer, Dr. Sawtell was also impressed advocate and community educator
with the sociology program and what it

had to offer. She felt that UWG had an
environment that she was seeking and,

for Refuge House in Tallahassee, FL.

Now, after having been a
student for so long, Dr. Sawtell has
switched sides once again and is cur-
rently teaching Social Statistics, Gen-

sity of Central Florida, where shearned der and Work, and Violence Against

EAO
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Women. She also, plans to teach ®A Z

tion. She was able to practice said de- course in the sociology of education

gree while
School in Kissimmee, FloridaShe then

furthered her own education, and re-
markably ended up getting a total of
three mastersdegreesn elementary edu-
cation, curriculum and instruction, and
sociology. She quickly achieved this

large task through joint enroliment at

teaching at Celebration as well as additional inequality re-

lated courses in the semesters to
come.

Aside from molding minds,
Dr. Sawtell is doing some of her own
research inspired by her interest in
violence against women.  Specifi-

. cally, Dr. Sawtell is researching the
UCF and Rollins College, where she y g

worked on two of her masters simulta-
neously.

meaning of date rape, and the sever-
ity of domestic violence in regard to
race differences. Overall, we are

$O0ET ¢ OEEO OEithrilled to welcome someone whoO

interest in education evolved, and a
more sociological perspective was
adopted; her curiosity in the field of soci-
ology led her to question the inequality
in education. To delve further into this

Sociology Graduates

BS in Sociology May 2008
Ivy Adams

Katherine Marie Allison
Abike Allison Banjo
Jacob D Boyd Ili

Ashley Renée Childress
Cassandra Jane Gregg
Fawn Lasha Hayelludson
Courtney E. Johns

Sarah Ashley McWilliams
Christopher Lyle Medford
Saidi Oseni

Elizabeth Ragsdale
Melinda Ruth SchottCeccacci
Patrick L. Shell

complements the sociology program
so well, and who is exceptionally

enthusiastic and passionate about
her work.

Maria Victoria Sims

Alicia Weber

Shavonna Elaine White
Keisha K. Willis

Devin Demond WorthyCarr
Kimberly Chiffon Young

BS in Sociology August 2008
Alexandria A. Bunton

Candice Ann Caldwell
Krista Marie Carr

Jeffery Scott Crockett
Christopher A. Darden

Continuedon p 7



One Drop at a Time

by Dixie Curley

O030i DA $i 160 AOEI E OEAOAplyare left over from former business and residential prac-

| AGAAAG OEA CAOPAA A0 )

AOI |
was passed to me on my first day at UWG, and
three years later | still hear whispers of toxins and
AEOAAOAO 1 EOET ¢ xEOEEI
Heeding this advice, and wanting to avoid a rare
form of brain-eating cancer or birthing a twe
headed, threeeyed hellspawn bent on my destruc-
tion that come from drinking public water in Carroll

tices, there are still pollutants being dumped into the Tal-

OEA DBOAI EA &£ O1 OAET lapoosa Watershed, the primary source of water for Car-

roll County and the surrounding area. Without any defen-
sive measures taken, Dr. Matthews warns that the water
# quality and quantity will continue to decline. YOA I
O! AGETT AT 660 ii11TAunh AAO
10EOA EOATEI UR UIT O CAO xEAO
thews regarding the future water quality of Carroll

#7601 OUR ) 50A AOI EAAA EOE County. Another complication in the purification process, = 4
is the mismatch of jurisdictional boundaries.

the water like in Carroll County? Is it truly as malig-

TATO AO EO OAEAe /1 O Al Ol O %AT I

rumor be a wee bit exagger-
ated?

Enter Dr. Todd Mat-
thews, an environmental soci-
ologist and new addition to the
Sociology program at UWG.
With years of environmental

belt, Dr. Matthews is teaming
up with Dr. Laurel Holland to
obtain an accurate assessmen
I £ @ublk peeeptions of
water issues in Carroll County
and support for legislation and taxes to improve
water quality and availabilitp ET AAAEOE
of the pre-existing data on the water quality in the
AOAA8 "U AT 1 EOOETI ¢ OEA

boundaries. As the Tallapoosa Watershed is in
both Alabama and Georgia, if one pollutes, the

(POURdRIiEeR torGeANAIR q;ugwatjerd@vggver com-
munication and participation are key in these
PpOl AAOOAOS8OG

A Gonsidgring:tiFgpbgreaucracy is a slow process
(thus eliminating the idea of a quick government

response), is there anything that we can do to
improve our water?

i O,TTE AO UT 60 xAOAO AEII

Uur 60 xAOAO OOAho $08 - AOOEAxO

; and correct your water usage. Fortfive minute showers

Research Lab, Drs. Matthews and Holland are in the feel great, but think of the gallons of water that are being

beginning stages of compiling a countwide phone

wasted. Instead of running your shower for 15 minutes,

O0B0BAU i1 PAIDPIABO DAOA ﬁwaiting on the water to reach your optimal temperature,

ter and what they are willing to do to correct any
abnormalities. Though the project is in its infancy,
Dr. Matthews reports that thus far the views of the
water in Carroll County are overwhelmingly nega-
tive and that people are concerned about the safety
of the water; however, most surveyed are against
additional taxation or participating in cleanup ef-
forts to correct any deficiencies. Citing that many
people view environmental concerns as a responsi-
bility of the government, Dr. Matthews further
states that in order to cover the costs of research,
OOAAOI AT Oh AT A DOOEAEEAAC
is likely necessary in an era of competing budget
OANOGAOGOO8OG
According to Dr. Matthews, while some of

. and societal studies under his
: OEA AEAI EAATI O &£ 61 A EI

wait long enough for the cold water to finish flushing the Z
pipes and then adjust the warmer temperature while

bathing. Actually monitor and be awar®ef the amount of
xAOAO Ul &6 OO0As86

OAAEATI U AAT AEEAEAI

I CEAAT AT O1 AAOEAO Al

O* 00O AU OAAI EUEI ¢ OEAO AA)
8 ) i

| 8

£

Ui

|E©EOA AAGEIT AQAETOO OEA
§ x@u Oi Al OOAAOD
c*ormatlon comm|SS|ons '[O work across

A

ET A 060 E

AT A AAA xAAEOSo $08 - AOOEAxO O

ET Ch OEAOA EOT 80 Al xAUO EIT OO0AI
3T h OEA xAOAO ET #AOOT 11 #]

iAs )OO EOT 80 COAAOR EO 1T AAAO A

lot worse. And we can help. Be informed, get involved, bg

aware of your environment and the ways in which you

AEEAAO EO AT Ah 17100 EI bl OOAT Ol

NOEO AAAAOOA Ui O Z£AI1 OAO 10 ATl

"TET ¢ COAAT EO A DPOI AAOGOR 110

rather grit my teeth and shorten my showers than sprout  Z
a third eye that eats my brain.

I OEAO AT AOTI 860 EAOA EOOEOAE.
) 1



Sociology Graduateg-aculty & Student Scholarship

Krystle A. Davis
Danielle Nicole Deas
Crystal E. Eli

John E. Flen, Jr.

Leigh Meredith Fulton
Christopher Hall

Deidre Matilda Jackson
Robin Elizabeth Jiles
Kandyes Jimcoily

Katie M. Jordan

Kasim Sheron Ortiz
Ronald Reed, Jr.
Karyann Rinkiewicz
Kelly Michelle Rogers
Janelle T. Rymer
Chagquita Sunta Satterwhite
Alphie Lee Spears llI
Joshua Lee Thomas
Deborah Keener Triggs
Anna Faye Walton
Ashley Tameka Williams
Lauren Elizabeth Wilson
Laura Amanda Wise
Shaquita Shabre Woolfork

BS in Sociology December
2008

LaQuesheia Quentella Blackshear

Shanique Nicole Bonaparte
Karen Denise Brown
Alexandra A. Bunton

#EAI EAA 2AT AAG
Corrine Michéle Grant

Emily Joy Hall

Elethia Shenae Hill

Latasha Katris Judson

Paul Erich Kenworthy

Sherry J. Kimball

Staci Elizabeth Lee
-AOOEAA /8" OEAI
Donnis Jean Pace

William Emmanuel Palmer, Jr.
Ashley Smith

Ashley Nicole Stanley

Stacie Vivian Ward

| SotiabProblems/.N. Parillo (ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

/ 6 ( AOA

Todd L. Matthews The Spatial Distribution of Industrial Production and Toxic Re-
leases in the United StateBoctoral dissertation, Mississippi State University, 2008.

Blanchard, Troy CJohn P. BartkowskiTodd L. Matthewsand Kent R. Kerley.
TPPIi 8 O&AEOEh -1 OA1T EOUR AT A
A O A B&ial ForceB6(4):15911620.

-1 OOAI E-()Uq, 4

Matthews, Todd LT PP 8 O! OOAOOEI ¢ OEA 3DPAOEAI 2AI
#1171 AAT OOAOETT AT A %l OEOiTi AT OAT 10A j EOU
Mid-South Sociological Association conference, Huntsville, AL, October. .
Matthews, Todd LandLaurel Holland TP PT 8 ®8001 1 ET ¢ - OQOAI O
371 OOEAOT %l GEOITIi AT OAl 011 EOEAO ET -Al  %nC
South Sociological Association conference, Huntsville, AL, October. .

Holland, Laure| Melinda Schott Ceccaccand Todd L. MatthewsT PPI 8 Oo-4 EAO

"AUAS | OOEOOA i1 Me@@e%dntEc&U (]
the Society for the Study of Social Problems meetlng, Boston MA, August.

Hunt, Pamela2008. A Quantitative Approach to Studying Subcultuf2octoral dis-
sertation. Kent State University.

Hunt, Pamela2008. "Communalism: Is it Deviant? Investigating Behavior Mean-

ings in a Communal Subculture." Paper presented at the M3duth Sociological
Association annual meeting, Huntsville, AL. October.

Luken, PaulCAT A 3 OUATT A 6AOCEAT 8 TPPI 8 0)I (")A()c'
ET C888AT A 4EAT 4EAOA 7A0 #1 PUOECEOS8O 0 A
of Social Problems meetings, Boston, MA, August. *

Luken, PaulCAT A 3 OUATT A 6AOCEAT 8 TPPIi 8 O0COOOEIT
OET T Al %OET T COAPEU ! PPOi AAE8S6 0ADPAO POAC
Association Social Forum, Barcelona, Spain, September .

Luken, PaulCT PP T 8

Garner,Mand8 TPPi 8 O31 AEAI

#1171 OO0OOAQETT 1T &£ %l
I AOAEAT !''TAI UOEO86 0APAO DPOAOGAT OAA A®© OE
meeting, St Simons Island, GA, October. *
Holland, LaurelTPPT 8 O4AAAEET C %i OEOI 11 AT OAl 31 A

3 0 0 A AEn@@éhident, Technology and Sociétewsletter of the American Socio-
logical Association Section on Environment and Technology), Spring .






