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Abstract: The His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg: Courage, Rescue and Mystery During World War II lesson plan addresses teaching a very difficult topic, the Holocaust, by looking at a heroic individual who devoted his life to saving those affected. This lesson’s focus is student-centered discovery, where student groups will approach multiple aspects of the Holocaust and then come back together as a group to share their new knowledge. The students will then critically compare the experiences of separate Holocaust survivors to better understand the complexities of the event. Overall, this lesson emphasizes technology as a means for students to discover information on this challenging topic. 
	NCSS Notable

Trade Book Title:


	His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg: Courage, Rescue, and Mystery During World War II  by Louise Borden (2012). Boston: Houghton Milton Harcourt Company (2013 NCSS Notable Trade Book) 
ISBN: 0-618-50755-8

Recommended Ages: Middle and secondary grades

This lesson is designed to last three four class periods. 

	Book Summary:


	His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg is a nonfiction work that depicts the life of an exceptional Swedish man, who is most memorialized for his diligent work in helping Jews near the end of World War II in Nazi occupied Hungary. Raoul was born to a distinguished family in 1912. Raoul attended the University of Michigan and majored in Architecture. After completion of his degree and some other world travel’s, Raoul found himself back in Stockholm, Sweden. Raoul was recommended for a humanitarian mission to Hungary by a former colleague and he went to selflessly help these strangers in multiple ways. After the Soviets finally freed Budapest from Nazi terror, Raoul and a member of his staff went to meet with Soviet officials, and there they disappeared. The book contains the story of an exceptional man, who saved many people from a horrible and undeserved fate. 

	NCSS Standards:


	· Culture

· Time, Continuity and Change
· Peoples, Places and Environments

· Individual Development and Identity

· Global Connections 

	Materials:


	1. Student paper and pencils
2. K-W-S Chart handouts or example to be projected (Appendix A)
3. Promethean board/projector or whiteboard and markers 
4. His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg by Louise Borden
5. Computer access for three groups of students (one group could use internet capable devices).
6. Copies of the group tasks for each student  (Appendix B)
7. Copies of the primary source excerpt (Edi Weinstein’s account in Digital Resources) 
8. Copies of the Compare/Contrast worksheets (Appendix D)

	Objectives:


	Students will develop an understanding of the Holocaust and the experiences of those involved.

Students will comprehend the sacrifices that many people made in order to protect Jewish people from persecution. 

Students will synthesize research information over various topics relating to the Holocaust into several forms of presentations. 

Students will be able to compare and contrast the experiences of different Holocaust survivors. 

	Procedures:

Exploration/Introduction:

Development:
Expansion:
	1. The teacher will hand out copies of a K-W-S chart, and instruct the students on how to fill out the sheet.

2. The teacher will ask the students what they know about the Holocaust. The teacher will fill in a K-W-S chart on the Promethean board and discuss these items with the entire class. Proceed to cover what the students want to know and what sources they believe could be used. 
3. The teacher will then emphasize geography. “Was the Holocaust simply a German event?” “What other areas may have been affected?” 

4. The teacher will bring up a map of World War II Europe to show the students the amount of area that Germany possessed. The teacher will then ask the students to determine what the “white” areas of the map represent.

5. The teacher will bring up the idea of neutrality and what these neutral countries did during this event. The teacher will pose the question, “was there any resistance from people in these countries who were not Jews?” 
6. The teacher will ask students if they have any knowledge of people who made sacrifices to protect Jews during this time. (Expecting at least one student to mention Anne Frank). The teacher will then ask the students if they have ever heard of Raoul Wallenberg. 
7. The teacher will introduce Raoul Wallenberg by reading a short selection from the book’s cover. 
1. Students will be split into four separate groups, with each being assigned a different task. Three groups will need to have access to computers, while the other group would be allowed to use internet capable devices. 

2. The students would accomplish the following tasks dependent upon group: Group One – Create a Fakebook for Raoul Wallenberg, Group Two – Create a timeline using Dipity, or Tiki-Toki over the Holocaust, Group Three – Develop a presentation (using Prezi, moviemaker, or another presentation software EXCEPT PowerPoint) over Raoul Wallenberg’s life, Group Four – Search the web to find at least four more heroes of the Holocaust and answer specific questions for each. 

3. Students will be encouraged to do adequate research for each of their tasks. This means that Wikipedia shall not be used nor will they use non-reputable sources.  
4. The teacher will have potential web-sources available if the students are having a difficult time finding information (see Digital Resources).

5. The groups will complete their assigned tasks and then display and discuss the polished project with the class. 

6. Students will be required to take notes and listen attentively while the other groups are presenting.
7. To culminate this section, Teacher will read portions of Raoul’s story, ending with his disappearance and fate. 
1. The students will be shown the testimony of one of the Holocaust survivors that were helped by Raoul Wallenberg.

2. The students will then be handed primary source documents of someone who survived the Holocaust Camps.
3. The students will use a Compare and Contrast handout to analyze both of these sources. 

4. The class will discuss the modern day importance of heroic individuals of the past. 
5. Show the students the recent article on Raoul Wallenberg Day in Sweden. 

	Assessment:


	· Initial – The teacher will examine the response from the K-W-S Chart as a means to gauge prior understanding about the Holocaust.
· Formative – While students are researching and developing presentations, the teacher will navigate from group to group and informally assess their understanding. 

· Summative – The teacher will evaluate the students with a rubric (Appendix D) for their presentations.  

	Extension 

Activities:


	· Students could complete a Linoit online bulletin board that would cover the entire Holocaust. Students would pick out important areas that were covered in the student presentations.
· Students could compare Raoul Wallenberg to heroes throughout history and modern times. Students could discuss motivations, contributions, and why these individuals are remembered. 
· Students could explore the reason for Raoul’s capture by the Russians. They could also discuss why his incarceration was kept as a secret for so many years. 
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Zullo, A. (2011). Escape: Children of the Holocaust. New York, NY: Scholastic. 

	Digital Resources
	Resources for Groups One and Three – 
Raoul Wallenberg’s entry in Holocaust encyclopedia
Retrieved from http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005211
Wallenberg biographical information

Retrieved from http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/wallenberg.html
More biographical information on Wallenberg

Retrieved from http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/wallenberg.asp
University of Michigan’s page on Wallenberg

http://www.wallenberg.umich.edu/story.html
Resources for Group Two – 

Thirty six common Holocaust questions

Retrieved from http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/36qs.html
Learning about the Holocaust quest
Retrieved from http://library.thinkquest.org/3300/ 
Holocaust timeline overview 

Retrieved from http://www.historyonthenet.com/Chronology/timelineholocaust.htm
Resources for Group Four – 

Heroes of the Holocaust overview

Retrieved from http://www.shalomshow.com/holocaust_heroes.htm
Miep Gies information

Retrieved from http://www.miepgies.nl/en/
Resources for source comparison – 

Vera Godkin interview

Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fGGaWOxwRk
Edi Weinstein’s account on being sent to a forced labor camp 

Retrieved from http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%203947.pdf
Further resources – 

A map of World War II Europe  

Retrieved from http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/WWII_Europe_1941-1942_Map_EN.png
The Shoah Foundation

Retrieved from http://sfi.usc.edu/
United States Holocaust Museum 

Retrieved from http://www.ushmm.org/
A recent Swedish news article on Wallenberg

Retrieved from http://www.thelocal.se/49878/20130827/
University of Michigan graduate speaking on Raoul Wallenberg 

Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5SIxGRbNrI
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Appendix A

K-W-S Chart
	What you know
	What you want to learn
	The sources we can use

	



















	
	


Appendix B
Group One 
Fakebook

The responsibilities for group one entails creating a Fakebook for Raoul Wallenberg using the Fakebook website. The students must follow the below criteria to receive all points possible:

1. The profile is filled with accurate information. 

2. The profile has at least eight entries (status updates): two from Raoul’s childhood, two from Raoul’s time in America, two from Raoul’s time back in Sweden, and two from Raoul while he is working in Budapest. These entries must also relate to Raoul’s life and accomplishments.
3. The profile notes some of Raoul’s family connections (mother, sister, grandfather, etc.). 

4. The profile must have at least two friends outside of family. These can be people that Raoul met during his travels or people on his staff in Budapest. 

Group Two

Timeline

The responsibilities for group two entails creating a timeline covering some of the most important events from the period of the Holocaust. The students must follow the below criteria to receive all points possible:

1. The timeline must be created using Dipity or Tiki-Toki.

2. The information depicted on the timeline must be accurate. 

3. The timeline includes at least 15 events. Do your best to include events that you believe are important. You may have to justify your choices during the presentation. 

4. The timeline must include at least 5 pieces of multimedia to go along with certain events. (These could be pictures, video clips, primary source documents, etc.) 
Group Three

Presentation Tool

The responsibilities for group three entails creating a presentation covering Raoul Wallenberg’s time in Budapest and his accomplishments there and his disappearance after Soviet liberation. The students must follow the below criteria to receive all points possible:

1. The presentation uses a technologically enhanced presentation tool (EXCEPT PowerPoint). 

2. The presentation includes pictures and other multimedia that would be beneficial.

3. The presentation includes key vocabulary: schutz-pass, Arrow Cross, Gulag, etc.
4. The presentation includes key links for further research. 

Group Four 

Hero Webquest

The responsibilities for group four entails searching the web for four more heroes of the Holocaust and compiling certain information about each of them. The students must follow the below criteria to receive all points possible:

1. The heroes must have been positively involved in helping people during the Holocaust. 
2. All questions must be answered with your best attempt. 

3. All members in the group need to answer the questions.

The questions to answer for each are found below: 

	What did this person do? What makes them heroic?



	Where was this person most active? (City, country, region, etc.)



	What type of role did this person take with helping people? Did they have a more active role or a passive role? 



	Did this person make any personal sacrifices to help others? If so what kind of sacrifices. (Safety, family, livelihood, etc.) 



	How does this hero compare to Raoul Wallenberg? How are they different? 





Appendix C

Presentation Rubric

	Categories
	1

Unacceptable
	2 

Emerging
	3 

Proficient
	4 

Exceptional

	Task sheet requirements met
	Students did not meet any of the pre-outlined guidelines. 
______

	Students met below two of the pre-outlined guidelines
______
	Students almost met all of pre-outlined guidelines
______
	Students meet all pre-outlined guidelines.  

______

	Reputable research used
	Students’ research is comprised of completely non-reputable sources. 

______

	Students’ research is comprised of some reputable sources.

______
	Students’ research is comprised of mostly reputable sources. 

______
	Students’ research is completely comprised of reputable sources. 

______

	Group participation
	No evidence of student cooperation. 
______

	Evidence of some student cooperation within group.
______
	Student cooperation is present, but time is not used wisely by entire group. 

______
	All students cooperated respectfully and used time wisely. 

______

	Presentation Skills 
	Students’ speech is inaudible or students refuse to behave professionally.
______

	Students’ speech contains four or more mistakes or students behave somewhat professionally. 
______

	Students’ speech has less than four mistakes or students behave professionally 
______

	Students’ speech contains no mistakes and students behave very professionally. 
______


	Grammar and Spelling 
	Students make more than four mistakes. 

______

	Students make more than two mistakes.

______
	Students make two or less mistakes.

______
	Students make no mistakes. 
______

	
	
	
	Instructor comments:






	Total points:

_____/20


Appendix D

Primary Source Compare and Contrast Web








Edi Weinstein’s diary











Vera Goodkin’s interview








