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KEVIN L. MURPHY 
University of West Georgia
Department of English and Philosophy

1601 Maple Street 

Carrollton, GA  30118-2200

Office Phone: 678-839-4894
Email: kmurphy@westga.edu
EDUCATION

Ph.D.:  Southern Literature, Tulane University. Degree expected 2012.  

Officially ABD (May 2008)

Director: Dr. Rebecca Mark; First Reader: Dr. Molly Travis; Second Reader: Dr. Joel Dinerstein
Master of Arts  (Honors): English, Clemson University. August 2002.

Thesis: Melding Binaries’ Opposing Elements: Toni Morrison’s
“Recitatif” and Paradise  
Director: Dr. Donna Winchell

Bachelor of Arts (Summa Cum Laude): English, State University of West Georgia.  May 1999. 

Associate of Arts (Summa Cum Laude): Gordon College, May 1997.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Limited-Term Instructor, University of West Georgia

 August 2009-Present
English composition (19 classes to date)
African American Literature Survey (2 classes to date)

American Literature Survey (3 classes to date)

               
Lecturer, UNC, Chapel Hill                                                    August 2006 to Spring 2009

Three English composition sections per year

Introductory literature class 


    Spring 2009
Teaching Assistant, Tulane University 
    
  August 2002 to 2006
One Course of English 101 per semester 

Adjunct Instructor, University College (Tulane University)             Summer 2004, 2005 One Course of English 101 each summer

Teaching Assistant, Clemson University

  August 2000 to 2002

Fall 2000, 2001 / English 101 (two sections)

Spring 2001, 2002 / English 102 (two sections)

Writing Center Tutor, State University of West Georgia 

  August 1997 to 1999

SELECTED COURSES TAUGHT
Introduction to Fiction: Writing Between Worlds

English 123: UNC-Chapel Hill, Spring 2009


Created and taught an introductory fiction class to 35 upperclassmen.  While foremost a course designed to examine the techniques of fiction writing, such as plot, symbolism, and point of view, the thematic core of the course explored the fiction of writers who deal with characters  living  between worlds and the questions regarding identity formation that arise from their investigations.  Beginning with Conrad’s famous exploration of colonial Africa in Heart of Darkness, the course examined how such issues as colonialism, migration, and travel affect narrative attempts to define the self in an age of increasingly dissolving boundaries (racial, national, cultural, and ethnic). Taking a global perspective, the course included contemporary fiction from Africa, Canada, England, and America.  
Writing in the Disciplines

Freshman Composition II: UNC- Chapel Hill, Spring 2007, 2008
Designed and taught the second unit of freshman writing for 19 students.  As an introduction to writing in the three primary academic disciplines (natural sciences, social sciences, and the humanities), the course asked students to examine how evidence, audience, and purpose affected the writing process in each field.  More specifically, the course required students to read and recreate the types of writing most commonly used by researches in each professional field, such as sociological journal articles written from primary research and the literary analysis essay.  Students also learned how to maneuver the various documentation systems required for each discipline, such as AMA, APA, and MLA.   



Living the “Good” Life: Ethics in American Culture

Freshman Composition: Tulane University, Spring 2006

Designed and taught introductory writing course for 18 students.  Focused on the theme of what it means to be a responsible American citizen in the 21st century, the course helped students craft their own ethical arguments as they examined some of  those arising from the fields of consumer culture, the environment, and higher education.  Using a wide range of readings from essays by bioethicist Peter Singer to the play The Shapes of Things by Neil LaBute, students learned to construct essays according to a range of traditional models, such as summary, evaluation, literary analysis, and persuasive argument.  

The Aesthetics of Appearance: Race, Beauty, and Myth

Freshman Composition:  Tulane University, Fall 2002 – Spring 2005


Designed and taught course for 18 students over a period of six semesters.  Using excerpts from Naomi Wolf’s The Beauty Myth as a starting point, the class explored our culture’s emphasis on physical beauty and the ideologies that inform it.  Paying particular attention to the racial assumptions embedded in “the beauty myth,” the class read and analyzed Toni Morrison’s novel The Bluest Eye. Reading a range of feminist critics such as bell hooks, Susan Bordo, Jean Kilbourne, and art critic John Berger, students were encouraged to enter this ongoing intellectual dialogue concerning the way women’s bodies have been viewed, positioned, and often objectified in art, film, literature, contemporary advertisements, and television.  
Writing About Difference

Freshman Composition: University College (Tulane University), Summer 2004, 2005


Designed and taught one course each summer in which students learned the basic building blocks for producing effective writing acceptable to the academic community. Students read essays about people trying to navigate various cultural, religious, and economic divides, whether it was a Muslim student living in America after September 11th or a black man living in a wealthy, predominantly


white neighborhood.  As students explored how these authors navigated their own differences within a culture or space often created by and for the majority, they were asked to write about the way in which their own differences (or lack of difference at times) affected and structured their daily lives.  
Common Knowledge: The Idea of The University 

Freshman Composition I:  Clemson University, Fall 2000, 2001

Planned and instructed introductory writing course for two classes with an average of 24 students in each. Class focused on developing students’ compositional, rhetorical, and stylistic capabilities as they engaged classical essays about the nature and purpose of the university.  Reading works by John Cardinal Newman, Paulo Friere, George Orwell, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and others, students learned not only how to narrate their own college experiences but also how to evaluate their experiences in the light of these authors’  theories about higher education and the acquisition of knowledge.  
Rhetoric and Composition: Theories of Argument

Freshman Composition II:  Clemson University, Spring 2001, 2002

Planned and instructed two courses of persuasive writing with a class average of 24 students.  Using Elements of Argument as both a reader and rhetorical guide, 

students read examples of persuasive arguments and learned the rhetorical strategies necessary to create sound arguments of their own.  Students became familiar with how to conduct and utilize research in their writing as well as how to document this research accordingly.  Students met on a weekly basis in a technology enhanced classroom, which gave them the opportunity to integrate technology into both the writing and research process. 
PUBLICATION

“Between Martyrdom and Machismo: Black Men and the American South” – Book review co-authored with Donnie McMahand on Riché Richardson’s From Uncle Tom To Gangsta: Black Masculinity and the U.S. South and Abdul JanMohamed’s The Death Bound Subject: Richard Wright’s Archaeology of Death for The Southern Literary Journal, Spring, 2009. 
PRESENTATIONS

“New Orleans in the Queer Imagination: Schismatic Narratives in Jim Grimsley’s

Boulevard” – 2010 Society for the Study of Southern Literature Biannual Conference, 

New Orleans.
Invited Lecture, “The Female Tradition in African American Literature” – 2010 University of West Georgia, Sociology Department.  

“Rewriting Oedipal Structures in Lewis Nordan’s Fiction” –2009 South Central Modern Language Association Conference at Baton Rouge.
Invited Lecture, “The Politics of Black Beauty: African American Women and the Pop Cultural Imagination” – 2005 Tulane University, Tri-Delta Chapter.

“The Crisis of White Masculinity in Lewis Nordan’s Wolf Whistle” – 2005 Southern Writers Symposium at Methodist College, Fayetteville, N.C. 

Invited Respondent, “Racial Primitivism and American Modernism” – 2004 Response to Prof. Felipe Smith’s presentation on Hemingway’s The Garden of Eden. Faculty Works in Progress Series, Tulane University.

“Reading/Seeing The Other:  Racial Ambiguity in Toni Morrison’s Paradise” – 2001 Graduate Humanities Conference at Georgia Sate University

“Perceptions of Motherhood:  The Aesthetics of Jonathan Demme’s Beloved” – 1999 4th Anuual Women’s Studies Conference at Valdosta State University

ACADEMIC SERVICE

· First Year Writing Subcommittee for English 1101 – 2011-12 UWG 
· President of Sigma Tau Delta – 1998-1999, State University of West Georgia

· Contributing Editor – 1998-1999, Eclectic Literary Magazine (West Georgia)
ACTIVITIES

Study Abroad Program – 1999, Kennesaw State University Study Abroad Program in Oaxaca, Mexico.  Coursework: Advanced Spanish and Latin American Literature.
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

· South Central Modern Language Association 

· Modern Language Association
· Toni Morrison Society

· Society for the Study of Southern Literature
HONORS AND AWARDS

· George Watson Award Recipient for English

· Sally Pafford Memorial Scholarship Recipient

· George W. Walker English Scholarship Recipient
