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CERTIFICATIONS
TEXAS
Educational Diagnostician 

MISSISSIPPI

Elementary Education (K – 3), Elementary Education (4 – 8), Mentally Retarded (K – 12), Learning Disabilities (K – 12), Administrator, Elementary Principal, & Secondary Principal 

LOUISIANA

My Louisiana certificate is not current but I have been certified in the following areas:

Elementary Grades, Kindergarten, Mild/Moderate (1 – 12), &  Severe/Profound (1 – 12)

Honors/Awards
UNIVERSITY MERIT AWARD

This award is given each spring by Lamar University to recognize three faculty members for their teaching excellence.  I received the prestigious University Merit Award April 26, 2000.

MINNIE STEVENS PIPER NOMINATION

This award is given annually to fifteen professors in Texas for “Outstanding Teaching” at the college level. I was Lamar University’s nominee for the Minnie Stevens Piper Education Foundation 2001 Award.  Dr. Simmons, the university president, forwarded my nomination to the Piper Foundation Committee.  I was also nominated fall 2008 for the initial ballot for this award.

MISSISSIPPI EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM EXCELLENCE AWARD

I received this prestigious award for efforts to provide quality services to preschoolers with disabilities, spring 1992. I was serving as director of the Pearl River Infant Project, an early intervention program, provided through the community service programs of South Mississippi Regional Center.

WHO’S WHO AMONG YOUNG AMERICAN PROFESSIONALS

I received this prestigious award in 1988.  This award is given to young professionals that have exhibited exemplary service in their area of expertise.

Experience
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University:

University of West Georgia
Position:

Assistant Professor, Area of Special Education

Assessment Coordinator (SACS & PALS/TK20)
Areas taught:  

Pre-service educators, post-baccalaureate educator certification, 

Master’s and Educational Specialist students  ( assessment, research, special education law, & undergraduate and graduate practicum students)

Supervisor:  

Dr. Michael Garrett, Chair 
Address:

University of West Georgia



Professional  and Clinical Studies
1601 Maple Drive

Education Annex #237
Carrollton, GA 30118
Phone #:

(678) 839-6084 (office)

Email:


mgarrett@westga.edu
From Date:

August 2012
To Date:

currently employed at UWG
School District:
Forrest County Schools




P.O. Box 1977




400 Forrest Street




Hattiesburg, MS 39403-1977




601-545-6055

Areas Taught:

5th & 6th grade Resource and Inclusion Classes




Multi-Evaluation and Eligibility Team Chair (4th – 8th gr.)


Principals:

Dr. Hollie Parker, Principal/Karen Vines. Assistant Principal
Address:

Dixie Attendance Center




790 Elks Lake Rd

City, State, Zip:
Hattiesburg, MS 39401

Phone #:

601-582-4890

From Date:

August 2011

To Date:

currently employed

Reason for Leaving:
I wanted to return to a career in higher education.  

School District:
Jones County School District




Jones County Office of Superintendent of Education




5204 Highway 11 North




Ellisville, MS 39437




601-649-5201

Areas Taught:

1st – 6th grade Self-contained and Resource Class

Principal:

Becky Stewart

Address:

East Jones Elementary




108 Northeast Drive

City, State, Zip:
Laurel, MS 39443

Phone #:

601-425-9799

From Date:

August 2009

To Date:

May 2011

Reason for Leaving:
The 80-mile round trip drive was becoming quite costly due to gas 

prices rising.  I located a teaching position at a school less than 

7 miles from my home.

University:

Lamar University

Position:

Associate Professor, Special Education

Coordinator – Educational Diagnostician Program

Areas taught:  

Pre-service educators, post-baccalaureate educator certification, 

master’s level educators and educational diagnosticians (special education, assessment, research, human learning, school law, & normal human growth and development)

Supervisor:  

Dr. Vicky Farrow, (former Department Chair – Professional 

Pedagogy)

Address:

Lamar University

Office of Planning and Assessment

P. O. Box 10002

Beaumont, TX 77710

Phone #:

(409) 880-1843 (office)

Email:


vicky.farrow@lamar.edu
From Date:

August 1997

To Date:

December 2008

Reason for Leaving:
My husband, Anthony O. “Buddy” Griffith, passed away 

unexpectedly on 2/22/2008 from a massive heart attack.  I had taken his body back to Mississippi to bury close to several of his family members.  I also wanted to be closer to my family due to my dad having Alzheimer’s and Pulmonary Fibrosis.  By relocating to Mississippi I was able to spend time with him before his death.

School District:
Monroe City Schools




2101 Roselawn Avenue




Monroe, LA 71201




318-325-0601

Areas Taught:

4th – 6th grade special education resource, 

Mild – moderate disabilities & inclusion

Principal:

Mr. Harrington Watson  (retired)

Address:

Clara Hall Elementary




1000 Plum Street

City, State, Zip:
Monroe, LA  71202

Phone #:

318-322-8501

From Date:

August 1992

To Date:

May 1993

Reason for Leaving:
My husband went to Northeast Louisiana University now 

known as (University of Louisiana –Monroe) to work on his social work degree due to The University of Southern Mississippi losing their social work accreditation.  U.S.M. was able to re-establish their social work accreditation and we returned to Mississippi so he could complete his degree at Southern Miss.

School:

Pearl River Infant Project – Early Intervention Program for




Preschoolers (birth – five years of age) with disabilities




We provided early intervention services for the Picayune, Pearl 

River County and the Poplarville School districts in Pearl River 

County

Areas Taught:

Preschool Teacher and Center Director

Director:

Dr. Pamela Baker


Address:

South Mississippi Regional Center




1170 West Railroad Street

City, State, Zip:
Long Beech. MS  39560

Phone #:

228-868-2923

From Date:

August 1990

To Date:

May 1992

Reason for Leaving:
My husband wanted to attend Northeast Louisiana University now 

known as (University of Louisiana –Monroe) to work on his social 

work degree due to The University of Southern Mississippi losing their social work accreditation.  

School District:
Lumberton Public Schools

Areas Taught:

1st grade, junior high mathematics, special education,




served as Acting Director of Special Education working closely 

with the Title I Director

Principal:

Allen Stevens, High School Principal (retired)




Carl Hancock, Superintendent (deceased)

Address:

Lumberton Public Schools




P. O. Box 551

City, State, Zip:
Lumberton, MS 39455

Phone #:

601-796-2451

From Date:

1978

To Date:

1988

Reason for Leaving:
I had received my master’s degree and was offered a job to work at Ellisville State School by an adjunct faculty member who was a program director at the center.

Student Teaching:
Oak Grove Elementary School

Areas Taught:

1st grade

Supervising Teacher:
Betty Sellers (deceased)

Principal:

Judy Bookout (retired)

Address:

1762 Highway 24

City, State, Zip:
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

Phone#:

601-268-3862

From Date:

August 1977

To Date:

November 1977

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY (NON-TEACHING)

Employer:

The University of Southern Mississippi

Position:

Research Assistant/Internship

Supervisor:

Dr. Edgar Bedenbaugh (retired)

Address:

Department of Educational Leadership & Research




118 College Drive, Box 5027

City, State, Zip:
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001

Phone #:

601-266-4580

From Date:

1996

To Date:

1997
Reason for Leaving:
I completed my Ph.D. and accepted a teaching position at




Lamar University, Beaumont, TX.

Employer:

Ellisville State School

Position:

Program Director – Pecan Grove (Behavioral Unit)

Supervisor:

Renee Brett, Director

Address:

1101 Highway 11 South

City, State, Zip:
Ellisville, MS  39437

Phone #:

601-477-9384

From Date:

February 1995

To Date:

May 1996
Reason for Leaving:
I left to complete my Ph.D. program at The University of Southern 

Mississippi.

Employer:

South Mississippi Regional Service Center

Position:

Director of Community Services




(Early intervention services, group homes, sheltered




workshops, case management, and vocational support)

Supervisor:

Dr. Pamela Baker, Director

Address:

South Mississippi Regional Center




1170 West Railroad Street

City, State, Zip:
Long Beech. MS  39560

Phone #:

228-868-2923

From Date:

January 1994


To Date:

January 1995
Reason for Leaving:
My husband graduated from The University of Southern 
Mississippi with a degree in Social Work.  There was a hiring freeze due to budget cuts in the state of Mississippi.  He located employment at Pine Belt Mental Health/Mental Retardation in Jones County.  I transferred back to Ellisville State School in Jones 

County to work and began working on my Ph.D. again.

Employer:

Ellisville State School

Position:

Coordinator, Health Facilities Quality Assurance

Supervisor:

Betty Burns (retired)

Address:

1101 Highway 11 South

City, State, Zip:
Ellisville, MS  39437

Phone #:

601-477-9384

From Date:

June 1993

To Date:

January 1994
Reason for Leaving:
My husband accepted a social work internship with the

Mississippi Department of Child Protective Services in Harrison County, Mississippi.  We moved closer to be near his internship location in Gulfport, MS.   

Employer:

Ellisville State School

Position:

Coordinator, Health Facilities Quality Assurance

Supervisor:

Betty Burns (retired)

Address:

1101 Highway 11 South

City, State, Zip:
Ellisville, MS  39437

Phone #:

601-477-9384

From Date:

1988

To Date:

1990
Reason for Leaving:
I was interested in the early intervention program being offered

by South Mississippi Regional Center in Pearl River County.  I wanted the experience working with preschoolers with disabilities.

Faculty Annual Reviews

All performance evaluations have yielded recommendations of high merit

Academic Year 1997 – High Merit

Academic Year 1998 – High Merit

Academic Year 1999 – 2000 – High Merit

Academic Year 2000 – 2001 – High Merit

Academic Year 2001 – 2002 – High Merit

Academic Year 2002 - 2003 – High Merit

Academic Year 2003 - 2004 – High Merit

Academic Year 2004 – High Merit

Academic Year 2005 – High Merit

Academic Year 2006 – High Merit

Academic Year 2007 – High Merit

University Teaching Experience/Instructional Effectiveness

TYPE OF COURSES TAUGHT

Web Based  - These courses were offered via the Internet.  Several online meetings were scheduled with students through the use of the course chatroom/Wimba Classroom.

Interactive  - These courses were offered through interactive video conferencing with students both at Lamar and one or more distant sites (up to four distance sites for several courses taught.)

Saturday/Friday (Weekend)  - A survey of graduate students indicated a need for weekend classes added to the course schedule.  I was the first in our department to offer Saturday (6 weeks – extended day) & Friday night classes.

Off-campus – This course was offered at a satellite site.  I drove 130 miles round-trip each week to teach this course.

Traditional – These courses were offered in a traditional higher education classroom setting.
Hybrid – These courses were taught with limited on-campus meetings.
Mini Session – These courses were offered in a compressed time period twice a year between fall and spring semester or spring and summer term.  They were offered as traditional night and/or day courses and Web-based courses.

Field-based/Practicum - These courses required that students be placed in the public school setting for “real-life”, application based activities up to one-half (50%) of their course contact hours.  Faculty observed students in their field-based settings.

GRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT LAMAR UNIVERSITY

PEDG 5310
“Research for Teachers” 

(Web-based, Interactive, Traditional, Saturday & Mini Session)

PEDG 5320
“Research/Current Issues” 

(Web-based)

PEDG 5334
“Tests, Measurement & Evaluation” 

(Mini Session, Traditional, Saturday)

PEDG 5340
“Normal Human Growth and Development” 

(Traditional, Interactive, Saturday, & Web-based)

PEDG 5344
“School Law” 

(Web-based)

PEDG 5350
“Theories of Learning” 

(Traditional)

PEDG 5361 
“Survey of the Learning Potential of Exceptional Children”



(Interactive & Web-based)

PEDG 5362
“Psychoeducational Evaluation of Exceptional Children”



 (Interactive & Traditional)

PEDG 5363
“Practicum In Psychoeducational Procedures 

(Interactive, Saturday, Field-based)

PEDG 5364
“Behavior Modification and Contingency Management of Disabled 



  Learners”  

(Friday night, Web-based) 
PEDG 5365
“Instructional Processes with Exceptional Children”



(Web-based, Interactive & Mini Session)
PEDG 5366
"Modification of the Curriculum for the Atypical Learner"



(Mini Session & Web-based)

PEDG 5388
“Special Topics – Problems & Issues in Special Education”



(Traditional)

PEDG 5388
“Special Topics – Reading and Language Arts for the Exceptional



 Learner” 

(Mini Session)

EDLD 5301
“Research” (Higher Education Partnership Web-based Online Master’s 

program course - See additional information in Curriculum Vitae.) 

(Web-based)
GRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA
SPED 6792
Practicum I, Special Education (Field-Based/Hybrid)
SPED 6793
Practicum II, Special Education (Field-Based/Hybrid)
SPED 7721
Assessment in Special Education (Hybrid- 4 face-to-face meetings)
SPED 7729
Special Education Law (developed for Spring 2013 – Web-based)
SPED 8784
Research Seminar (developed for Spring 2013 – Web-based)

UNDERGRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT LAMAR UNIVERSITY

PEDG 2371  
“Introduction to Special Education” 

(Interactive & Traditional)

PEDG 3305
“Instructional Alternatives for Teaching Reading and Language Arts to the 



 Exceptional Learner” 

(Off-campus site)

PEDG 3310 
“Introduction to Education” 

(Interactive & Traditional)

PEDG 3310
REDESIGNED DEPARTMENTAL COURSE



 “Child and Adolescent Development” 

(Web-based, Interactive & Mini Session, Became a Field-based course)

PEDG 3320
“Human Learning” 

(Interactive & Traditional)

PEDG 4308
“Appraisal Processes in Programming for the Exceptional Individual” 



 (Traditional)

PEDG 4650
“Student Teachers Elementary” 

(Field-based)

UNDERGRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA
SPED
4751
Practicum III  (Field-based/Hybrid)
ACADEMIC PARTNERSHIPS - ONLINE MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAM

NEW M.ED. PROGRAM – DISTANCE LEARNING PARTNERSHIP WITH TEXAS SCHOOLS & HIGHER EDUCATON HOLDINGS

I was asked to develop and teach the new educational research distance-learning course for the new online master’s of education degree through the distance learning partnership with Higher Education Holdings, Lamar University, and numerous public school districts throughout Texas.  This was a combined research course for students pursuing one of two paths, Educational Leadership, “EDLD 5301 Research” or Teacher Leadership, “PEDG 5310 Research for Teachers.” There were several sections of the course with over 600 students enrolled through various cohorts in several public schools across Texas.  Students were required to complete assignments in five units, respond weekly to discussion activities in their assigned cohorts, and complete culminating and reflective activities.  The culminating activity for the course was the planning and development of an action research project that the student could use to address problems in their educational environment. I worked collaboratively with faculty in Educational Leadership and Professional Pedagogy, editorial and video taping staff at Higher Education Holdings, and the Academic Coaches who assisted in the management of correspondence, grading assignments, and support of the various cohorts in the Texas public school partnerships.

GRADUATE FACULTY MEMBERSHIP  

I was a graduate faculty member of Lamar University.  Membership on the graduate faculty was renewed fall semester 2006 through the 2011 – 2012 academic year.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

(The following is a list of the types of instructional methodologies I utilized in teaching my traditional, Web-based, and Interactive courses.)

Constructivist Approach – Students build their own understanding of the content through social and independent learning.  This moves the role of the learner from passive to active, and promotes group collaboration, and problem solving skills, and the reinforcement of higher order thinking.  Constructivist activities are used in my instruction to support the acquisition of effective pedagogical skills that could be incorporated in their educational practices.  Students develop critical thinking skills by working together on a variety of projects that correlate with the Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES) Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR), Generic Special Education, and Educational Diagnostician domains and competencies of the various educator certification exams.

Collaborative Approach – The goal of this approach is to prepare educators to work with co-workers, parents, educational professionals, and individuals in the community.   Groups learn to establish team goals, identify problems, develop, select, and try out interventions, evaluate effectiveness, and identify follow-up activities.   The use of scenarios and role-playing are instructional tools that help students to develop collaborative skills.  Groups also work together to complete research presentations in each class.  This approach is used to promote critical thinking and creativity that meets the increasing global demands of the 21st century learner.

Technology – Texas educators must prepare students to meet a minimum of technology skills as outlined in the Texas Essential Knowledge Skills (TEKS), Grades 6th – 8th.  Students were given the opportunity to implement skills in the areas of software usage, presentation software, multimedia software, distance learning activities, etc. 

Research – Students in my classes were expected to review current research in their field of study.  They reported and shared findings with their classmates through a research presentation, collaborative classroom activities, and course discussions.

Multimedia - Learning for students must include more than one modality.  The use of power point, the Internet, etc. were utilized to address the various learning needs of the students in my classes at Lamar University.  I used a variety of multimedia techniques for lectures, group activities and whole class activities.

Instructional Videos - I used several instructional videos to help my students understand and synthesize the various concepts presented in each of the courses I taught.  Tapes by Dr. Richard Lavoie helped students understand children with learning disabilities.  I used these to build on a variety of classroom discussions and critical thinking skills activities.  Another tape that provided examples of effective instructional strategies was "Good Morning Ms. Toliver".  Concepts such as full inclusion and the "Regular Education Initiative" were presented in the ASCD "Inclusion" tapes.  I also used tapes on Vgotsky and Piaget to help students understand normal human growth and development, and to identify when children have problems and/or delays.

EXAMPLES OF INSTRUCTIONAL EFFECTIVENESS IN COURSES TAUGHT AT LAMAR UNIVERSITY  

PEDG 5334 Test Analysis Presentation Rubric -

The students completed research on, and analyzed the components of various types of psychometric evaluations.  The rubric provided guidelines for their research presentation to the class. 
PEDG 5363 CHC and Cross-battery Assessment -

This activity was incorporated into the Educational Diagnostician practicum course to prepare students to use the Processing Model in the identification of Specific Learning Disabilities.   Students identified the Cattell-Horn-Carroll Cross-battery cognitive domains, stratums and narrow abilities, learning deficits for each of the areas, and developed an assessment plan for a variety of academic achievement areas.

Technology Rubric - 

My courses included the use of technology as an instructional tool to promote learning and enhance the curriculum in the early childhood (EC) through 12th grade learning environment.  A wide variety of technologies were introduced and utilized throughout presentations, activities, assessments, Internet research, etc.

Student Research Articles (Fall 2004/Sring 2005) -

Students taking PEDG 5310 “Research for Teachers” were required to work on both a group and individual research project.  The groups completed questionnaires, got approval from graduate studies to conduct their research, collected data, analyzed and reviewed this data as well as wrote a research article to be submitted for possible publication.  One group project "Analysis of the class-cutters" was selected for publication in the University Press annual magazine UPbeat.  It was featured on the cover of this issue.  Students also completed individual research articles and submitted them to a variety of educational journals in their respective fields of study. A student from the fall 2004 class had her article accepted, and published during spring 2005.  Beverly Hill's manuscript "Learning Styles and Standardized Test Scores:  Is There a Connection?" was published in the Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin, spring 2005.

ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS DEVELOPED FROM CURRENT EDUCATIONAL LEGISLATION

I developed new Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES) and Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) type questions that incorporated the new August 2006 guidelines of the Individuals with Disabilities Act/2004 (I.D.E.A.) and No Child Left Behind (NCLB) for exams in each of the courses I taught.  Students read scenarios and answered TExES and CEC based questions to review the competencies and domains covered in the course.  These questions assessed if students were mastering these domains and competencies.  The activities and questions prepared the educator for the implementation of Response to Intervention (RTI) and the new criteria for identifying specific learning disabilities in the regular education initiative, and special education classrooms.

ASSESSMENT SCENARIOS

I developed general education inclusion and, various special education classroom assessment scenarios for use in-group activities.  Students worked collaboratively identifying the TExES competencies and domains within the scenarios and developed strategies for the assessment of learning. 

EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSTICIAN PRACTICUM (PEDG 5363)

I redesigned and implemented a practicum that met the criteria outlined by the State Board for Certification (SBEC) for Educational Diagnosticians.  Students completed a practicum that incorporated all the TExES domains and competencies, and CEC standards.  The practicum involved several components.  Sixteen (16) hours were spent directly shadowing a certified educational diagnostician to understand the roles and responsibilities of this position.   Students completed a tracking sheet documenting those direct observations of their mentor diagnostician.  Addition hours included participation on the Admission, Review & Dismissal (ARD) committee.  Students documented a variety of ARD meetings such as transitional ARDs, placement ARDs, pre-referral ARDs, etc., as well as 60 – 80 hours assessing children, reviewing evaluation data, writing the interdisciplinary assessment report, and preparing all required ARD paperwork from pre-referral to placement.  This was a total of 150 hours for all field-based activities. Students also defined terms, researched a variety of critical areas in the role of the diagnostician, and identified instructional and assessment strategies.  New areas were added to the practicum:  Response to Intervention (RTI), changes in the Specific Learning Disability (SLD) criteria using Cross-Battery Assessment (Processing Model), and new statistical interpretations in the discrepancy model.

CERTIFICATION EXAM ACTIVITIES

TExES Examination of Educator Standards (TExES) Review Sessions -  

The Texas State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) required that educators pass the TExES exam in their certification areas as one of the criteria for obtaining a certificate.   I conducted intense review and study sessions for students taking the Educational Diagnostician exam.  Two to four hour sessions were scheduled to identify effective test taking strategies, work on practice exams, review the TExES domains and competencies, and to provide a general overview of the content body of knowledge in assessment, disability legislation, characteristics of various disabilities, effective modifications and accommodations, and instructional strategies for students with learning problems.

TExES Exam Comprehensive Study Guide -

I developed a new comprehensive study guide for Educational Diagnostician students to use during the TExES review session to prepare them for the certification exam.  This was aligned with the TExES competencies and domains and CEC standards.  New areas of concern in assessment, exceptionality categories and their relationship to I.D.E.A., and the Texas Education Code were addressed. This study guide incorporated test taking strategies, practice questions developed in graduate level courses, content area information on psychoeducational evaluations, English as a Second Language (ESL) assessments, early childhood programs for children with disabilities, effective practices, and federal laws pertaining to special education.  New study questions were developed to help assess the educational diagnostician candidate’s knowledge base and identify problem areas to be addressed before taking the certification exam.

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ACCREDITAION OF TEACHER EDUCATION (NCATE) ASSESSMENTS

I developed several NCATE rubrics to evaluate student performance of educational diagnostician candidates.

· Assessment #3 Test Analysis Rubric (PEDG 5334 – “Tests, Measurement & Evaluation”)

· Assessment #4 Practicum Assessment Rubric – Field and Clinical Experiences (PEDG 5363 – “Practicum in Psychoeducational Procedures”)

· Assessment #5 Learning Environment (PEDG 5365 – “Instructional Processes with Exceptional Learners” – Inclusive Classroom Assessment Rubric) (PEDG 5366 – “Modification of Curriculum and Instruction for the Atypical Learner”  - Special Education Classroom Assessment Rubric)

· Assessment #6 Assessment of Children (PEDG 5362 – “Psychoeducational Evaluation of Exceptional Learners”)

DATA COLLECTION

Lamar University - Data collection from individuals taking the Educational Diagnostician TExES exam, NCATE rubrics, and Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) rubrics were reviewed and analyzed.  This data was used in evaluating course deficiency areas, and as a tool to realign course objects, standards, and redevelop rubrics, and assessments for all courses in the educational diagnostician certification program.

University of West Georgia – I am working with faculty in the area of special education to collect data for SACS and NCATE as the Special Education Area Assessment Coorindator.

FACULTY SUPPORT, TRAINING AND COLLABORATION

One of our professors had to take medical leave after the Spring 2007 semester had started.  An adjunct faculty member was hired from the Region V Education Service Center to teach two of the co-worker’s classes.  I worked with her on how to navigate and use WebCT for the online course she would be teaching.  I also provided training on the role and responsibilities of a university faculty member.  I supported her and assisted her in setting up a my.lamar email account, and provided information on syllabi requirements, and the TExES and CEC domains, competencies, and standards. I provided a brief workshop on the my.lamar system and ordered textbooks and the instructor’s guides for the classes she taught. 

Professional Development

In an effort to provide the most effective pedagogical standards for my students, I participated in workshops for professional development and self-improvement.  These activities have increased my knowledge base in a wide variety of areas that support and enhance my instructional skills.

1. K-5 Math Strategies for the Common Core State Standards, November 5, 2011, Gulfport School District, Gulfport, MS.  Hands-on instructional strategies to use in teaching the Math Common Core Standards were presented in the six-hour workshop.
2. Eighth Annual Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Related Concerns Conference, October 20 – 21, 2011, Temple Baptist Church, Hattiesburg, MS.  Speakers covered topics ranging from ranging from autism to reading strategies for children with dyslexia in this two-day conference.
3. Differetiated Instruction/Envision Math – Saturday, October 15, 2011, Dixie Attendance Center, Forrest County Schools, Hattiesburg, MS.  Math strategies for the differentiated classroom were presented in this six-hour workshop.
4. Common Core State Standards – Saturday, September 24, 2011, Dixie Attendance Center, Forrest County Schools, Hattiesburg, MS.  The Common Core Standards and instructional methods were covered in this six-hour workshop.
5. SMART Table Training – May 19, 2011, Moselle Elementary, Jones County School District, Moselle, MS.
6. 15th Annual Dubard Symposium: Dyslexia and Related Disorders.  February 3 -4, 2011, The University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS.  The conference focused on reading comprehension, instructional strategies for children with autism, reading strategies and dyslexia, and creating a successful educational environment for children with learning disabilities.
7. The Out-of-Sync Child:  Sensory Processing Disorders in Children, February 26, 2010, New Orleans, LA.  The focus of this workshop is to spend a day learning from experts how to help children conquer sensory processing disorders (students with autism).
8. Building Background Knowledge through Academic Vocabulary, by Dr. Gracy Taylor, OK Educational Services, Inc.  February 17, 2010, Northeast Jones High School, Laurel, MS.  The workshop focused on strategies for building vocabulary.
9. MAAECF – Mississippi Alternative Assessment of Extended Curriculum Frameworks, Winter 2010, The University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS The University of Southern Mississippi.  This workshop reviewed the Extended Curriculum Framework, data collection, and evidence documents as they relate to assessing severely cognitively delayed students that are unable to take the MCT2 exam. 
10. Review of Case Studies to Demonstrate Interpretation and Report Writing, December 11, 2008, Region 5, Education Service Center, Silsbee, TX. I attended this workshop with several of my graduate practicum students.  Gail Chermaine, Ph.D., University of Houston conducted the workshop.  Information on the use of Cross Battery Assessment and the changes in writing Full Individual Evaluation (FIE) reports for students assessed for special education was presented at the workshop.  Case studies were used to interpret assessment data and determine effective report writing that meets the new model of Learning Disability in Texas. 
11. Cross Battery Assessments Effective Teaming for Quality Educational Services, October 27, 2008, Region 5, Education Service Center, Silsbee, TX.  Judy Rudebusch, ED.D. CC-SLP, addressed Learning Disabilities determinations under the new Texas model and the use of Cross Battery Assessment through a teaming approach.  Four of my graduate practicum students also attended the workshop with me.  We worked with other Educational Diagnosticians and Speech Language Pathologists to plan cross battery assessments using a teaming method, interpretation of data, and determination of disability eligibility for several cases presented at the workshop.  
12. National Educator’s Law institute (NELI) – 7TH Annual Assessment Boot Camp, May 2008 Austin, TX – I attended the NELI Law Institute for a two-day training session on various areas of special education services in Texas schools and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (I.D.E.A.).  Attorneys presented topics critical to general and special education. 

13. Texas Educational Diagnostician’s Executive Board Meeting – July 2008 Austin, TX – I attended the Annual Executive Board Meeting as a representative from the Region V Texas Educational Diagnostician’s Association (TEDA) Sabine-Neches Chapter.  Information on Cross-Battery assessment and report writing were presented. 

14. TExES REVIEW SESSION – ST. THOMAS UNIVERSITY, HOUSTON, TX – I attended a TExES review session by “TExES Reviews” in Winter 2007. The purpose of the review session was to gain additional knowledge to prepare our educational diagnostician candidates to be successful on the certification exam.
15. TECHNOLOGY TRAINING - Spring 2007 & Fall 2006 - I attended several training sessions on how to use technology to support my instruction.  Sessions were offered by the Distance Learning Department in the John Gray Center.

16. TECHNOLOGY COURSE - I enrolled in a mini session class (2006 – 2007) at Lamar University in Educational Leadership.  The purpose of taking this course was to refresh my instructional technology skills and gain knowledge to assist me in providing a level of instructional technology that will help my students to achieve a minimum competency level of the 6 – 8th grade technology TEKS, as required for teacher competency by the Texas State Department of Education.
17. TECHNOLOGY TRAINING – ADOBE - I attended several training sessions fall 2006 on training on Adobe to develop and publish a website. 
18. EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSTICIAN TExES CERTIFICATION EXAM - I took the Educational Diagnostician TExES exam June 2006, to make sure that the courses I taught and the review sessions I offered were providing the needed information for our students to be competent in the skills necessary to pass the certification examination.

19. HIGHER EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE (HEC) – 2003 – 2005.  The main goal of these workshops was to provide a forum to discuss and incorporate scientifically-based reading research (SBRR) relative to educator preparation programs.  Materials were provided that could be incorporated into our courses in the areas of reading and language arts.  These workshops covered many topics related to “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) and “Reading First”.

20. HUMAN PARTICIPANT PROTECTIONS EDUCATION FOR RESEARCH – I completed this online course sponsored by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) on 5/1/05.  Information from this course was incorporated into my research and used in the courses I taught. 

21. WebCT TRAINING – June 2001, Lamar University – I attended this workshop to receive training in the use and implementation of this web-course software.  The purpose of the training was to assist faculty in transferring previously developed Web-based courses to the WebCT program.

22. COLLABORATIVE VIDEOCONFERENCING CERTIFICATION PROGRAM – May 2000, The Center for Distance Learning Research, Texas A & M University -  I attended a three day training workshop to increase my pedagogical skills in the interactive videoconferencing classroom. 

23. eCollege FACULTY TRAINING SESSION – October 1999 – I attended a two-day workshop on the addition of Internet instructional capability to our campus.  One-on-one sessions were conducted with faculty to train us to develop and implement Web-based courses.

24. 1998 FALL TEXAS TEACHER EDUCATOR CONFERENCE -  October 1998, Dallas, TX -  Consortium of State Organizations for Texas Teacher Education (CSOTTE) – I attended the conference to gain information on strategies needed to increase the passage rate for students taking the ExCET (Exam for the Certification of Educators in Texas).

25. EDUCATOR PREPARATION IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE – 6 hrs training

Texas State Board for Educator Preparation Certification (SBEC) & Education Service Center, Region XIII -  Cohort 2 Educator Preparation Improvement Initiative Peer Assistant Training Institute – Summer 1998 – Additional training was provided on ExCET competencies (Exam for the Certification of Educators in Texas) and implementation of these competencies in the teacher education program.

26. EDUCATOR PREPARATION IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE – 14 hours of training - Texas State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) & Education Service Center, Region XIII – Educator Preparation Improvement Initiative Peer Assistant Training Institute – Summer 1997 – Training was provided on ExCET competencies (Exam for the Certification of Educators in Texas) and implementation of these competencies in the teacher education program. 

Course Evaluations

I received average and excellent instructor evaluations in the courses I have taught at Lamar University.   Individual question scores on the ”Instructor Evaluation” ranged from 3.00 to 5.00 on a 5.00 scale.  Overall course evaluations averages ranged from above 4.00 to 5.00.
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for Texas Teacher Education (CSOTTE): Capitalizing on Change, Austin, TX

Griffith, K. G., Goulas, F. G. & Nguyen, A. D. (2008, June)  Roundup the posse!  We are 


lassoing the renegades:  Insuring student safety.  Research paper presented at the 


2008 Texas Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference (TCEC):  


Research to Practice Roundup, Irving, TX.

Goulas, F. M. & Griffith, K. G. (2007, March)  Gems of technology:  The distance 

learning link for instructional technology.  Research paper presented at the 10th 

Annual Conference of the Texas Distance Learning  Association (TxDLA):  

Discover the Treasures of Distance Learning.
Griffith, K. G., Henry, L.J. & Goulas, F. M. (2004, October).  Sailing the seas of success 


in reading & language arts for struggling at-risk students, grades 3 – 5. Research 


paper presented at the 2004 Texas ASCD (Association for Supervisors and 


Curriculum Developers) 2004 Annual Conference, Corpus Christi, TX.
Goulas, F.M., Griffith, K. G. & Vine-Guillory, K. (2004, October).  Propelling struggling 


writers to achievement. Research paper presented at the 2004 Texas ASCD 


(Association for Supervisors and Curriculum Developers) 2004 Annual 


Conference, Corpus Christi, TX.

Goulas, F. M., Griffith, K. G. & Henry, L.J. (2002, June)  Linking pieces to the inclusion 


puzzle.  Research paper presented at the 2002 Texas Council for Exceptional 


Children’s State Conference, San Antonio, TX.
Griffith, K. G., Goulas, F. M. & Henry, L. J. (2002, March) Have we been driving down 


a one-way lane? – Research paper presented at the 2002 Texas Distance 


Learning Association’s Annual Conference, Fort Worth, TX.  
Griffith, K. G., Goulas, F. M. & Henry, L. J. (2002, March) Effective collaboration for 


interactive classes.  Research paper presented at the 2002 Texas Distance 


Learning Association’s Annual Conference, Forth Worth, TX.
Griffith, K.G. & Crawford, C. (2000, October)  Are we missing prospective employees for 


our classrooms?  Research paper presented at the Texas Association for 


Supervisors and Curriculum Developers (ASCD) Annual Conference, 

Houston, TX.

Griffith, K. G. (2000, October).  Get along little doggie:  How to lasso nontraditional 


candidates into teaching.  Research paper presented at the 2000 Consortium of 


State Organizations for Texas Teacher Education, (CSOTTE), Texas Teacher 


Education Conference, Austin, TX.

Griffith, K. G. (2000, June).  Creating collaborative group activities via the electronic 


classroom. Research paper presented at the 2000 Summer Institute, Excellence in 


Teacher Education for the New Millennium, Centers For Professional 


Development and Technology,  Arlington, TX

Cooper, M. J. & Griffith, K. G. (1999, June).  HERO – The preparation of students for 


the inclusion of schoolmates with disabilities. Research paper presented at the 


1999 Texas Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, 

San Antonio, TX.

Griffith, K. G. (1995, fall).  Every Client is a Winner, Paper presented at the Joint 

Conference Mississippi  Chapter American Association on Mental Retardation  

AAMR) – Mississippi Community Mental Health/Mental Retardation Council 

(MHMR), Biloxi, MS

Griffith, K. G. (1991, October).  Early intervention and the family. Research paper 


presented at the Mississippi Council on Family Relations Conference, Mississippi 


University for Women, Columbus, MS

Griffith, K. G. (1990,Fall).  A program design for early intervention. Research paper 


presented at the Joint Conference of the Mississippi Chapter American 


Association on Mental Retardation (AAMR) & Mississippi Community Mental 


Health/Mental Retardation Council (MHMR)

Keller, M. J., Burns, B. & Griffith, K. G. (1989, November)  Incorporating quality 


assurance – Improved services. Research paper presented at the Mississippi Parks 


and Recreation Services Conference, Biloxi, MS

Keller, M. J., Burns, B. & Griffith, K. G. (1988, Fall) Building a quality assurance 


program. Research paper presented at the  Joint Conference of the Mississippi 


Chapter American Association on Mental Retardation (AAMR) & Mississippi 


Community Mental Health/Mental Retardation Council (MHMR)

REGIONAL CONFERENCES

Goulas, F. M., Griffith, K. G. & Henry, L. J. (2008, March).  Dirty little secrets:  An 


expose’ of student sexual abuse by teachers. Poster presentation presented at the 


2008 Education Today:  Trends & Research, 5th Annual Education Research 


Conference, Lamar University, Beaumont, TX.
Goulas, F. M. & Griffith, K. G. (2007, March).  Instructional technology: The distance 


learning link for instructional delivery.  Poster presentation presented at the 2007 


Education Today:  Trends & Research, 4th Annual Education Research 


Conference, Lamar University, Beaumont, TX.
Griffith, K. G. (2007, March).  Attitudes and distance learning in the college of 


education, Lamar university.  Research paper presented at the 2007 Education 


Today:  Trends & Research, 4th Annual Education Research Conference, Lamar 


University, Beaumont, TX. 
Griffith, K. G. & Goulas, G. M. (2006, October).  Linkages to undergraduate and 


graduate university instruction:  Showcasing educator preparation via distance 


learning.  Research presentation at the San Jacinto College Technology 


Showcase, in conjunction with the Texas Distance Learning Association.  San 


Jacinto College – North Campus, Houston, TX.

Goulas, F. M., Henry, L. J. & Griffith, K. G. (2006, March).  Literally blown away:  A 


tale of two cities in the path of nature’s destruction and the effects of this 


destruction on students.  Poster presentation at the 2006 Education Today:  


Trends and Research, 3rd Annual Education Research Conference, Lamar 


University, Beaumont, TX.

Goulas, F. M., Griffith, K. G., Nguyen, A. , & Vine-Guillory, K.  (2005, March - April).

Propelling struggling writers to success utilizing Lamar university's red, white, and you! Theme!  Research paper presented at the 2004 Education Today:  Trends 

and Research, 2nd Annual Education Research Conference, Lamar University, Beaumont, TX. 

Goulas, F. M., Griffith, K. G., & Nguyen, A.  (2005, March - April).  An action research 


project using technology through a social justice theme with collaboration by 


urban public schools and a university with participation with participation of at-


risk third grade through fifth grade students.  Poster presentation presented at the 


2005 Education Today:  Trends and Research, 2nd Annual Education Research 


Conference, Lamar University, Beaumont, TX. 
Griffith, K. G. & Goulas, F. M. (2004, March).  Are we providing the effect in the 


effectiveness of educator preparation programs? Poster presentation at the 2004 


Education Today:  Trends and Research, Education Research Conference, Lamar 


University, Beaumont, TX. 
Goulas, F. M., Griffith, K. G. & Henry, L. J. (2004, March).  Enhancing responsive 


learning environments through differentiated instruction. Poster presentation at 


the 2004 Education Today:  Trends and Research, Education Research 


Conference, Lamar University, Beaumont, TX.  
Griffith, K. G. & McLaughlin, G, (2004, March).  Supporting research through e-journal 


development and implementation  Research paper presented at the 2004 Education 


Today:  Trends and Research, Education Research Conference, Lamar University, 


Beaumont, TX. 
SUBMITTED NATIONAL CONFERENCES

Griffith, K. G., Goulas, F. M. & Henry, L. J. (submitted 2007).  Differentiating distance 


learning:  Introspection and achievement in learners.  Research proposal 


submitted for a paper at the Spring 2008, United States Distance Learning 


Association (USDLA) National Conference, St. Louis, MO.

Griffith, K. G. & Goulas, F. M. (submitted 2004).  Sailing the seas of success in reading 


and language arts for struggling, at-risk students grade 3 – 5.  Research proposal  
submitted to the 2004 Texas ASCD (Association for Supervisors and Curriculum Developers) 2004 Annual Conference, Corpus Christi, TX.  
Rizvan, Q., Brown, C., Griffith, K. G., Goulas, F. M. & Thompson, J. (submitted 2003).  


Balancing the scales:  The art of teaching phonics and whole language.  Research 


proposal submitted for a paper at the 2003 American Association of Colleges for 


Teacher Education Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA, January 24 – 27, 2003.
Weeks, L. A., Griffith, K. G. & Goulas, F. M. (submitted 2003).  Spiraling down the 


yellow brick road:  Instructing pre-service teachers to utilize the key roles in 


developing effective cooperative learning groups.  Research proposal Submitted 


for a paper at the 2003 American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 


Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA, January 24 – 27, 2003.
Goulas, F.M., Griffith, K. G. & Henry, L. J. (submitted 2002).  The inclusion puzzle.  


Research Proposal submitted for a  paper at the 25th Annual Conference, Teacher 


Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children, Savannah, 


Georgia,Oct. 30 – Nov. 3, 2002

Griffith, K. G. (2001, Summer).  Student collaborations within a web-based environment.  


Research paper accepted for presentation at the Centers for Professional 


Development and Technology, Arlington, TX.  (CONFERENCE WAS 


CANCELLED DUE TO FUNDING DIFFICULTIES – GRANT WAS NOT 


REFUNDED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS)

INTERNATIONAL ROUND TABLE

I accepted an invitation to be a participant in the OXFORD ROUND TABLE, Oxford, England, March 2003. Invitations are sent to selected persons recognized in their field of study as outstanding educational leaders. The Oxford Roundtable provides a forum for the study and consideration of current issues facing state and national systems of education.  The Round Table is comprised of a small select group of leaders from both the public and private sectors of several countries.  I was unable to attend due to severe budget cuts at Lamar University.  It was also recommended that travel outside the United States was not safe at this time due to the high terror alert levels after 9/11. 
GRANTS FUNDED

COMMUNITY GRANT (FUNDED)

Griffith, K. G. (2003 - 2005).  Lamar Student Research (All Campus Representation), 


Reading & literacy,  Exxon-Mobile, Partners for Progress.  –Funds given to the 


Lamar Student Research Organization for student research in the area of Reading 


& Literacy (funded $7,000).
LAMAR UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ENHANCEMENT GRANT (REG) - (FUNDED)

Griffith, K. G. & McLaughlin, G. (2003 - 2004).  Student research e-journal and 


implementation.  (funded $5,000). This grant was funded for the 2003 - 2004 


academic year. http://dept.lamar.edu/lustudentjnl/ 

Griffith, K. G. &  Rice, D. V. (2002 - 2003) Assessing the impact of instructional 

technology on two rural school districts, Lamar University Research 

Enhancement Grant (funded $5,000), A collaborative effort between the departments of Professional Pedagogy and Educational Leadership. 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANT (FUNDED)

McNair Post Baccalaureate Scholars Grant, Spring, Summer & Fall 2002, TRIO Grant 


Programs, U.S. Department of Education Grant Writing Team.  The grant was 


submitted to continue funding for the current McNair Scholar’s Program at Lamar 


University.  The grant writing team consists of myself, Dr. Judith Mann, 


Psychology, Dr. Madelyn Hunt, General Studies & Professor of Biology, 

Dr. Fara Goulas, Professional Pedagogy, Dr. Boyd Lanier, Continuing Education 

And Professor of Political Science, Wendy McBryde, McNair Coordinator, & Dr. 

Brok Boekhout, Psychology.  This was an interdisciplinary effort between faculty 

in the Colleges of Education and Human Development, Arts and Sciences, 

General Studies, and Continuing Education. The previous grant was awarded in 

1999. I was also a member of the original grant writing team.

GRANTS SUBMITTED

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANT

Talent Search Grant, Spring, Summer & Fall 2001, TRIO Grant Programs,U.S. 


Department of Education Grant Writing Team.  The grant was submitted October 


19, 2001.  The grant writing team consisted of myself as the Principle 


Investigator, Dr. Judith Mann, Psychology, Dr. Madelyn Hunt, General Studies &

Professor of Biology, Dr. Brok Boekhout, Psychology, and Dr. Boyd Lanier, 

Continuing Education and Professor of Political Science.  This was an

interdisciplinary effort between faculty in the Colleges of Education and Human 

Development, Arts and Sciences, General Studies, and Continuing Education.  
The grant was a collaborative agreement between Lamar University, the Beaumont Housing Authority, and the Port Arthur Independent School District.

Two surveys were developed and sent to the schools in the Region V Educational Service Center area and the Beaumont Housing Authority.  The data were used to support the Needs section of the grant.

EDITORIAL WORK

TEXTBOOK REVIEWER

Textbook Reviewer – Pearson/Merrill/Prentice Hall
Reviewer for the current edition of the text:  Assessing Infants and Preschoolers with Special Needs, 3rd Edition by McLean/Wolery/Bailey (2008).
Textbook Reviewer – Houghton Mifflin
Reviewed draft manuscript of Methods & strategies for teaching students with mild disabilities:  A case-based approach. 
ONLINE PEER-REVIEWED RESEARCH JOURNALS

Editor – The Lamar University Electronic Journal of Student Research (EJSR) http://dept.lamar.edu/lustudentjnl/   I developed the student-faculty research journal with another colleague in the College of Education and Human Development.  The purpose of the journal was to support student-faculty collaborative research.  I was the editor for volumes one through nine.  I recruited faculty reviewers, sent manuscripts for a blind peer-review to members of the editorial board, formatted, and uploaded the journal issue, maintained the journal website, and sent correspondence to authors and their faculty mentors. 

Editorial Board – Electronic Journal of Inclusive Education (EJIE).  http://www.ed.wright.edu/resources/publications/ejie/index.htm  This peer-reviewed journal is published by Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio.  As an editorial board member, I reviewed manuscripts (blind-review)  for the journal’s editor, Dr. Patricia Renick.  The journal focused on the inclusion of individuals with disabilities in general educational settings.  I was asked to be a member of the editorial board after the editor had accepted two research papers I had submitted to be published by EJIE.

PEER REVIEWED JOURNALS

NATIONAL FORUM JOURNALS - REVIEWER - I read and reviewed research manuscripts for several editions of the National Forum Educational Administration and Supervision Journal.

NATIONAL FORUM OF EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION JOURNAL - ASSOCIATE NATIONAL EDITOR 
National Forum of Educational Administration and Supervision Journal 24 (3), 2007 – 2008

National Forum of Educational Administration and Supervision Journal 25 (2), 2008

National Forum of Educational Administration and Supervision Journal 23 (3) 2006

I was the liaison between Lamar University and the editor, Dr. William Kritsonis, National Forum Journals.  I coordinated faculty and student research to showcase in this issue sponsored by the College of Education and Human Development at Lamar University.  I sent manuscripts for a blind peer-review by the editorial board of the National Forum Journals.  The hard-copy journal was published featuring outstanding research efforts of faculty and students at Lamar University. 

NATIONAL FORUM OF TEACHER EDUCATION – ASSOCIATE NATIONAL EDITOR

National Forum of Teacher Education, 18 (1 & 2), 2007 – 2008

NATIONAL JOURNAL OF APPLIED EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL -
PROOF EDITOR

National Forum of Applied Educational Research Journal 21, (2), 2008

ANNUAL LAMAR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION RESEARCH CONFERENCE - PEER REVIEWER

I reviewed several packets of abstracts and research paper submissions for the College of Education’s 2ND Annual Education Research Conference.  This is an annual event sponsored by the College of Education and Human Development to support educational faculty research endeavors in Texas and surrounding states.

RESEARCH MENTOR

I reviewed research by my colleagues and encouraged Dr. Buck, Dr. Arterbury and Dr. Crawford to submit an article to the National Forum Journals.  This article was published in the online 2007 edition of National Forum of Educational Administration and Supervision Journal.

CONFERENCE MODERATOR

Keeping the Touch in Technology (2007, April):  10th Anniversary, Crossing Boundaries:  Making Knowledge about Teaching & Learning Visible. THE (Teaching In Higher Education) Forum, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA.

Research Interests

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES, ACTION RESEARCH AND THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

With my return to the K-12 classroom for a period of three years after the death of my husband, I became interested in how action research could be a tool to assist educators in implementing the common core state standards.

ASSESSMENT, ACTION RESEARCH AND THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
I have an interest in developing innovative approaches and best practices through a variety of assessment tools that will help educators collect, analyze and utilize data to support instruction.

SPECIAL EDUCATION FACULTY/SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER RETENTION

I am working with a colleague on the area of retention of special educators at both the university and K-12 level.
APPLICATION OF ACTION RESEARCH

 (Fall 2008) Lamar University Internal Review Board IRB#7340877.    The study was used to determine if the application-based curriculum of the online research course meets the practical needs of educators and school districts through relevant, research-based content which emphasizes the use of action research to address the challenges of educating students for a rapidly changing, diverse, technological global community.  A survey (questionnaire) was used to determine if practicing educators’ attitudes support the hypothesis that educational problems are best solved through the use of this tool.  Also addressed was the utilization of action research as a tool to meet the criteria of “No Child Left Behind” NCLB and the 2004 “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act”, IDEA and its emphasis on “Response to Intervention”, RTI.  Research papers have been presented in this area.

STUDENT RESEARCH - Data was collected to identify support structures that encourage collaborative student-faculty research. (2003 - 2008)

Research papers have been published in this area.

LANGUAGE ARTS RESEARCH - Data was collected on a variety of areas critical to language arts as it applies to at-risk learners and the No Child Left Behind Act. (2003 - 2008). Research papers have been published in this area.  (Part of this research was done with the Exxon-Mobile grant.)

BRAIN-BASED LEARNING/MEMORY/LEARNING DISABILITIES – Data was collected in these areas to identify memory and learning strategies that affect at-risk learners and individuals with learning disabilities. (Summer 2002 – 2008)

ASSESSING INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY SKILLS OF PRE-SERVICE & IN-SERVICE TEACHERS - Data was collected to identify the instructional technology skills of pre-service and in-service teachers. (Fall 2002 – 2006) Research papers have been published in this area.

STUDENT TEACHER SURVEY – This data was collected at the end of each semester

after the students have completed their student teaching (Fall 1997 – Spring 2004).

 Data collected for analyzed and interpretation:


Technology Equity
Preparation for Educator Certification Exam




Clinical Placement Effectiveness



Overall Evaluation of Teacher Education Program


Field Experience Preparation


Affective Issues in Education and Educator Preparation Programs
Research papers have been published in several areas of the survey.

PEDAGOGICAL EFFECTIVENESS OF DISTACE EDUCATION – A survey was developed and piloted to identify effective instructional strategies needed for teaching in a variety of distance learning environments.  The purpose of this study is to identify “best practices” for meeting the instructional needs of adult learners through nontraditional instructional delivery systems. Research papers have been published in this area.

TEACHER SHORTAGES – Alternative Educator Certification – Research in this area was presented focused on the increasing shortage of educators. I am interested in effective recruitment of nontraditional and early retirees into the profession. A research paper was presented in this area.

MELLON FOUNDATION STUDY
I was asked by the Andrew W Mellon Foundation to participate in a study on the impact of new media in scholarly communication.  The information was collected to view faculty perspectives on the effects of new electronic forms of scholarly communication on American higher education.

“E-JOURNAL” DEVELOPMENT - I worked in a joint effort with colleagues in the College of Education and Human Development through a self-formed committee (inquiry group).  The goal of this group was to provide an outlet for colleagues to publish research and other scholarly work in a peer-reviewed on-line journal.  It was our objective to develop and maintain an electronic education research journal through the College of Education and Human Development at Lamar University.

Affiliations/Memberships

American Educational Research Association (AERA) 

Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 

  -Teacher Education Division (CEC/TED)

Kappa Delta Pi International Education Honor Society (KDP)

Council for Undergraduate Research (CUR) (through 2009)
   -Lamar University Representative and  -Liaison. (2003 – 2005), 

   -Board Member, Councilor At-Large Division (2004 – 2007)

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) (through 2009) 

Texas Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) (through 2009)
Association of Teacher Educators (ATE) (through 2009)
Texas Association of Teacher Educators (TxATE) (through 2009)
Texas Educational Diagnostician’s Association (TEDA) (through 2009)
International Reading Association (IRA) (through 2009)
Texas Distance Learning Association (TxDLA) (through 2009)
Texas Professional Educational Diagnosticians Board of Registry (TPED) (through 2009)
Service
SERVICE – UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA

SERVICE TO THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

PALS Committee – Representative from the Area of Special Education, Department of Clinical and Professional Studies.  This committee works with the Associate Dean to address assessment issues related to NCATE, the development of templates, rubrics, and the collection of data through the TK20 assessment system.

Technology Committee – I serve as the departmental representative from Clinical and Professional Studies on this College of Education committee.

SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Assessment Coordinator, Area of Special Education – I work with the faculty committee and Special Education Program Coordinator in the implementation of the TK20 assessment system for NCATE accreditation.  I will also be working as the SACS assessment coordinator .

STUDENT GRADUATE COMMITTEES

I have served as a member for several Educational Specialist Graduate Student committees in the Department of Clinical and Professional Studies, Areas of Special Education and Communication Sciences and Disorders.

I have served as both a committee chair and member for several Master’s Level Graduate Comprehensive Final Committees in the Department of Clinical and Professional Studies, Areas of Special Education.

I have been asked to serve as a committee member for a student working on her Ed.D. in the area of School Improvement.
STUDENT GRADUATE COMMITTEES

I have served as a member for several Educational Specialist Graduate Student committees in the Department of Clinical and Professional Studies, Areas of Special Education and Communication Sciences and Disorders.

I have served as a member for several Master’s Level Graduate Comprehensive Final Committees in the Department of Clinical and Professional Studies, Areas of Special Education.
I have been asked to serve as a committee member for a student working on her Ed.D. in the area of School Improvement.
SERVICE – LAMAR UNIVERSITY

FACULTY SENATE – Lamar University 

Faculty Senator (1999  – 2003)


Dean’s 3-Year Evaluation Election Committee Monitor – College of


   Education and Human Development (2002) (Faculty Senate Representative)

Faculty Senate Officer Election Committee (2001)

Faculty Senate Election Monitor – College of Education and Human

  Development (2000 – 2002) 

Faculty Senate - Faculty Issues Committee (1999 – 2002) 

Faculty Senate - Budget and Compensation Committee  (2001 – 2002)

I worked with Dr. Kevin Smith, Senior Associate Provost for Academic Affairs, 

to research expenditures from the computer use fee account. 

Student Service Fee Budget Committee (2001 – 2003) (Faculty Senate

 
Representative to this University committee)


Staff Appreciation Day Committee (Faculty Senate Representative to this 

University committee) (2000 – 2003)

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY

Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) (International Organization)  

Lamar University’s faculty representative and liaison (2002 - 2006) 

Lamar University has an Institutional Membership to CUR.  The Provost of Academic Affairs selects a faculty member to serve as the university’s liaison.  In my role as liaison I supported student research efforts between our university and the Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR).

Team Leader CUR Institute: (2004) The Vital Faculty: Issues After Tenure, Furman University, Greenville, SC – I was appointed by Dr. Steve Doblin, Provost of Academic Affairs, as one of five members of a team that went to the CUR Institute.  As team leader, I was appointed to call the team together to develop goals for faculty issues after tenure.  We met prior to the Institute and at Furman University.  These goals were presented to the Provost and Faculty Senate outlining ways to increase and support faculty productivity after tenure. 
Director, Annual Student Research Conference (2002 – 2005)

I coordinated and directed this annual.

* Scheduled Annual Student Research Conference

*  Advertised the Student Research Conference on campus and throughout the region

*  Enlisted faculty and students as peer-reviewers for conference proposals

*  Collected & distributed student proposals for peer-review

* Contacted student researchers of acceptance/non-acceptance for presentation

*  Sent information to all area broadcasting agencies (television & radio stations) 

*  Sent information to local and university newspapers

*  Selected catering services for breaks and formal evening award supper

*  Developed and print conference program & brochure

*  Developed budget and secure funding for conference

Chair, Annual Student Research Conference Advisory Committee (2001 - 2005)
I was the chairperson of this committee.  The purpose of the advisory committee was to collaborate to host a forum for student research.

Undergraduate Honor's Seminar Class (2004) -  Dr. Kevin Dodson, Assistant Director, Lamar University Honor’s Program, invited me to be a guest speaker in this course.  I provided information on research opportunities, examples of good research techniques, how to submit research manuscripts, and proposals for publications, and professional presentations. 
Faculty - Student Lamar Research Organization (FSLRO) – Faculty Advisory Committee (2006 – 2007)

· Helped rename the student research conference to encompass other universities and community colleges in the event.  The conference was renamed the Southeast Texas Student Research Conference.

· Developed flyer for the new Southeast Texas Student Research Conference, 2007.

· Met with the FSLRO committee to help them identify the steps to putting on a successful conference. 

· Scheduled building and auditorium for conference.

· Sent flyer to be disseminated to Honors Colleges in the region.

· Sent flyer to Lamar University faculty through the Personal Announcements section of the My.Lamar website.

· Contacted Dr. Mike Tennenbaum at Marist College to be a guest speaker for the 2007 conference.

· Contacted and recruited Dr. Cristian Bahrim, Physics and McNair Mentor, to be a member of the proposal committee to read student proposals for the conference.

Featured Guest Speaker – Alpha Lambda Delta – Phi Eta Sigma Chapter of the Freshman Honor’s Induction Ceremony (April 9, 2007) - I presented “Research is Your Future” highlighting research activities available at Lamar University as well as a basic “How To Do” undergraduate research. 
LSRO Scholar’s Night – I was invited to come back and talk to the Lamar Student Research Organization about how to conduct student research and avenues for funding student research.  (I had turned over the advisor/mentor duties of this organization to a new faculty member in the department who also had a focus on student research.)

Department of Psychology, College of Arts and Sciences – guest lecturer for the Child and Adolescent Psychology Class.  Dr. Judith Mann invited me to speak with her undergraduate class and teach the unit on children with disabilities.  I discussed types and categories of disabilities, characteristics, laws protecting individuals with disabilities and services offered by the school and community.

Department of Music Education, College of Fine Arts and Communication - Guest lecturer – Graduate Music History class (Spring 2004) - I was invited to speak to Dr. Kim Ellis’ graduate music history class during spring 2004.  My presentation was on Education, Research and Music.
Director of Continuing & Distance Education Search Committee (2001 – 2002) – I worked with representatives across the university on the selection of the Director of Continuing & Distance Education.

University Research Council – College of Education & Human Development 

Representative (2000 – 2003) – We read Research Enhancement Grants (REG) and met to select proposals for funding of scholarly activities.

Distance Learning Committee – Faculty Representative (2000 – 2003) – We discussed issues related to the distance learning programs at Lamar University.

University Honor’s Council (2003 – 2006)  - (College of Education & Human Development representative)

Scholarship & Grants Committee - University Honor's Council (2003 – 2006)

Southern Association of Schools and Colleges (SACS) Committee (university 

level) (2005 – 2007)  - I met with faculty across campus to gather data on student learning and how we could achieve this goal. (College of Education & Human Development representative)

Honors Seminar Interviews (2005) -  I was asked by Dr. Kevin Dodson to 

participate as an interviewer to prepare students for interviews for the 

Goldwater Scholarships, Fulbright Scholarships, Rotary Ambassadors, etc.  

I participated in several interview sessions asking students how they would 

handle particular situations pertinent to the scholarship, etc.

University Committee – University Professor and Merit Awards (2001) (College of Education & Human Development representative)

Associate Vice President and Dean of Graduate Studies SEARCH COMMITTEE (2000 – 2001)

Continuing Education Committee (Faculty Senate Representative) (2000 – 2001)

Curriculum Council (Faculty Senate Representative) (2000)

Student Affairs Council (1997 – 1999)

Teacher Education Council (1997 – 2000)

ACADEMIC ENHANCEMENT WORKSHOPS

I conducted “Learning Styles” workshops for the Center for General Studies.  These workshops were offered to all Lamar University students in an effort to assist them in improving their academic performance skills.  The workshops were offered during the day and on weekends to accommodate both traditional and nontraditional students.  After a mini lecture, attendees completed collaborative group activities, and a learning styles inventory.

Academic Enhancement Workshops Schedule – Spring 2000


February 15, 2000 & February 16, 2000

Academic Enhancement Workshops Schedule – Fall 2000


October 3, 2000 & October 7, 2000

Academic Enhancement Workshops Schedule – Spring 2001


February 24, 2001 & April 10, 2001

Academic Enhancement Workshops Schedule – Fall 2002


October 1, 2002 & November 14, 2002

INTERCOLLEGIATE SERVICE  

Pedagogy/Science Education Curriculum Committee  (2001 – 2003)

Deaf Education Doctoral Students - (Summer/Fall 2004)  Dr. Jean Andrews 

 invited me to speak to the deaf education doctoral candidates on research 

 opportunities for students.  I shared information on the research organization, 

 research conference and online student research journal.

Deaf Education Graduate Program Advisor (August 2004) - I was invited to meet 

with Dr. Jean Andrews, and Dr. Gallimore to discuss how to incorporate research projects into a research course.  We discussed the process of teaching how to develop, implement, and conduct research within the course.  We also discussed how to use a semester course to require that the research findings be submitted for publication.  Further discussion was provided on research opportunities for students in Deaf Education.

Search Committee – Dept. of Deaf Education & Communication

Disorders (FACULTY SEARCH COMMITTEE) (2001 – 2003)

College of Arts and Sciences – Science and Mathematics Education

Committee (College of Education Representative)  (2001 – 2003)

TAS  (2005 - 2006) - Texas Academy of Sciences (College of Education 

Representative) - The Lamar Chapter of TAS, and the Student Research Conference worked together to combine both conferences for the 2006 academic year.  The steering committee met several times in 2005 to determine conference dates, select a host hotel, conference agenda, etc. 

McNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM (1999 – 2005) 

McNair Admissions Review Committee – McNair Scholars Grant Program

McNair Scholars Grant Program Advisory Council

McNair Assistant Director Search Committee

McNair Information – I developed brochures, the application packet, and 

screening information for participants

McNair Scholar’s Program Coordinator Search Committee

McNair Scholar’s Presentation for the PhD. Experience – “Survival of the Fittest:  The Committee Experience.  This presentation was to provide a guideline on how to work with your dissertation and/or thesis committee members. 

SERVICE TO THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Chair, Instructional Designer Search Committee (2007 – 2008) – I worked with representatives across the College of Education and Human Development to review applicants, check references, conduct interviews and complete required paperwork for Human Resources.

NCATE 2nd SPA (2004 – 2006) - I was asked by the Dean, and Assistant Dean, to write the 2nd SPA for the Educational Diagnostician program.  This SPA was successful with the Education Diagnostician Program becoming  “Nationally Recognized”.  Prior to this, Lamar had not been NCATE accredited for over a decade.

Special Education Certification (EC – 12) Committee Member (2005 – 2006) - I assisted in developing a Needs Assessment and completed paperwork for the Human Subjects Review Committee.  We had the task of developing a new undergraduate special education degree plan that met the criteria of the “No Child Left Behind Act”.  This questionnaire was sent to the areas schools through the Educational Service Center. 
SACS "All Levels Program" Committee, Chair  (2005)  - We met several times to review the All-Levels (EC – 12) certifications at Lamar.  A report was completed for the College of Education and Human Development. 

Technology Committee (1999 – 2002) – I worked with representatives across the College of Education and Human Development to address Instructional Technology Issues and develop policies for Distance Learning.

Curriculum Committee (2001 – 2002) - I worked with representatives across the College of Education and Human Development to address issues critical to teacher education.

University Professor and Merit Awards Committee (2002) – I worked with representatives across the College of Education and Human Development to review nominations and select our nominees for the University Professor and University Merit Awards.  These names were sent on to the university Professor and Merit Awards Committee.

Annual Educator Career Fair Coordinator (1997 – 2002) - The Educator Career Fair is an annual collaborative event between the College of Education and Human Development, and the Career Center. Listed are several duties for this annual event:

· Chairperson of the Educator Career Fair Committee

1 Reviewed student and school district surveys to determine job fair format.

After a review of data by the committee, we changed the fair to an open session format.

2 Charged fees to school districts to defray expenses.

3 Changed the time of the session to allow students that work the opportunity to interview with the school districts.

4 Changed the name from Teacher Job Fair to Educator Career Fair.  Teachers, counselors, administrators, educational diagnosticians, etc. were recruited by participating school districts.

· Career Fair Coordinator duties:

5 Enlisted the services of Kappa Delta Pi beginning at the April 2000 career fair. They would be an example of our best students and could serve as hostesses for the event.  I presented the idea to Kappa Delta Pi at one of our monthly meetings, enlisting their support for this annual event.  The members voted to make the Educator Career Fair an annual community service.

6 Scheduled annual career fair with the Montagne Center.

7 Sent information on Educator Career Fair to former and current Lamar University Interdisciplinary Major graduates and Post Baccalaureate students.

8 Sent information on Educator Career Fair to all College of Education Faculty and staff.

9 Sent information on Educator Career Fair to school districts in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

10 Sent information on Educator Career Fair to Colleges of Education in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

11 Sent information to all area newspapers asking that they include information concerning the job fair in their publication (Golden Triangle Area).

12 Sent information to Media Services, to be posted on Channel 7, the Lamar University access channel.

13 Sent information to all area broadcasting agencies (television & radio stations) to include in their public service announcements.

14 Scheduled interviews with the following area news shows:  Channel 6 (CBS) – Morning Show with Dan Gresham, Channel 4 (NBC) – Noon Show with Stephanie Barkley, Producer, and Fox 29 in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

15 Interviewed April 2000/2001 by Dan Gresham on the Channel 6 Morning Show – discussed teacher shortage and the need for nontraditional students in the field.

16 Interviewed April 2001 by Dana Melancon – Noon Show, Channel 4.

17 Interviewed April 2001at the Fox station in Lake Charles, Louisiana.

18 Interviewed on the morning radio show on KFTA with Jeff Roberts, Producer.

19 Scheduled reporters from Channel 6, Channel 4, Channel 12 and Fox 29 to talk with career fair participants.  The News Producers scheduled camera operators, and news reporters to visit the Educator Career Fair to interview school district representatives, students, and myself.

20 Selected the following menu items for meals and refreshments from Chartwells:  morning refreshment for districts setting up their tables, luncheon buffet, and afternoon refreshments.

21 Ordered corsages for Kappa Delta Pi, the Career Center Staff, and College of Education faculty.

22 Scheduled annual Educator Career Fair Committee Meeting to discuss results and address needed changes.

Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) Committee (2005 – 2007) – I was asked to be the College of Education Representative for the University SACS QEP committee.  I met with faculty across campus to gather data on student learning and how we could achieve this goal.

College Technology Committee (1999 – 2002)

ExCET Ad Hoc Committee (Fall 1999)

Teaching Bonus Selection Committee (Spring 1998)

Texas State University System’s Standards for Excellence for Educator Preparation Report Committee  (Fall 1998)

Action Plan Committee, State Board for Educator Certification Oversight Committee Team (Fall 1998)

College Curriculum Committee (2001 – 2002)

College University Professor and Merit Awards Committee (2002)

SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL PEDAGOGY COMMITTEES

Chair, NCATE Graduate Assessment Committee (2007 – 2008) – NCATE assessments were developed for the following: Comprehensive Final Exam Rubric & Culminating Activity Rubric.  We also revised and combined the SACS rubrics for the following areas:  Critical Thinking, Research Paper, and Graduate Presentation/Technology. 

Faculty Search Committee, Foundations of Education Faculty Position (2006 - 2007) - I served as a committee member throughout the school year.  In the summer, I was asked to take the responsibility of the acting chair to bring in candidates for interviews.  I also collected candidate feedback forms and compiled data to present to the committee, Department Chair, and Dean.

Educational Diagnostician Assessment Review Committee  (2006 – 2008) - I collected, analyzed, and interpreted data from the various NCATE assessments.  The committee reviewed this data and discussed changes to improve the program.

Graduate Degree Plan Curriculum Committee (2007) - We reviewed and made changes in the Elementary and Secondary Master’s level degree plans 

Educational Diagnostician Curriculum Committee  (2007) - Reviewed curriculum content to determine which commercially developed 
assessment instruments should be ordered for instructional support.


Educational Diagnostician Advisory Committee (2006) - We reviewed and made changes in the new Educational Diagnostician Handbook and program.

Chair – Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) Outcomes Graduate Assessment Rubrics (2006 – 2007) - We developed three different rubrics to collect SACS data on the graduate programs: Presentation w/Technology, Critical Thinking Skills, and Research Paper (APA criteria) Rubrics

Chair, Phase II Committee (2005 - 2006) - Teacher Education committee reviewed

candidates for continued placement in the educator preparation program. 

Departmental Peer Review for Tenure Committee Member (2004, 2006, 2007) -  I reviewed and provided suggestions for tenure-track faculty members as part of their two-year evaluation. 

NCATE (2006) – I gathered information for reports, provided research information, developed three poster presentations, and served as a hostess to the NCATE team.

NCATE 300 Word Essays (2006) – I volunteered to read several of the 300-word essays of students entering the Teacher Education.

Chair, Departmental Tenure Committee (2005) - I scheduled meetings to discuss our task to review the Tenure Dossier, and vote on tenure for the faculty member.  I completed paperwork on the committee decision, and forwarded it to the department chair. 

Chair, Teacher Education Committees (2004 – 2005) - We reviewed students for possible admission to teacher education.

Department of Professional Pedagogy’s Departmental Chair Search Committee – (2005) Committee member

TExES Director Search Committee Member (2004) - I served on the committee to review and interview applicants for this departmental position.

SACS committee (2004) - We meet several times to review data and complete a report for the College of Education and Human Development. 

General Education Curriculum Realignment Committee – (2002 – 2003) Our committee reviewed the degree plans for teacher certification and re-aligned courses  to meet state criteria.

Master Reading Teacher Committee (2002 – 2003) – We met to discuss the Master Reading Teacher program and reading issues at the undergraduate and graduate levels.

Graduate Education Committee (2002 – 2003) - The committee met to review the graduate degree plans, and revise courses to meet student needs.

New Faculty Search Committee (1998 – 2008) - I have served as a committee member on a number of faculty search committees in the Department of Professional Pedagogy.

Special Education Curriculum Realignment Committee (2002) – Our committee reviewed the current certification degree plan and re-aligned courses to meet state criteria.

Strategic Planning Committee (2003) - I worked with a group to develop a survey to assess faculty opinions on several areas of the department’s strategic plan

Schedule Building Committee (2000 – 2008) - I served as the Chair and/or member of the Special Education Schedule Building Committee each semester.

Chair, Distance Learning and Web-based Courses (1999 – 2002)

The committee developed a survey to determine future distance learning

instructional opportunities for the department. 

Faculty Chair Departmental Search Committee Member (2001 – 2002)

GUEST LECTURER

Department of Professional Pedagogy - SPED  2310  INTRODUCTION TO THE TEACHING PROFESSION - 

TEACHING:  ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL!!!!  I was asked to give a presentation to pre-service educators.  Discussion of at-risk students, students with disabilities, the role of “Response to Intervention” RTI as a general education responsibility, and working with students with learning problems were discussed.  Collaborative group activities were used to reinforce concepts in these areas. 


-September 27, 2007 – T/TH class fall 2007


-October 29, 2007 – M/W/F class fall 2007

STUDENT TEACHER SEMINARS

APPLES AREN’T ALWAYS RED!  Response to Intervention (RTI) as a general education responsibility, No Child Left Behind (NCLB), Section 504, and strategies for working with at-risk students and individuals with disabilities in the inclusive classroom were discussed.  Collaborative group activities were used to reinforce concepts in these areas. 

-October 12, 2007


-January 11, 2008

PEDG 2110 “INTRODUCTION TO TEACHER EDUCATION” is a collaborative responsibility of the faculty in the Department of Professional Pedagogy.  Faculty serve as guest lecturers, discussing unique, and individualized topics essential to pre-service educators.  This course was implemented Spring 2001 in an effort to more effectively prepare students prior to admission to teacher education.

Fall 2002 

September 4th & 10th – Special Education 

Students were provided with information on inclusion classrooms and special 

education.

November 5th & 11th – Job Market - Students were provided with data from the State Board of Educator Certification on job availability of educators in Texas and the United States.  The annual Lamar University Educator Career Fair was also presented.

Spring 2002

April 18th Job Market - Students were provided with data from the State Board of Educator Certification on job availability of educators in Texas and the United States.  The annual Lamar University Educator Career Fair was also presented.

SERVICE TO THE STATE OF TEXAS
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Teacher Certification Field of Study Advisory Committee (THECB) (2004) – I served on this committee during 2004 to assist in the development of the Associate of Arts in Teaching degree programs for the community colleges.  We had several meetings with representatives from 2-yr and 4-yr institutions of higher education in Austin.  The advisory committee recommended field-based components to the EDUC 1301 and EDUC 2301 courses as part of the requirements for teacher certification, and para-profession training.

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) - Special Education Subcommittee – Teacher Certification Field of Study Advisory Committee (2004) – I served as the recorder for the group, taking minutes, distributing them via email and forwarded the final copy to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  We met on several occasions in Austin.   We also had a telephone conference call meeting and worked on the task through email correspondence.

State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) - I was invited to participate in a study of the TExES/ExCET (2004) -The purpose of the committee was to review out-of-state teachers who held a valid certificate from another state and their certification exams

Generic Special Education (EC- 12) Framework Review Committee (2001 – 2002) - 

Texas State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) – I worked with representatives from higher education, Texas public school districts, Education Region Service Centers, the Texas Education Agency (TEA), State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC), and the Texas Schools for the Blind, and Deaf to develop a framework for the re-development of the state certification test, Texas Examination of Educator Standards (TExES), Generic Special Education (EC – 12).

Generic Special Education Standards Development Committee (2000 – 2001) - Texas State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC).  I worked with representatives from higher education, Texas public school districts, Education Region Service Centers, the Texas Education Agency (TEA), State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC), and the Texas Schools for the Blind, and Deaf to develop test standards from the professional organizations in the re-development of the state certification test, Texas Examination of Educator Standards (TExES), Generic Special Education (EC – 12).

Cyclical Review Committee (1999 – 2000) - Texas State Board for Educator 

 Certification (SBEC) - I worked with representatives from higher education, Texas public school districts, Education Region Service Centers, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) , State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC), and the Texas Schools for the Blind, and Deaf to identify areas of concern in the current certification test, Exam for the Certification of Educators (ExCET) in Texas.

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

Texas Educational Diagnostician Association (TEDA) Organizational Meeting – (2007)

May 1, 2007 - I worked with the state Texas Educational Diagnostician Association (TEDA) officers to bring in a renowned guest speaker from Austin, Texas.  Jim Walsh, an attorney specializing in special education law, spoke on “IDEA and Response to Intervention”.  Educational Diagnosticians working in the Region V and IV Education Service Center areas, as well as Lamar University students were invited to hear Jim Walsh talk about this critical aspect of the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (I.D.E.A.) of 2004, implications of “Response to Intervention” (RTI) and changes in eligibility requirements for Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD).  I worked with TEDA to help attendees to earn CPE hours for certification.  I also hosted the luncheon for the initial meeting and organization of a local TEDA chapter for the Sabine-Neches area.

Sabine-Neches Texas Educational Diagnostician Association (TEDA) Chapter Advisor – (2007 – 2008) - I met with the newly elected president of the Sabine-Neches of the TEDA chapter and Sarah Berryman from the Region V Education Service Center to discuss meeting dates for the new organization for Fall 2007.  I have worked closely with these individuals to schedule two fall meetings and to recruit additional members for the local chapter. I was elected to be a chapter advisor for the 2007 -2008 academic year.  I was re-elected to be a TEDA advisor for the 2008 – 2009 academic year.
Texas Professional Educational Diagnosticians Board of Registry (TPED) -I was elected University Representative Fall 2008.  The group meets several times a year to monitor issues critical to educational diagnosticians in the state of Texas.  Practicing Educational Diagnosticians may take the Registry Exam, given in the spring each year to become a Board Certified Educational Diagnostician.  Their goal is to provide members with news,  tools, resources, and a network of Texas based professional educational diagnosticians.

Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) (International Organization) - 

I was elected as a councilor (board member) for the At-Large division (2004 - 2007) -  I attended the board meeting at the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse.  I worked with other At-Large division members on issues critical to undergraduate research through emails and on site meetings of the At-Large Division.

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

Spindletop Mental Health/Mental Retardation (MHMR) –Consumer/Advocate 

Advisory Committee (2003 – 2008) – We met to review program practices for preventing the occurrence or reoccurrence of abuse, neglect & exploitation of individuals with disabilities and developmental delays living in Southeast Texas.  The committee also hosts leisure activities for these individuals such as dances, etc. and works together on fund raising events. (Beaumont, TX) 

Spindletop MHMR – Community Leadership Development Project Advisory Committee – Community Grant  (Beaumont, TX)

ARC of Southeast Texas (Association for Retarded Citizens) Board Member (2007) - I was elected to serve as a board member of this organization.  We met to discuss issues related to individuals with mental retardation in the Southeast Texas.  

Dyslexia The Hidden Challenge (2004) – This workshop was hosted as a collaborative effort with the Higher Education Collaborative (HEC), Vaughan Gross Center for Reading and Language Arts, University of Texas at Austin.  The purpose of the workshop was to provide information on how to work with children with Dyslexia.  In order to meet the needs of our students in the Special Education and Educational Diagnostician courses, Dr. Goulas and I invited Dr. Marty Hougen, Vaughan Gross Center for Reading and Language Arts, University of Texas at Austin to speak on the critical issue of working with students with Dyslexia.  We had identified a need from the College of Education and Human Development students to incorporate additional information on this topic.  Dean Lowry-Moore suggested that we also invite area educators to participate in the seminar.  More than 120 students and community visitors attended the September 14, 2004 Dyslexia seminar by Dr. Hougen "DYSLEXIA:  THE HIDDEN CHALLENGE".  Many educators from the public schools emailed their thanks for bringing in Dr. Hougen, and asked to be notified of additional presentations on this topic 
Spindletop MHMR – Volunteer, Community Residential Services (Beaumont, TX) (2002 – 2005) – I gave my time to work with individuals with mental retardation and developmental delays through community outings and social skills training.  I have worked with the Silsbee group home through a social skills outing, and with an individual who is working and living with support in the Beaumont Community.

Southeast Texas Learning Disabilities Association Board Member (2002)

Human Rights Committee, Oaks Living Center, Long-term Care Facility –  (2000 – 2002) Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, Intermediate Care Facility for the Mentally Retarded (ICF-MR) (Beaumont, TX) – Community representative

Lion’s Den Playground – (1998) Orange County Community Service Program Volunteer (Orange, TX)

Literacy Trainer - City of Beaumont, Public Library System (2000)

Test of Adult Basic Education TABE Training – (2001) Joint Collaboration between the Literacy Depot & Educational Diagnostician Graduate Program (Beaumont, TX)

March of Dimes – WALK AMERICA (2003) – Volunteer (Beaumont, TX)

Student Relations

SPONSORSHIP OF STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Lamar Student Research Organization (LSRO) Faculty Sponsor, 2002 – 2005

· I assessed students’ research needs and identified potential guest lecturers to present their research to the organization.  These presentations were attended by students from a variety of disciplines across the campus.  One featured faculty guest speaker was Dr. Jim Westgate, College of Arts and Sciences.  He presented his research “Stalking Dinosaurs and Monster Crocs”.

· I worked with the Deans of Lamar University to incorporate speakers for the organization.  

· I worked with Dr. Venti, Dean, College of Business, to bring in the Exxon-Mobile Scholar in Residence Program representative to speak to the LSRO group.  Dr. Sean Valentine, University of Wyoming, spoke on the topic of “Managing the Ethical Decision-Making Process in Organizations”. 

STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE

Coordinator of the Lamar University Annual Student Research Conference – 

I assumed the role as the coordinator of Lamar University’s Annual Student Research Conference during Spring 2002.  In this position I was the chairperson of the Student Research Committee.  I coordinated meetings with representatives from each college, administration, members of the Lamar Student Research Organization, and undergraduate and graduate representatives from various student organizations at Lamar.

Student Research Sponsor -

Several of my students from my graduate courses presented their research at the Annual Student Research Conferences.  This research was incorporated into their pedagogy classroom research presentations.  These individuals expanded their research and submitted proposals that were reviewed by a panel of faculty from the Colleges of Education and Human Development, Engineering and Mathematics, and Fine Arts and Communication.

The following students presented at the 6th Annual Research Conference (Spring 2005) as a result of their research in my pedagogy courses:

- Opinions of No Child Left Behind - Niki Fails, Jo Beth Burnett, Widad Abedilwahub & Elisa Bruer, faculty sponsor: Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Attitude Toward Children Taking Prescribed Medication - LaShalda Blake, Chuck Thrash & Cynthia Williams, faculty sponsor: Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- The Reading Genre for Teachers Survey - Jacki Kohjlman, KeeYatha Scott, Emma Walker & Robert Walker, faculty sponsor: Dr. Kimberly Griffith

The following students presented at the 5th Annual Research Conference (Spring 2004) as a result of their research in my pedagogy courses:

 Assistive Technology - Traci Jordan, Mike Stephens, Jeannie Pedigo, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder:  Condition or Disability - Tricia Times, Charmaine Perkins, Carolyn Barnes, faculty sponsor: Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Bridging Gaps for At-Risk Readers, Grades K - , Kristi Abshire & Candace Boatwright, faculty sponsors:  Dr. Fara M. Goulas and Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Childhood Depression and Anxiety - Catherine Miller, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Language Development from Birth to Adolescence - Wanda Grant, Lori Redeau, Michelle Satchfield, faculty sponsor: Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Psychosocial Development:  Do Educators Neglect This Significant Need? - Paula Waller, Andrew Corcoran, Jennifer Nevis, Vicki Phillips, 

faculty sponsors:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith & Dr. M. K. Hamza

- Study to Determine Problem Solving Skills - Prashanth Jayabalu, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith 

The following students presented at the 4th Annual Research Conference (Spring 2003) as a result of their research in my pedagogy courses:

- Rationale Emotive Therapy – D. Kris Grado, C. Porter & Adana Berry, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- “Pitfalls” for New Teachers and How to Avoid Them – Bryce Ballew, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Reading Disabilities – Mechelle Buckles, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Managing Aggressive Behavior – Emily Allen, Cathy Miller, Gabrielle Ligon & Corey Perkins, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- What is Real and What is Ideal? – Harvey Bobs, June Cummings, Lawrence Flanagan & Cynthia Mercier, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Developing Co-Teaching Relationships – Laura Klock, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Managing the Behavior of Adolescents – Teresa Black, Trace Jordon & Cristine Perrio, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Detecting Learning Disabilities in Various Age Groups – Christy Bean, Ken Bean, Kathlyn Campbell & Mary Henry, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Technology and Behavior Modification – Carol Harris, faculty sponsor:  Dr. Kimberly Griffith

- Managing the Behavior of Adolescents – Traci Jordan, Chris Perrio & Teresa Black

DISSERTATION/THESIS COMMITTEE MEMBER

Dissertation Committee Member - I was a member of Anna Dimy Nguyen’s dissertation committee.  The Role of Education for Vietnamese Immigrants of the 1970’s and Implications for Today’s Asian-American Students. 
Thesis Committee Member - Honors thesis - Zhi Chen, undergraduate honors 

student, summer 2005
Thesis Committee Member - Honors thesis – Joseph Hunt, undergraduate honors 

student, spring 2006

STUDENT GRADUATE COMMITTEES

I have served as a committee member on numerous graduate committees in the College of Education and Human Development and the College of Arts and Sciences at Lamar University.  After meeting with students I developed a set of questions for their comprehensive final exam.  Students discussed research from the courses I taught them. 

I have served as chair for several graduate committees at Lamar University.  I met and advised these students several times during their graduate program at Lamar.  Written final comprehensive questions were developed for each one.  Students discussed research covered in the classes I taught.  

COORDINATOR, EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSTICIAN PROGRAM

· I developed a recruitment brochure.

· I developed the Educational Diagnostician’s Handbook to provide information on how to apply, program requirements, degree plan, TExES examination requirements, certification criteria, etc. for students in the Master’s degree and/or certification only program. 
· I met with students interested in entering in the program and provided information to them through the Educational Diagnostician’s Handbook, a program checklist, and the current degree plan. 
STUDENT ADVISING

Advising Students Taking My Course -

Advising is a critical role of a professor at the university. I have advised undergraduate, masters, and doctoral students.  It was quite common for students to just drop by for advising.  They also had access to my telephone numbers at the office and cell phone, as well as my emails.  I made arrangements to meet with them at times that were convenient to their busy work and school schedules.  Some called me at home, and we discussed advising issues.  I have also met and advised students in the online course chatroom. I scheduled my office hours from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. to be available to our working students.  Many came by for advising prior to their 5:30 p.m. night class.  I also advised on Saturday and Sunday.

Educational Diagnostician Program Advising -

I advised the master’s degree educational diagnostician students attending Lamar University.  I answered numerous emails each semester to provide information on the diagnostician program.  Students were advised on the coursework and program requirements. I developed a checklist to assist them with program requirements such as when to complete their G-2 and G-3s (Application to Candidacy forms), graduation and certification guidelines, comprehensive final questions, etc.  I was available to students to call me at the office, home or on my cell phone.

M.Ed., Special Education Advising -

I have reviewed transcript information to determine if applicants met the requirements to be admitted to the master’s program. It was my responsibility to sign the G-1 form to accept or reject their application.

Certification Only Deficiency Plans -

I reviewed transcripts and prepared deficiency plans for individuals that had completed a master’s degree in education and wanted to add-on the Educational Diagnostician certificate.
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