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Education











                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Ph.D., English. Louisiana State University. August, 2013. 
Dissertation: In Spite of Yourself: The Asignifying Force of Laughter. 

Committee: Brooke Rollins (chair), Susan Weinstein, William Demastes.

M.A., English. California State University Northridge. May 2008.

Thesis:  And Baba Booey to Ya'll: The Art of Defamiliarization in The Howard 

Stern Show.

Committee: Guillermo Bartelt, (chair), Joel Athey, Jack Lopez.
B.A., English. California State University Northridge. May 2005.
Publications











                                                                      

“I Didn’t Do It, Man, I Only Said It: The Asignifying Force of The Lenny Bruce Performance Film.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly. 44.4 (2014): 343-362. Print.
“I’m So Glad You’re Fake: Simulacra Slapstick and The Limits of the Real.” Ephemera: Theory and Politics in Organization. 15.3 (2015): 581-600. Print.
“Stand-Up For Freshmen: The Risky Bets and High Rewards of Stand-Up Comedy in the Writing Classroom.” New Writing. 13.3 (2016): 421-433. Print.
Reviews












Reviewed article “Control, Practice, and Materialism” for JAISA, Journal of the Association for the Interdisciplinary Study of the Arts. Summer 2015.
Copyeditor (credited): Draculas, Vampires and Other Undead Forms: Essays on Gender, Race and Culture. Ed. John Edgar Browning and Caroline Joan (Kay) Picart. Foreword David J. Skal. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 2009.
Teaching Experience









                                                         
University of West Georgia



Composition I (ENGL 1101)



Composition II (ENGL 1102)


Online Composition II (ENGL 1102) 


British Literature - Honors (ENGL 2120H)





Research and Methodology (ENGL 3000)



Pedagogy and Writing (ENGL 3400)

Professional and Technical Writing (ENGL 3405)

Studies in Literary Theory (ENGL 4/5310)

Studies in Genre: Humor (ENGL 4/5106)
Online Studies in Genre: Humor (ENGL 4/5106)
Senior Seminar (ENGL 4384)

Special Topics: Rhetoric of Humor and Laughter (ENGL 6385)
Arts & Ideas: Comedy (XIDS 2100)
Louisiana State University
Composition (ENGL 1001)
Advanced Composition (ENGL 2000)

Advanced Composition: The Rhetoric of Humor (ENGL 2000 Special Emphasis)

Advanced Composition: Writing in the Health Professions (ENGL 2001)

Critical Strategies (ENGL 2024)

Technical Writing (ENGL 3002)
California State University Northridge
Composition (ENGL 155)

Administration                                                                                                                                                  

Director of First Year Writing, Spring 2016 – present
- As English representative for 2016-2017 campus-wide G2C initiative to drop DWF rates in high-risk first-year classes, successfully lobbied administration to begin a cap reducing program for FYW from 24 to 23 in 2017-2018, 22 in 2018-2019, 21 in 2019-2020, and 20 in 2020-2021.
- Secured a $2000 budget for faculty development (the first time the Department of English has allocated such funds for the FYW Program). 
- Developed procedural changes to address work/life balance across the department including revisiting program requirements to better reflect contemporary best practices, streamlining faculty workshops for efficiency and pedagogical effectiveness, advocating for online office hours, training faculty to use online grading platforms, and hosting department-funded social nights for Instructors and Lecturers. 
- Created annual department-funded reading/discussion group on contemporary issues in the composition discipline. Fall 2016: Engaging Ideas (John Bean); Fall 2017 Teach Students to Learn (Saundra McGuire)
- Arranged departmental field trip to High Museum in Atlanta in conjunction with FYW shared text Waste Land, a film by artist Vik Muniz.

- Revised campus-wide conference on FYW shared text. The conference will be held annually in the spring semester and will feature faculty speakers from across the campus presenting on how our FYW shared text connects with contemporary issues in their respective disciplines.

- Creating writing resources database to be shared by all writing teachers in all ranks.

- Working with Center for Teaching and Learning on grants and other funding ventures to increase resources for future events such as developing a visiting author/speaker series.
Honors and Awards                                                                                                                                                  

2012 English Department Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award, Louisiana State University.  English department teaching award given annually in recognition of excellence in teaching.

2012 Graduate Student Travel Award, Louisiana State University.  Awarded $500 to present a paper at 2012 Rhetoric Society of America conference in Philadelphia, PA.

2011-2012 Alumni Association Teaching Graduate Teaching Assistant Award, Louisiana State University.  University-wide $500 award recognizing outstanding teaching ability and service to students.


2010 Graduate Student Travel Award, Louisiana State University.  Awarded $500 to present a paper at 2010 Rhetoric Society of America conference in Minneapolis, MN.


Masters of Arts With Distinction, California State University Northridge.  May 23, 2008.


Dean’s List, California State University Northridge. 2003-2004, 2004-2005
Conference Presentations & Invited Talks







“Longer Than the Whole Iliad: The Rhetorical Tradition’s Desperate Search for the Limits of Humor and Laughter.”
Presented at Rhetoric Society of America biennial conference “Rhetoric & Change,” Atlanta, GA. May 28th, 2016.
“The Big Three of Humor Theory.”

Presented at Advanced Academy’s Thursday Night Dinners Speaker Series. East Commons, University of West Georgia, January 21st, 2016.

“This Here Giraffe Laughed: Animal Rhetorics and the Metaphysical Musical Humor of The Flaming Lips.” 
Presented at the South Central Modern Language Association Conference “Sound and Story: The Rhythms of Language.” Nashville, TN. November 2nd, 2015.
“Supporting Student Success with Block Scheduling.”

Presented at Innovations in Pedagogy Conference. Center for Teaching and Learning, University of West Georgia, April 28th, 2015. 

“The High Risk and Higher Rewards of Stand-Up Comedy in the Composition Classroom.”

Presented at CCCC annual conference “Risk and Reward,” Tampa, FL. March 20th, 2015.
“Professionalism in the FYW Classroom.”

Presented at First Year Writing Workshop. University of West Georgia, January 23rd, 2015.

“TurnItIn iPad Grading.”

Presented at Inventing the Beyond Focus Group. University of West Georgia, January 13th, 2015.

“So I Don’t Even Know My Own Name?: Approaching Alterity in Soundboard Prank Phone Calls.”

Presented at Rhetoric Society of America biennial conference “Border Rhetorics,” San Antonio, TX. May 23rd, 2014.

“The Features and Benefits of TurnItIn.”

Presented at Quality Enhancement Plan Workshop. University of West Georgia, August 19th, 2014.
“The Triage Approach to Grading First Year Writing.”

Presented at First Year Writing Workshop. University of West Georgia, April 11th, 2014.

“Metacognition and the Writing Process.”

Presented at First Year Writing Workshop. University of West Georgia, October 25th, 2013.

“I’m So Glad You’re Fake: Postmodern Slapstick and the Creation of the Real.”

Presented at Interdisciplinary Conference in the Humanities. University of West Georgia, November 1st, 2013.

Moderator, “Professing Negative Affect: Fear, Anxiety, and Strain in the English Classroom,” Interdisciplinary Conference in the Humanities, November 1st, 2013

“The Performative Force of Stand-Up Comedy in The Lenny Bruce Performance Film.” Presented at the Rhetoric Society of America biennial conference “Re/Framing Identifications,” Philadelphia, PA. May 26th, 2012.
“Classical Rhetoric and the Comedy of Lenny Bruce.” 
Presented at the Rhetoric Society of America biannual conference “Rhetoric: Concord and Controversy,” Minneapolis, MN. May 30th, 2010.
“Defamiliarization in the Howard Stern Show.” 
Invited talk prepared for ENG 4300: Rhetoric of Humor, Louisiana State University. February 26th, 2009.

“Keep Some Sunshine of Your Face!: Signifying, Lying, and Word Play in the Comedy of Richard Pryor.” 
Presented at the New Directions in Southern Studies Conference, Baton Rouge, LA. December 3rd, 2008.

“Ghosts and Empties:  The Surrealist Mining of the Arcades.” 
Presented at CSUN Student Research and Creative Works Symposium, Northridge, CA. November 5th, 2005.

Grants













ACCESS Block Schedule BFA Cohort Grant, University of West Georgia ($2000) for 2015
ACCESS Block Schedule BFA Cohort Grant, University of West Georgia ($1000) for 2014
First Year Writing MOOC Grant, University of West Georgia ($3000) for 2014
University Corporation Research Grant, California State University, Northridge, CA ($1500) for 2007-2008
Graduate Equity Fellowship, Department of English, California State University, Northridge, CA ($4,500) for 2005-2006, 2006-2007
Professional Experience









 
How Learning Works Faculty Study Group
Participated in semester long faculty study group facilitated by Cher Hendricks, Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning. The interdisciplinary group met every three weeks in the spring 2014 semester and discussed best practices for engaging students and improving learning outcomes.

Research and Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Participated in Transadaptation: An Across the Disciplines Collaborative Performance, Hopkins Black Box Theatre, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. February 8 & 9, 2012.
Research and Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Participated in The Modern Rhetoric Project: Graduate Symposium in Interdisciplinary Rhetorical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. May 27, 2010.

Research Assistant

Dr. Irene Clark, Director of Rhetoric and Composition, California State University Northridge, on grant “Linking Writing across Disciplines: An Integrated Model.” 2008.
Research Assistant

Dr. Irene Clark, Director of Rhetoric and Composition, California State University Northridge, on grant “Integrating Writing into Content-Area Courses: A Faculty Workshop Series.” 2007.
Other Writing Experience 









Writing Consultant, California State University Northridge, 2007-2008
Consulted with students from diverse academic disciplines on all aspects of the writing process.  Prepared students for the university writing proficiency exam (UDWPE) and served as a reader for the UDWPE.  Hosted online Sunday Virtual Writing Center tutor sessions and led writing workshops on the UDWPE and California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST).
Supplemental Instructor, California State University Northridge, Spring 2006
Led weekly class lectures for English 155SI course for academically at-risk students that focused on increasing meta-awareness of the writing processes.

Writing Tutor, California State University Northridge, 2006-2007
Tutored a diverse student population in one-on-one and small group environments to improve writing performance in Freshman Composition. Addressed all aspects of the writing process including invention, revision, organization, research, formatting, and advanced editing.


Writing Tutor, Los Angeles Valley College, 2005
Tutored a diverse student population on all aspects of the writing process including invention, revision, organization, research, formatting, and advanced editing.

Service 












Student Panel Faculty Sponsor, Research Day: Humanities Division, March 26, 2014, UWG
Menored a three-student panel from my fall 2013 English 3405 Professional and Technical Writing class to present their final class projects at Research Day: Humanities Division.
Student Panel Faculty Sponsor, Scholars Day Undergraduate Research/LURe Conference Panel, UWG
- November 12, 2015
Sponsored five-student round-table panel from my ENGL 4/5106 American Film and Literature class.
- October 27, 2016
Sponsored three-student conference panel from my ENGL 4/5106 American Film and Literature class.

- April, 2017

Sponsored student Marisa Sorensen presenting paper from my online summer 2016 ENGL 4/5106 Humor in American Film and Literature.
FYW Shared Text Colloquium

Organized annual FYW Shared Text Colloquium bringing together faculty members from across campus and students from all sections of 1102 to discuss issues within our shared text program.

· 2017 Shared text: Fight Club (film); Faculty representatives: Sal Peralta (Political Science); Neema Noori (Sociology); Marie-Ceclie Bertau (Psychology); Mark Hendrix (English); Sam Zimmerman (student)
FYW Workshop Organizer

· February 17, 2017 Organized panel of tech experts from across campus (Wendy Grisham, David Llyod, Stephanie Westine) to answer questions from FYW faculty on issues with technology services.

· March 10, 2017 Organized workshop on best-practices in the FYW classroom moderated by instructor April Oglesbee.
Graduate Capstone Reader

Aubrey Wilson, Fall 2015; Nathan Keener, Spring 2016; Mark Hendrix, Spring 2016; Lucas Chance, Summer 2016; Jess Bolens, Fall 2016; Bryan Murphy, Fall 2016. 

New Faculty Search Committee



Asked by chair to participate in search committee for new faculty hire, Fall 2017.
Graduate Exam Committee Member 

Aubrey Wilson, Fall 2015; Anastasia Latson (Chair), Summer 2016.
CCCC, March 15-18 2017, Portland, OR
Attended annual CCCC conference as an administrator with a focus on learning current best practices on information literacy and lowering DFW rates.
Meeting with Provost’s office on developing MOOC QEP writing lab, March 2, 2016
Discussed feasibility of an online writing lab with University Provost Michael Crafton and representatives from the IT Department.
Meeting with Provost’s office on iPad usage and TurnItIn, January 13, 2015

Shared tips and tricks with Provost Michael Crafton and faculty members from across the campus who received iPads as part of QEP online grading initiative.

Meeting with Provost’s office on Writing MOOCs, February 9, 2015

Met with Provost Michael Crafton and Karen Head, Director of the Institute-Wide Communication Center at Georgia Tech, on Georgia Tech’s experiences with implementing writing MOOCs.

ACCESS Block Schedule BFA Cohort, 2014 - present

Designed and taught BFA cohort-specific English 1101 and 1102 courses as part of block schedule project whose purpose is to study the effectiveness of structured scheduling on student achievement, retention, and progression.  Project was facilitated by Denise Overfield, Associate Dean of the School of the Arts, and Cher Hendricks, Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning.
Graduate Assistant Mentor

Elizabeth Wood, ENGL 1101, Fall 2013

Mark Hendrix, ENGL 1101, Fall 2015
Matt Rood, XIDS 2100, Fall 2016
New Faculty Mentor, 2015
Elizabeth Steere, FYW Instructor, Fall 2014

Ashley Dycus, FYW Instructor, Spring 2015
Matt Franks, English Assistant Professor, Fall 2015

Volunteer Participant,“Let’s Get Childish” English Department Fundraiser 
- January 31, 2014

Performed Lenny Bruce’s “To is a Preposition; Come is a Verb.”

- September 10, 2015
Performed stand-up comedy.
Volunteer Participant, Prom Night Participant, February 21, 2014
Performed stand-up comedy at English Department Fundraiser. 
Volunteer, UWG Writing Center, Fall 2015

Helped out with short staffing by volunteering to cover weekly shifts at University Writing Center.
First Year Writing MOOC Development Committee, 2014 – 2015
As part of a three-person committee housed in the English department, worked in collaboration with representatives from Instructional Design and Emerging Technologies to plan, design, write, and produce a MOOC for incoming First Year writing students.  
Sigma Tau Delta Faculty Advisor, 2014 – 2017
Maintained our chapter’s budget and served as point person in all communication with the national organization. Streamlined member list, developed alumni and active Google groups and email lists, and advised student leaders to apply for 2014 Student Activity Fee Budget (SAFBA) funding, the first time this chapter has successfully submitted that application. 
First Year Writing Committee Member, 2013 to present

Began serving on FYW committee in my first semester at University of West Georgia.  

First Year Writing Lab Development Committee, 2014

Served on committee to design and implement a proposed First Year Writing lab component. 

TurnItIn e-Portfolio Consultant, 2014
Participated in a Skype conference call with TurnItIn engineers in England who sought feedback from faculty members on a new e-portfolio software feature. May 13, 2014.
Michael and Andrea Stone Visiting Artist Series, University of West Georgia, October 28, 2014

Served as liaison to visiting filmmaker Zack Godshall. Mr. Godshall screened his documentary Water Like Stone at the Carrollton Cultural Arts Center as part of the School of the Arts Environmental Awareness Week. 

New Writing Handbook Selection Committee, 2013

Involved in research and decision to adopt Writer’s Help, the university’s first online, campus-wide shared writing text.
Preview Day Representative 2013, 2017
Served as English Department representative for Preview Day, the University of West Georgia student recruitment fair.

Moderator, University of West Georgia Interdisciplinary Conference in the Humanities, 2013

Moderated the panel “Professing Negative Affect: Fear, Anxiety, and Strain in the English Classroom,” November 1, 2013.

League of Legends University Student Organization, Faculty Sponsor, 2015-2017
Campus wide student organization started by a group of students from my 2014-2015 1101/1102 ACCESS art block classes.

Rhetoric, Writing, and Culture Program Development Committee, Louisiana State University, 2010
Served as graduate student representative for the Rhetoric, Writing, and Culture Program Development Committee to develop course requirements and increase the program’s awareness within the department.

Advanced Composition Implementation Committee, Louisiana State University, 2009
Worked with faculty and student colleagues in small groups to develop policies for meeting writing program objectives including assignment sequences and strategies for teaching student research.

Writing Center Faculty Outreach, California State University Northridge, 2006-2008
Made regular visits to classrooms across the campus and conducted seminars on the writing process and peer revision strategies.  

Fundraising Volunteer, Louisiana State University, 2008-2012
Performed regular benefit concerts for numerous departmental programs including the graduate journal New Delta Review, the undergraduate journal Delta Mouth, Readers and Writers, and the English Graduate Student Association.

Photographer, Louisiana State University, 2011
Contributed photographs from my Whiskey River series to LSU’s graduate student-produced literary journal, New Delta Review. http://ndrmag.org/ndr-issues/2011/12/issue-2-1/
Teaching and Research Interests









Rhetorical Theory 

Writing Program Administration

Critical Theory


Humor Theory






Writing Center Pedagogy
Composition Theory
Digital Rhetorics

Technical and Professional Writing

Academic Affiliations










Rhetoric Society of America
NCTE
Modern Language Association

SCMLA

American Humor Studies Association
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