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Introduction

This paper lists archaeological-related Activities available for classroom use that are part of the Teaching Trunks provided by the Antonio J. Waring, Jr. Archaeological Laboratory.  The activities have been correlated to the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) information.  There are two sections of Activities:      
· What is Archaeology? (blue border pages)

· Archaeological Excavation Exercises (red Border pages)

While the Activities are developed with the Teaching Trunks, the Activities can be modified for stand-alone use in the classroom, utilizing articles that are common and readily available.  This document can be copied and edited by the Educator into lesson plan format.

What is Archaeology?

The Teaching Trunk, “What is Archaeology?”, is designed to be an introduction to archaeology.  This trunk focuses on Grades 3 thru 8 and can be adapted to any age group above Grade 3.  The activities are initially geared toward the teacher.  Some modification will be needed to amend the activity to fit the class level, as the teacher deems necessary.  The activities fulfill GPS requirements in subjects many subjects including Language Arts, Science, Mathematics, Social Studies, Communication, and Computer skills.  The listed GPSs are only a sampling of the many requirements that the activities satisfy.  All of the activities are available on a CD.  Vocabulary has been included in every activity with an introduction at the beginning of the teaching manual to familiarize the teacher to archaeology.
BASICS
An introduction to archaeology for the students including all of the necessary vocabulary that they need.

· Show and Tell 
Used as an introduction to archaeology and artifact identification.  Includes artifacts and a game of memory with playing cards.
· Grade 3: ELA3LSV1
· Grade 4: ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA6LSV1
· Grade 7: ELA7LSV1
· Grade 8: ELA8LSV1
RESEARCH
All archaeologists do a lot of research before they even think of excavation, which makes research an integral part of the archaeologists’ job.

· Online Games 

Online exercises will increase the students’ familiarity and skill with the computer.  He/she will learn how to do basic searches for a desired web page and to manipulate the various facets of the page.  The web pages are chosen to stimulate knowledge and comprehension of archaeological concepts as well as engage critical thinking skills.

 Grade 3: See English Language Arts GPS Standards

   Grade 4: See English Language Arts GPS Standards

· Grade 5: See English Language Arts GPS Standards

· Grade 6: See English Language Arts GPS Standards

    Grade 7: See English Language Arts GPS Standards

·  Grade 8: See English Language Arts GPS Standards 
CONTEXT 
What is the importance of context to archaeologists?

· Newspaper Archaeology: Part 1 
This activity gives students an opportunity to:

1) Improve skills in critical thinking, logic, and analysis.

2) Understand the ways archaeologists draw conclusions about people based on the things they discard.

· Grade 4: ELA4R1; ELA4R3; ELA4W1; ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA6LSV1
· Grade 7: ELA7LSVI
· Archaeological Context of a Penny 
Enhance skills of observation, writing, and reasoning, classification, identification, and to learn why artifacts are useful to archaeologists.  Demonstrates how archaeologists analyze artifacts.

· Grade 3: ELA3LSV1; M3N2; SC3S2; SSKE3
· Grade 4: ELA4LSVI
· Grade 5: ELS5LSVI
· Grade 6: ELA6LSV1
PRESERVATION
How do archaeologists protect and preserve sites? What can you do to help protect the archaeological sites in your area?

· Your Garbage and You 
This activity helps students to:

1) Think about the preservation at an archaeological site. 
2) Consider American eating and packaging practices.
· Grade 4: ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA6LSV1
· Sites and Threats 
Students should learn the importance of archaeological sites as nonrenewable resources and understand the negative affect of modern activities on archaeological sites.  This exercise will encourage civic awareness, creativity, and artistic expression.

· Grade 4:  S4CS1; S4CS6;

· Grade 5:  S5S1; S5CS6

    Grade 6:  S6CS1; S6CS9

    Grade 7:  S7CS1; S7CS9

·  Grade 8:  S8CS1 
INTERPRETATION
How do archaeologists interpret information about the past from the artifacts that are found at archaeological sites?

· What If? 
Imagine the recovery of modern day items by future archaeologists.  Students will gain an idea of which modern day items would preserve until future recovery and which items would not.
· Grade 3: S3CS1, S3CS4

· Grade 4:  S4CS1, S4CS5

   Grade 5:  S5CS1, S5CS5

· Grade 6:  S6CS1
· Archaeologists from Mars 
Students will hone analytical skills and use creativity while learning to look objectively at cultural materials.
· Grade 3:  S3CS1, S3CS5 
· Grade 4:  S4CS1, S4CS6
· Grade 5: S5CS1,S5CS6
· Grade 6: S6SC1,S6CS6
TIME
How do archaeologists determine time at archaeological sites?  What can time tell an archaeologist about the people that lived at that time?

· Native American Timeline 
Various Native American groups are known for living during specific periods of time in the past.  This activity will give students the opportunity to enhance memorization, recall, and enforce the concept of chronology.  It will also give students knowledge of different Native American cultures, when they lived, and an increase in vocabulary.  Included in the trunk are items from each time period.

· Grade 3: Social Studies: (Topic 1-22)

· Grade 4: SS4H1, SS4H3
· Grade 5: ELA5R3, ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: Social Studies: (Topic 1-24)

· Time Capsule 
Learn the definition of a time capsule, understand how certain artifacts represent particular time periods, and develop artistic and creative capacities.

· Grade 3: S3CS1, S3CS8
· Grade 4: S4CS1, S4CS7
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Capsule of America 
Learn the definition of an artifact, think about American culture through artifacts, and improve group interaction skills.

· Grade 3: ELA3LSV1
· Grade 4: ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: SS6G4
CULTURE

How do archaeologists define culture?  How to get around stereotypes?

· Archaeology in English Class 
This exercise will make connections between real life and school experiences, particularly by relating archaeology to English class.  Students will improve reading comprehension, creative thinking, and creative writing skills.  They will also become more familiar with the idea of Archaeology within Anthropology.
· Grade 3: ELA3R3; ELA3LSV1
· Grade 4: ELA4W4; ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5W2; ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA6W1; ELA6LSV1
· Grade 7: ELA7W1; ELA7LSV1
· Grade 8: ELA8W1; ELA8LSV1
· Stewardship of Cultural Resources 
This lesson allows students to explore their values about conservation issues and to make comparisons about the value of protection of archaeological sites and artifacts.  This activity stresses critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, analogy, problem solving, communication, role play, decision-making, and reading comprehension.
· Grade 3: ELA3R3, ELA3LSV1
· Grade 4: ELA4W1, ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1, ELA5W1
· Grade 6: ELA6LSV1, ELA6SV2
· American Indian Names 
This activity will teach the correlations between Native American habitation and modern U.S. state names.  Students will gain or strengthen geographical knowledge of the United States.
· Grade 3: SS3G2
· Grade 4: SS4H1
· Grade 5: SS5G1
· School Cultures 
To encourage observation, reasoning, and analytical skills, and to demonstrate techniques used by archaeologists.
· Grade 3: SC3S1, S3CS8
· Grade 4: S4CS5, S4CS8
· Grade 5: S5CS7, S5CS8
· Grade 6: S6CS1, S6CS9

Archaeological Excavation Exercises
The “Archaeological Excavation Exercises” Teaching Trunk is a great way to explain to students what an archaeologist does and the important roles played by the archaeologist in preserving our history.  Many of the activities in this Teaching Trunk are targeted for Grades 3 thru 8 and can be expanded to include all of the grades above third grade.  While these activities are targeted for the grades specified, some modifications will have to be made by the teacher based on their individual class.  The activities fulfill GPSs in many areas such as Mathematics, Social Studies, Language Arts, Science, Communication and Computer Skills.  The GPSs listed in each activity are only a sampling of the many requirements that are satisfied.  

THE BASICS
The following activities are an introduction to archaeology and the terminology used by archaeologists.  

· Show and Tell 
Introduces the archaeological artifacts in the trunk to the students and includes fun facts and additional information about each artifact.  Helps stimulate the students to start thinking like archaeologists and introduces them to basic vocabulary terms.  This activity also comes with cards for a game called Dead Deer a version of Old Maid.
· Grade 3: ELA3LSV1
· Grade 4: ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA6LSV1
· Grade 7: ELA7LSV1
· Grade 8: ELA8LSV1
IMPORTANCE OF CONCEPT
What is the importance of context in an archaeological site?

· Newspaper Archaeology: Part 2 
Demonstrates the principle of context and the relationship of artifacts and their provenience (particular location), encourages observation and reasoning skills, and encourages and facilitates preservation of archaeological sites.

· Grade 4: ELA4R1; ELA4R3; ELA4W1; ELA4LSV1, S4CS5
· Grade 5: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 7: ELA5LSV1
· Grade 8: ELA5LSV1
· Archaeological Context of a Penny 
This activity gives students an opportunity to:

1) Improve skills in critical thinking, logic, and analysis.

2) Understand the ways archaeologists draw conclusions about people based on the 
  items they discard and the items archaeologists recover.

· Grade 3: GPS Codes: ELA3LSV1; M3N2; SC3S2; SSKE3
· Grade 4: GPS Code:  ELA4LSVI
· Grade 5: GPS Code:  ELS5LSVI
· Grade 6: GPS Code:  ELA6LSV1
· Grade 7: Language Arts: (Topic 13); Social Studies: (Topic 19-28)

· Grade 8: Language Arts: (Topic 55-64)

PRESERVATION
How do archaeologists preserve and protect archaeological sites?

· Site on the Floor 
This activity helps students to:

1) Think about preservation at an archaeological site.

2) Consider American eating and packaging practices.

3) Learn how archaeologists learn about people’s diets.

· Grade 3: S3CS1
· Grade 4: S4CS1
· Grade 5: S5CS1
· Grade 6: S6CS1, S6CS9
· Grade 7: S7CS1, S7CS9
· Sites and Threats: Case Studies 
Discover the importance of archaeological sites as nonrenewable resources, and understand the negative effect of modern activities on archaeological sites.  This exercise will encourage civic awareness, creativity, and artistic expression. 

· Grade 3 S3CS8
· Grade 4: S4CS8
· Grade 5: S5CS8
· Grade 6: S6CS8
· Grade 7: S7CS1
· Grade 8: S8CS1
INTERPRETATION
How do archaeologists interpret the information that they find from artifacts from an archaeological site?

· Archaeologists of the Future 
Identify and critically analyze modern material items in terms of future Archaeology.  This activity will give students an idea of which materials tend to remain stable through long periods of history and which do not.

· Grade 3: S3CS8
· Grade 4: S4CS8
· Grade 5: S5CS8
· Archaeologists of the 31st Century 
Students will hone analytical skills and use creativity, while learning to look objectively at cultural materials.

· Grade 3: S3CS1
· Grade 4: S4CS1
· Grade 5: S5CS1, S5CS8
· Grade 6: S6CS1
· Grade 7: S7CS1
· Grade 8: S8CS1
EXCAVATION
What is the excavation process?  

· Stratigraphy and Chronology 
This activity gives students an opportunity to:

1) Practice using logic to solve problems
2) Learn how and Archaeologist uses relative dating.

3) Learn the terms “strata” and “relative dating”.
· Grade 3: S3CS1, S3CS2
· Grade 4: S4CS1
· Grade 5: S5CS1
· Grade 6: S6CS1, S6CS3
· Grade 7: S7CS1
· Grade 8: S8CS1
· The Perfect Square 
Archaeology is a great way to introduce geometry, the metric system, graphing, and other math skills to students.  This activity also gives students practice with skills that will be needed during the On-Site Mock Excavation and teaches the benefits of group work in the class room and at the excavation.

· Grade 3: M3M2; M3M3; M3M4; M3G1; M3P1
· Grade 4: M4G1; M4P5
· Grade 5: M5P1; M5P5
· Grade 6: M6M2; M6D1; M6P1; M6P3; M6P4; M6P5
· Grade 7: M7D1; M7P3
· Grade 8: M8PE; M8P4
· Archaeology in English Class
This exercise will make connections between real life and school experiences, particularly by relating Archaeology to the English class.  As they become more familiar with the overall excavation process, students will use reading comprehension, creative thinking, and creative writing skills.

· Grade 3: ELA3R3; ELA3LSV1
· Grade 4: ELA4W4; ELA4LSV1
· Grade 5: ELA5W2; ELA5LSV1
· Grade 6: ELA6W1; ELA6LSV1
· Grade 7: ELA7W1; ELA7LSV1
· Grade 8: ELA8W1; ELA8LSV1
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