 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
TO:

Ms. Onthejob, Counselor



Example Middle School
FROM:
Clete Bulach
DATE:

8-31-2008
RE:

Bullying behavior data


The results of the Bully Free Survey for faculty and the middle school students are attached. You will find a graph that compares the scores for the fall of 2007 with those in the spring of 2008. I have also graphed the scores for the spring of 2008 by grade level so you can make that comparison. If you will recall the scale, a negative response is scored as a "1.0" and a positive response is scored as a "5.0. Negative behaviors are reverse scored. For example, if faculty responded with “2-4 more times per week” to “students have been bullied,” a score of “4.0" becomes a “2.0.”  Scores approaching a “2.0" can be interpreted as your weakest areas.  Scores above a “3.0" and close to a “4.0" are your strongest areas. Scores approaching a 5.0 are definite strengths. Please view the attached graphs which group all behaviors for each bullying variable to determine your strengths and weaknesses.  


In order to determine why one variable is high or low, look at the enclosures titled "Bully Report."  All of the behaviors that measure a given variable are grouped for each of the variables.  To the left of each item is the average score for that behavior. Scores of 4.0 or better indicate areas where that the behavior tends to occur.  Scores below 4.0 indicate areas which could be improved.  Keep in mind that many of the items are reverse scored. Many of the mean scores are fairly positive, but to get a clearer picture of bullying behavior, some frequency data are also provided. For example, the percentage of negative responses to a behavior is written next to the mean score. On the first behavior about seeing students hit, pinched, etc., 32% or 15 faculty members (32% x 47) responded negatively to that behavior. This compares with 35% in the fall. Regarding the students, 9% or 38 (9% x 426) responded negatively to that item. This compares with 23% in the fall. 

Regarding the bullying behavior graphs, your scores tend to be fairly positive. The mean score for students improved slightly from 4.07 to 4.12. For faculty the mean score improved from 3.63 to 3.83.

Regarding the bully report for students, the data are fairly positive. The role of bystanders and how bullying gets reported are still areas needing improvement. Keep in mind that bullying behavior data collected in the spring is almost always more negative than data collected in the fall. By spring, students have witnessed a lot more bullying than in the fall. The fact that your scores improved slightly is a good indication that your program is working.

If I can be of assistance in interpreting your data, please call me!  It was a pleasure to be of service!

