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Digital StorytellingDigital Storytelling

Technology has added a new twist 
to storytelling –

– must always make sure that the 
content is the driving force behind 
any project.

– What our students are saying 
should always be more important 
than how they are saying it. 

Uses the available tools of the 
computer and Internet, and morphs 
it with words and narration, with 
the final outcome being an 
interesting multimedia mix of 
images and voices.



Uses of Digital StorytellingUses of Digital Storytelling

• As personal stories

• As examinations or 
descriptions of events

• As narratives that 
inform or instruct

• As forms of 
entertainment

Digital stories can be informative, questioning, 
historical, autobiographical, or anywhere in 
between.



EconomyEconomy

Found that the effective digital story uses only 
a few images, a few words, and even fewer 
special effects to clearly and powerfully 
communicate intended meaning.

Modern digital editors 
offer a plethora of 
special effects and 
transitions.

It can be tempting to 
replicate the visual 
onslaught of music 
videos on MTV.



Gift of VoiceGift of Voice

This has proven to be one 
of the most essential 
elements that contribute 
to the effectiveness of a 
digital story. 

There is no substitute for 
using your own voice to 
tell your story.

The pitch, inflection, and timbre of the 
storyteller's voice convey meaning and intent in 
a very personal way.



Point of ViewPoint of View

Students' digital stories need to be constructed from 
their own experience and understanding.

Using the first-person pronoun "I" rather than the 
more distant third-person point of view is essential.

The goal of digital storytelling is to allow a writer to 
experience the power of personal expression.



Emotional ContentEmotional Content

The most effective digital 
stories evoke an emotion 
from the audience. 

We often see laughter, 
tears, and expressions of 
pleasure from the 
audience when digital 
stories are screened. 

This can be tremendously rewarding to student 
writers, validating the effort and investment they 
have made.



Dramatic QuestionDramatic Question

A story that holds the 
attention of the audience.

Has a dramatic question that 
is resolved by the end of the 
story. This characteristic 
distinguishes the digital story 
from a travelogue.

Narratives that lead the 

reader to become invested 

typically pursue a compelling 

question that evokes interest 

and commitment



Power of SoundtrackPower of Soundtrack

Properly 

employed 

music can 

enhance and 

underscore the 

accompanying 

story, adding 

complexity and 

depth to the 

narrative.



PacingPacing

Monotonous refers to an 

unvaried inflection and pace. 

The word has become 

synonymous with boring 

because an unvaried pace 

will not hold the audience's 

attention. 

For student writers, pacing 

means pulling back or racing 

forward when the story calls 

for it, as opposed to when the 

time limit approaches.



Tools of the TradeTools of the Trade

• Word

• PowerPoint

• Moviemaker

• Audacity

• Photoshop Elements

• Inspiration

• Internet

• Digital Camera

• Digital Camcorder

• Scanner

• Microphone



Digital StorytellingDigital Storytelling

Using Windows Moviemaker Using Windows Moviemaker 

WorkshopWorkshop

If you are interested, please contact Christy Talley.

When: Early April -- most likely a full-day on a Friday.

Where: Education Center
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