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English 4108 (Studies in the Novel)

Course Description (Prerequisites:  English 1101 and English 1102) 
This course will emphasize the development of the British novel from the seventeenth through the twentieth centuries or the American novel from the late eighteenth through the twentieth centuries in relation to literary, cultural, intellectual, technological, and aesthetic changes in Britain or America. Primary focus is on representative novels with some discussion of precursor genres (spiritual and criminal biographies and autobiographies, travel writing, captivity narratives, romances, etc.) and with examination of different theoretical positions accounting for the nature and evolution of the genre and the changing relationship between the novel and the reading public.

Learning Outcomes:

· Students will read a minimum of 8 novels and be able to analyze orally in class discussions and presentations and in writing how each novel represents the historical and aesthetic development of the British or American novel.

· Students will demonstrate in written assignments and in examinations that they can define specific characteristics of the novel within its national context including the following: plot, character, point of view, mode of representation, style, and theme.

· Students will be able to articulate through class discussions, presentations, and in written assignments how cultural, social, political, economic, and historical conditions influence the production of the novel in its national context. 

· Students will demonstrate in both oral and written work their understanding of specific critical approaches to the study of the novel as they relate to the historical development of the genre in either its British or American contexts. 

· Students will demonstrate their command of academic English and the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical prose including at least eight pages of research-based writing.

Relationship of course goals to program goals:  

· This course supports Learning Outcomes A-F for the B.A. in English (as listed on page 
195 of 
the 2003-2004 Undergraduate Catalog).

· This course fulfills one of the departmental requirements for the completion of the 
English major and the English Major with Secondary Education.

· English majors and English majors seeking secondary certification may take the course 
once in either the British or American version to satisfy the 3 hours of upper-division 
course work in literary history. For English majors, the British Novel version of the 
course will satisfy either Areas 1 or 2 as designated on the departmental advisement 
sheet, and the American Novel version of the course will satisfy Areas 3 or 4 as 
designated on the departmental advisement sheet. For English majors seeking secondary 
certification, either the British or American Novel versions of the course will satisfy one 
of the three required courses in literary history as designated on the departmental 
advisement sheet.  Students (both tracks) may take the course a second time in another 
version for elective credit only.  

· Students will develop the analytical, oral and written skills to pursue graduate study or 
careers in teaching, writing, business and a variety of other fields. 

·  Students will be able to define and pursue independent research agendas. 

· This course contributes to the program goal of equipping students with a foundation in 
literary history and the issues surrounding literary study in contemporary culture

Potential Grading Criteria

10%  Class presentations and written reports 
10%  Reading Quizzes 

20%  Two critical response papers (10% each)
20%  Midterm Essay Examination 
20%  Final Essay  Examination 
20%  Final Research Paper (8 pages minimum)

Potential Primary Reference(s) (Texts, etc.)
Learning outcomes stipulate a minimum of 8 novels.
Note: For the British version of the course, the inclusion of works by the following writers is strongly recommended:  Defoe, Dickens, Emily or Charlotte Bronte, and Lawrence.  In addition, the course will include at least one novel written after WWII.  While the course is conceived to examine the novel within the context of national boundaries, it will not necessarily exclude discussion of works usually considered to be British novels but which may have been written elsewhere (e.g., under British colonial rule in India).
Note: For the American version of the course, the inclusion of works by the following writers is strongly recommended:  Rowson; Cooper; Hawthorne or Melville; Twain; James; Hemingway or Fitzgerald; Faulkner; DeLillo, Pynchon, Vonnegut, or Updike; and Morrison.
