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ENGL 2130-02: American Literature 
“What Is An American?”
MW 2:00pm-3:15pm
Pafford 308
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Americen. Americus retesit, <> el vocsie inde _fimper exciban__»




Dr. Patrick M. Erben

Office:  TLC 2239

Office Hours: MW 11am-12pm and 4-5pm, and by appointment
E-mail: perben@westga.edu

Tel.: (678) 839-6144 (Office and Voicemail)

WEBSITE: http://www.westga.edu/~perben/
* * * 
“Let us tenderly and kindly cherish, therefore, the means of knowledge.

Let us dare to read, think, speak and write.” –John Adams

* * * 

Course Description:  During the American Revolution, the French immigrant writer J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur wrote a series of fictional letters in which he famously asked “What then is the American, this new man?” Of course, the quest for a unique American identity occupied the country during its war for independence, yet this question has been a recurring theme throughout American literature and culture. In a time when “American values” are often hailed as unassailable truths and various forms of dissent or difference are branded—once again—as “un-American,” this survey of American literature tries to shed light on the complex history of this idea. By reading texts ranging from the colonial period to the present, we will use American literature as a tool to understand the contested nature of American identity and to question the use of “American” as a static and unchangeable quality.
Departmental Course Goals:
· Reflects the connections and disjunctions of American literary history by covering authors, texts, and critical paradigms from the colonial beginnings to the present;

· Covers a variety of genres and modes of expression, including fiction (the novel and the short story), creative non-fiction (the autobiography, the slave narrative, and the essay), poetry, oral narratives, and drama;

· Emphasizes the contested nature of American literature and culture by contrasting and comparing historically canonical/dominant literary traditions with commonly marginalized and/or multicultural voices that have challenged the mainstream canonical view of America; 

· Provides an introduction to major literary movements and paradigms of American literary history, including literature of contact and colonization, Puritanism and religious literature, Romanticism/Transcendentalism, Sentimentalism, Realism, Regionalism, Modernism, Harlem Renaissance, and Post-Modernism). Presentations should stress both the usefulness and limitations of such categories.

· Balances complete texts with excerpts or selections;

· Covers all periods within the literary history of the United States, including the colonial era, the era of the early republic, the romantic era, the age of realism, modernism (early twentieth century), post-modernism (late twentieth century), and the contemporary era (texts written within the past 30 years).
Required Text:  
NB: the exact edition listed here is required. In other words, you may not participate in class without the required text.  You may purchase your books at the UWG bookstore, any bookstore of your choice, or on the web.  If you have problems paying for this book, please discuss with me alternative options for obtaining it!
· Nina Baym, et al., eds.  The Norton Anthology of American Literature.  Shorter Seventh Edition.  New York: W.W. Norton, 2008.  ISBN: 978-0-393-93057-3 (paperback).
Requirements and Grade Breakdown:  (see detailed descriptions in separate handouts!)
· In-class participation, group work, and in-class writing


 

10%
· Reading Quizzes (weekly)








10%
· Two Analytical Essays (3 full pages min.) (10% each)




20%

· First Third Exam









15%

· Second Third Exam 









25%

· Last Third Exam (incl. one comprehensive essay question)




30%







Course Policies:
· Attendance and Deadlines:  Regular and timely attendance is MANDATORY. You are allowed FOUR (4) absences for the entire course, regardless of the reason for your absence.  For each absence in excess of that number, I will deduct a grade level from your final grade (i.e., from A to B, etc.).  You are responsible for signing an attendance list circulated at the beginning of every class meeting.  In case of absence, you are responsible for keeping up with all assignments, readings, and in-class work. I do not make lecture notes etc. available to students who missed class (please get in touch with a fellow student). I can only accept late work if you discussed the issue with me ahead of time.  All exceptions and acceptance of excuses are completely at my discretion. 
· Tardiness:  Roll will circulate at the BEGINNING of class.  Everyone who is late will be noted as tardy.  Three (3) “tardies” will result in one (1) absence!
· Paper Use Policy:  Following the English Department’s new guidelines for paperless teaching, this course strives to reduce paper use as much as possible.  Handouts, syllabi, reading/discussion questions, and supplementary readings will be available through my personal website (www.westga.edu/~perben/).  
· Communication and E-mail Policy and Etiquette:  According to university policy, I can only accept and answer emails you send me from your official West Georgia email account (you can access this remotely through webmail or through “MyUWG.”).  I would also like to institute an “email etiquette;” i.e. please observe basic rules of politeness and formality in email messages.  These rules include:
· any message must include an address line (e.g. “Dear Dr. Erben” or “Dr. Erben”)
· use polite and appropriate language, as well as reasonably edited prose (i.e. complete sentences, correct spelling, no text-messaging lingo, etc.)
· always sign your name
· Please remember that I do have a life outside of the university; thus, allow reasonable time for me to answer your emails.
· Classroom  etiquette:    NB: Before you read the following, keep in mind that I wouldn’t have to address these issues if they hadn’t caused problems in the past.  I expect everyone to be ready to work at the beginning of class.  This means in particular having ALL reading materials assigned for that day on hand and ready to use, as well as any tools for note-taking.  You may use laptops, but you may NOT use wireless connections to surf the internet or email. Please turn off all cell-phones or other electronic communication devices before class.   If you need to leave earlier for whatever reason, you need to let me know before the beginning of class.  Sleeping during class may result in dismissal and count as an absence for that day!  You MAY bring drinks class.  Most importantly:  Be respectful toward the opinions, ideas, and personal identity of all members of our class!      
· Individual Help, Office Hours, and Writing Center:  The writing center provides individual tutorials for any writing-related problems, but no proofreading service.  The center is located in TLC 1201.  However, I am not only available during my designated office hours, but am happy to speak to you about assignments and any other questions by appointment.  
Tentative Course Schedule
All changes are at the discretion of the instructor and will be announced appropriately.  Important: 
All assignments, including readings, are to be completed for the date listed in the schedule!  All readings listed below are from The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter Seventh Edition.  
FOR EACH ASSIGNED AUTHOR, THE RESPECTIVE BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION IN THE ANTHOLOGY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED (even though the page numbers below may not include the introduction); MATERIAL FROM AUTHOR INTRODUCTIONS MAY BE TESTED IN QUIZZES AND/OR EXAMS!
	Class Date
	Themes and Reading Assignments
	Due Dates

	
	
	

	M (8/18)
	Introductions and syllabus.
	

	W (8/20)
	Part 1: Colonial and Early National Period (to 1820)
“What is an American”

J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur (pages 309-324)
	

	
	
	

	M (8/25)
	Native American Origin Stories and Contact/Discovery Narratives 

Stories of the Beginning of the World (17-24); Christopher Columbus (24-36)
	

	W (8/27)
	John Smith (43-57)
	

	
	
	

	M (9/1)
	Labor Day; no class
	

	W (9/3)
	The Religious Origins of America
William Bradford (57-75)
	

	
	
	

	M (9/8)
	Anne Bradstreet (97-117)
	

	W (9/10)
	Race and Identity in Early America
Native Americans: Contact and Conflict (206-218); Phillis Wheatley (419-429).
	First Analytical Paper due.

	
	
	

	M (9/15)
	The Myth of the Self-Made Man
Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography, Part One and Two (230-292)
	

	W (9/17)
	Recap and exam prep; bring all notes and readings.
	

	
	
	

	M (9/22)
	
	First Third Exam

	W (9/24)
	Part 2: The Mid-Nineteenth Century
Native Americans: Removal and Resistance (570-588).
	

	
	
	

	M (9/29)
	American Romanticism and Transcendentalism:
William Cullen Bryant (475-482); Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The American Scholar” (520-532).
	

	W (10/1)
	Henry David Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government” (829-844); from Walden, “Where I Lived and What I Lived For” (886-896).
	 

	
	
	

	M (10/6)
	19th Century American Poetry
Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself” (1011-1055); 
	

	W (10/8)
	Emily Dickinson, #124, 296, 340, 359, 373, 519, 598.
	Last Day to withdraw with grade of W

	
	
	

	M (10/13)
	Slavery and the Slave Narrative
Read: Slavery, Race, and the Making of American Literature (748-764); Harriet Jacobs (804-825).
	

	W (10/15)
	Herman Melville, “Benito Cereno” (1118-1174)
	

	
	
	

	M (10/20)
	Recap and exam prep: Bring all notes and course materials
	

	W (10/22)
	
	Second Third Exam

	
	
	

	M (10/27)
	Class Cancelled (Instructor attending International Cotton  Mather Symposium, Tübingen, Germany)
	

	W (10/29)
	Part 3: The Late Nineteenth and the Twentieth Century 
Women’s Fiction and the Rise of Feminism
Kate Chopin, “The Storm” (1611-1615); Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1682-1695).
	

	
	
	

	M (11/3)
	Realism and Naturalism (1745-1761); Theodore Dreiser (1761-1777); Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat” (1779-1795).
	

	W (11/5)
	Continued.
	

	
	
	

	M (11/10)
	Debates over “Americanization” (1851-1881)
	

	W (11/12)
	Modernism
Wallace Stevens, “The Emperor of Ice-Cream,” “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird” (1997-1999); William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (2218-2224).
	

	
	
	

	M (11/17)
	The Harlem Renaissance
Claude McKay (2144); Zora Neale Hurston (2157-2169), Langston Hughes (2263-272); Richard Wright, “The Man Who Was Almost a Man” (2287-2297)
	

	W (11/19)
	Southern Renaissance/Southern Literature 
Flannery O’Connor, “Good Country People” (2568-2583); Alice Walker, “Everyday Use” (2771-2778)
	Second Analytical Paper due.

	
	
	

	M (11/24)
	Postmodernism
Allen Ginsberg, “A Supermarket in California (2601-2602); John Cheever, “The Swimmer” (2408-2417).
	

	W (11/26)
	Thanksgiving Recess; no class.
	

	
	
	

	M (12/1)
	The Return of the Native: American Indian Literature in the Twentieth Century
Leslie Marmon Silko, “Lullaby” (2784-2791); Louise Erdrich (2828-2840); Sherman Alexie (2851-2857).
	

	W (12/3)
	Course Recap; bring all readings and notes.
	

	
	
	

	M (12/8)
	
	Last Third Exam(Final Exam), 2-4pm








