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English 5/4130—Eighteenth-Century British Literature
Literature and Culture of the Public Sphere
Dr. Aleksondra Hultquist




Section: 01W
Office: TLC 2238





Schedule: M/W 12:30-1:45pm

Phone: 678-839-5407 





Location: Humanities 206
Email: ahultqui@westga.edu
Office hours: M/W 9am-noon; and by apt.

Course Objectives:

Habermas argues that the eighteenth century is the first time in the modern period in which we see an entity that could be called “the public” (what we understand now as “public opinion”).   As the locus of this theory, eighteenth-century literature and culture have been the site of much debate about ideas of public and private representations and the usefulness (or not) of looking at the eighteenth-century in this way.  In this course, we will begin with some short readings by Habermas himself, and then extend his definition to various genres of the period, with special emphasis on the cultural/historical context of the Restoration and early-eighteenth century.  We’ll be analyzing genres that clearly demonstrate ideas about “the public” and “the private”—periodicals, poetry, drama, and visual art.  Selections will include works from John Dryden, Samuel Pepys, Aphra Behn, John Wilmot, earl of Rochester, Daniel Defoe, Joseph Addison and Richard Steele, Eliza Haywood, Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope, William Hogarth, Joshua Reynolds, and Frances Burney.Howver, several  fjkjfsdk
Course Goals Set by Department:

· Students will develop in-depth understanding of selected texts of the Restoration and eighteenth century. 

· Students will become familiar with the cultural and political milieu of the period. 

· Students will recognize the implications of different critical and theoretical readings as culturally invested products. 

· Students will understand how the literature of the period may be approached in an interdisciplinary manner. 

· Students will demonstrate in both oral and written work a discipline-specific critical facility through convincing and well-supported analysis of related material. 

· Students will demonstrate their command of academic English and the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical prose. 

· Students will learn to use discipline-specific computer technologies related to the study of language such as listservs, word processing, and internet research.
Required Texts:

The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. C The Restoration and Eighteenth Century
The Rover by Aphra Behn (Broadview)
Moll Flanders by Daniel Defoe (Penguin Edition)

Evelina by Fanny Burney; ed. Kristin Straub (Bedford edition—this edition is required)
Docutek (electronic course reserves—password “public”)
Grading Breakdown
20% Attendance, participation, and homework
20% Analytical Response Paper 1

20% Analytical Response Paper 2

10% Group Presentation
30% Final Project/presentation

Course Requirements and Policies:

Attendance and Participation.  Coming to class on time and actively participating in discussions and activities are expected.  Participation includes chiming in during class discussion, actively taking part in in-class work, and coming to my office hours for discussion and help.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for making up any and all work that you missed; please contact a classmate for the information and assignments, then come to my office hours with any remaining questions that you have.  I do not make a distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” absences; you are an adult and I assume that any reason you have for not being here is a good one.  However, every absence affects your a/p grade, and after four absences, your entire final grade may drop by 1/3 of a letter grade per absence. (See the Life Happens Clause.)
Readings and Homework.  You will have an assigned amount of reading and writing to complete before each class period so that we can have productive discussions.  You will be asked to post a comment online by 9am on the day of class.  Homework factors into your attendance and participation grade and every missed homework assignment can affect that portion of your grade.  Please keep up with the reading and homework so that we have the benefit of each other’s ideas.  

Analytical Response Papers.* Analytical response papers are meant to give you the chance to work through difficult or stimulating passages in the primary materials. These should be about 3-4 pages and you should consider them as formal papers.  (For the departmental grading rubric, go to the English department home page http://www.westga.edu/~engdept/index.htm and click on “Student Resources” and then “Grading Rubric.”)  You must turn in a total of two (2) analytical response papers; the topics you wish to write on (and subsequently the due dates) are your choice.  (See the “Analytical Response Paper” assignment sheet for details.)
Group Project. Once this semester, you and a group of 2-5 students will lead the discussion on a particular reading or perform a scene from a play.  You will sign up for a topic and due date early in the semester. (See “Group Project” assignment sheet for details.)
Final Project.* For the final project, you are required to write a paper (7-10 pages) and present the paper (5-10 min). Using the library and online resources, you will choose and research a topic (a project prospectus and an annotated bibliography are also part of this project) and write an analytical research paper that centers on one text.  I will provide suggestions about topics and research methods.  (See assignment sheet for details.)

Quizzes.  I reserve the right to implement pop quizzes if people are not keeping up with the reading. If you keep up with the homework, there will be no need to fear them or have them.

Performing all of these tasks is a minimum for passing the course.

Masters Students.  If you are taking this course as 5130, please see me for a graduate syllabus.

*All written assignments must be typed and formatted to MLA standards (1 inch margins, 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, stapled together, no title page, properly documented, works cited).  Refer to a grammar handbook to answer questions about format, citations, and mechanical issues.  If you are having trouble with written assignments, you may certainly come to office hours and talk to me about them.  You should also make an appointment with the Writing Center www.westga.edu/~writing.  (Go early and often.)
Big Scary Plagiarism Paragraph

Section 207 of the University of West Georgia Faculty Handbook defines plagiarism as “Improper academic conduct…the purchase and use of ghost-written papers and reports, or incorporating into a report, term theme, research paper, or project, ideas and information obtained from another person without giving credit to the person from whom such information was obtained.”  For further information: http://www.westga.edu/~engdept/Plagiarism/index.html.

The university considers plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty to be a serious breach of academic ethics.  Please do not plagiarize.  I will find out, we will have to have an ugly conference, I have to fill out incriminating paperwork, recriminations will be severe and can include failure of the assignment, failure of the course, or expulsion from the university.  And everybody has a bad day.

Life Happens Clause

Because life happens, you are allowed one tardy, one absence (but not on a presentation day), and one later paper (but not the final paper/project) with no penalties.  A no-penalty late paper means that on the day the assignment is due, you hand me a note that explains that you are taking the late paper and clearly stating the due date (which will be the beginning of the next class period).  Late papers will be graded according to my schedule and may not have comments.  

I have created flexible due dates with some assignments and, in the case of the final project, lots of warning.  I suggest you do as much of the work in the early part of the semester as possible.  Please note that I do not accept any assignments electronically.  Any paper or presentation that is late loses a 1/3 of a letter grade for each day that it is late (not class meeting).   It is also possible to revise one assignment per semester for a better grade (but come see me at office hours to discuss if this is an option for you).  If you find you are not able to make deadlines or if you have a crisis in your life that prevents you from keeping up in class, please come see me immediately so that we can decide together what is the best mode of action for you.

Tentative Reading Schedule
Unit 1: The Public Sphere
Wed. Jan. 7
Introduction

Mon. Jan. 12
Jürgen Habermas (D)—2 articles Habermas and Hohendahl
Wed. Jan. 14
Samuel Pepys Diary (N)
Mon. Jan 19
MLK Day—No Class

Wed. Jan. 21
Addison and Steele The Spectator selections (N)
Mon. Jan. 26
Group Project (Hogarth) 

Hogarth Marriage a-la-Mode (N); The Rakes’ Progress (D); The Harlot’s Progress

Wed. Jan. 28
REPONSE #1 DUE (REQUIRED)

Joshua Reynolds, Richard Gainsborough (no reading)
Unit 2: The Public and Changing Sexuality
Mon. Feb 2
Aphra Behn poems: “The Disappointment” (N) and “The Golden Age” (D)

Wed. Feb 4
Group Project (Rochester) 

John Wilmot (Rochester) poems (N)

Mon. Feb. 9
The Rover (Acts 1-2)

Wed. Feb. 11
The Rover (Acts 3-5)

Mon. Feb. 16
RESPONSE #2 DUE



Group Project The Rover (performance)
Wed. Feb. 18
Moll Flanders (to page 155)
Mon. Feb. 23
Moll Flanders (pages 155-291)

Wed. Feb. 25
Moll Flanders (pages 291-end)

Unit 3: The Public and the Private: Feminism and the Public Sphere

Mon. Mar. 2
RESPONSE # 3 DUE



Eliza Haywood Fantomina (N)

Wed. Mar. 4
Eliza Haywood Female Spectator book 2 (D)



Group Project (Female Spectator)
Mon. Mar. 9
general paper topic due (post on CourseDen)



Debating Women Poems (“Lady’s Dressing Room” Poems) (N) and 

Swift “Beautiful Young Nymph” (D)

Wed. Mar. 11
RESPONSE #4 DUE

Debating Women poems (Epistle poems) (N)

Mon. Mar. 16
Spring Break

Wed. Mar. 18
Spring Break

Mon. Mar. 23
Alexander Pope Rape of the Lock (Cantos 1-3)

Wed. Mar. 25
Library Day

Mon. Mar. 30
Final Project Prospectus due



Alexander Pope Rape of the Lock (Cantos 3-5)

Wed. Apr. 1
Honors Convocation—no class (possible conferences)
Mon. Apr. 6
Group Project (Rape of the Lock)
Wed. Apr. 8
Frances Burney Evelina (vol 1)

Mon. Apr. 13
Annotated Bibliography due



Frances Burney Evelina (vol 2)

Wed. Apr 15
Frances Burney Evelina (vol 3)

Mon. Apr 20
Evelina Cultural Contexts reading (Bedford edition pages 439-500 OR 501-578)


Group Project (Evelina)

Wed. Apr. 22
Final project presentations

Mon. Apr. 27 
Final project presentations

Wed. Apr. 29
Final project presentations

Mon. May 4
Final Paper due (A HARD COPY IN MY HANDS) by 1PM

D: Docutek (password—“public”)

N: Norton Anthology
