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ENGLISH 4140W: American Romanticism
Spring 2009
University of west Georgia

Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-10:45 am
Hum 206
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Martin Luther King, Jr.


Dr. Patrick M. Erben
Office: TLC 2239
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 11-12 and 2-3 pm
and by appointment
E-mail: perben@westga.edu

Tel.: (678) 839-6144 (Office and Voicemail)

Website: www.westga.edu/~perben
Course Description:  Poe, Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, Melville, Whitman, Dickinson—if a list of these 19th-century American authors makes you yawn, this course will help you wake up to the fresh and radical ideas of a generation of writers who tried to rouse their contemporaries from the dusty remains of Puritanism, the complacent acceptance of slavery, the mindless imitation of European literature and culture, the smug belief in the exceptionalism of American liberty, the debasing of human sexuality as filth, and—above all—the inability to think independently.  Women writers such as Margaret Fuller and Fanny Fern as well as escaped slaves such as Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs, moreover, fueled the spirit of discontent and radical change from the “margins.”  In this course, we will study how the new art forms, philosophies, and social movements emerging from this period affected 19th century America, but we will also explore how they have influenced writers and activists across the ages.  When Thoreau famously postulated “Let your life be a counter friction to stop the machine,” he also inspired activists from Mahatma Gandhi to Martin Luther King.  So, this spring, vote for real change!
content Goals:
· To understand American Romanticism within the currents of British and European Romanticism, but especially to point out important or “radical” departures
· To understand writers, ideas, and intellectual innovations in American Romanticism within the historical, cultural, and political contexts of the time period
· To consider how ideas central to American Romanticism have had a persistent impact on the ways in which we see ourselves as individuals and as a society; in other words, to examine and debate the relevance of Romanticism on social, philosophical, and political questions in the past and today (e.g. by examining a variety of “texts” produced since the 19th century, including popular culture, such as film)
· To understand the radical challenges Romantics posed to their own time and may still pose today (In other words: Why should we care...?)
· To consider the formation of the literary canon and its significance in the 19th cent. and today
skills:
· To read closely, explain/explicate, and analyze key texts of 19th century Romanticism 
· To discuss and debate actively the relevance of “Romantic” ideas today.
· To explore, develop, and present your readings and ideas in various steps of the writing process, including reading journal, a close reading or explication, and a longer essay. comparing a text from American Romanticism with a more recent text that it may have influenced (directly or indirectly).
Required Materials and Texts:
A handsome, bound journal that you will enjoy writing in!

Nina Baym, general editor, The Norton Anthology of American Literature.  Volume B, American Literature 1820-1865.  7th edition.  New York: W.W. Norton, 2007. 
Critical essays distributed through electronic reserves (see library website).

Website: Following the English Department’s paperless policy, I will post all further materials (handouts, reading questions, etc.), as well as this syllabus, on my website    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.westga.edu/~perben/
.  This course does not use WebCT!
Course Requirements:
Readings and Participation:  Active participation is the essence of a lively and productive course.  I encourage you to cultivate an engaged reading style, using underlining, marginalia, and notes (see below for journal).  Classroom discussion will usually involve close readings, and I may ask you to support your comments with evidence from the text.  I evaluate both the quality and quantity of your contributions, so less vocal students may excel through fewer, but thoughtful comments.  I will help you prepare for your reading and classroom discussion by posting specific reading questions for each text on the website.  I may restate these questions in class to guide discussion, and you may use them to cultivate active note-taking.  We can discuss at any point during the semester how you are doing on your participation grade.  

Journal: Beginning his first journal, Henry David Thoreau recalled the encouragement his friend and mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson had given him: “‘What are you doing now?’ he asked, ‘Do you keep a journal?’—So I made my first entry today.”  Thoreau began his first journal right after finishing college, and he kept journals for the rest of his life, forming the foundation for all of his published writings.  A journal may serve as a place to collect memorable passages, write down thoughts and meditations on readings or simply life, and it can serve to formulate ideas for larger projects.  Your journal may include brief excerpts you copy from the assigned readings and your additional readings/research, in-class writings, questions, ideas, random thoughts, etc.  If you keep a good journal, you will have a mirror, a sounding board, a clearing house, and a blank space to explore your ideas and thoughts.  I will collect your journals twice, once in the middle and once at the end of the semester.  My grade will evaluate very generally your level of engagement with your readings and your journal. (Guideline: you have to post at least one substantial, i.e. at least 1 page, journal entry FOR class meeting.  You must involve at least one of the readings assigned for that day as the foundation of your entry, reference its thoughts or questions, or simply respond to the writing.)  Bring your journal to class every day; I may ask you to do some in-class response writings in there, or you may draw from your journal during discussions.
Quizzes: I will ask you to complete a weekly pop-quiz, testing a general knowledge of the assigned texts (beginning week 2).  The quizzes are open note (not open book!), i.e. you may use your journal and anything you have written in there to complete them.  
Close Reading (3 full pages, double spaced):  To present-day readers, the words, syntax, and ideas of many 19th-century writers (especially Emerson and Thoreau) may seem like another language.  Early in the semester, I will ask you to select a short passage of a longer work or a short poem and pick it apart, i.e. “translate” the passage into your own words and explain its points, ideas, and arguments (detailed handout to follow!).
Oral Presentation and Scholarly Article Review: After the reading and discussion portion of the semester is concluded (see below), each of you will give a ten-minute presentation on one scholarly article or book chapter on one or more of the writers/texts we are discussing his semester.  I will provide a list of choices, from which you may select one.  During your presentation, you should provide a précis of the argument, a description of the methodology, and some examples of the evidence (close readings, theory, historical context) provided by the essay.  In the second half of the presentation, you should discuss how the essay allowed you to understand a different or new aspect of the author/text, potentially opening up questions you may take up again later in your comparative essay). You must include a one (1)-page handout with your presentation (handout to follow!).
Comparative Essay (10-12 pages, double spaced): For the main writing assignment of the semester, I want you to compare a text from American Romanticism with a more recent “text”(broadly speaking, i.e. including film, art, popular culture, politics, advertisements, etc.) that it may have influenced and present the findings in a well-written, intellectually stimulating, and formally impeccable essay.  The essay should include close readings and comparisons of both texts, analyses of the ways in which each text and author challenged his/her social and intellectual contexts and their contemporaries, and your personal and argumentative evaluation of the relevance of the “Romantic” author for successive times.  This assignment will require research in order to locate a text/author for comparison and to comprehend the socio-cultural context which that author/text speaks to or challenges.  The comparative essay will comprise a written proposal, an annotated bibliography, a graded draft, and a final version (detailed handout to follow!).  We will discuss your topic and research at a mandatory conference schedule after you turn in your annotated bibliography and proposal.
Grade Breakdown:

Participation


15%
Journal



15%
Quizzes 


10%


Close Reading


10%
Oral Presentation

10%

Comparative Essay

40%

Incl.



Proposal


5%

Annotated Bibliography
5%
Mandatory Bibliography (minus 5% for unexcused absence)
Draft



5%

Final Essay


25%
Course Policies:
· Attendance and Deadlines:  Regular and timely attendance is MANDATORY. You are allowed FOUR (4) absences for the entire course, regardless of the reason for your absence.  For each absence in excess of that number, I will deduct a grade level from your final grade (i.e., from A to B, etc.).  You are responsible for signing an attendance list circulated at the beginning of every class meeting.  In case of absence, you are responsible for keeping up with all assignments, readings, and in-class work. I do not make lecture notes etc. available to students who missed class (please get in touch with a fellow student). I can only accept late work if you discussed the issue with me ahead of time.  All exceptions and acceptance of excuses are completely at my discretion.
· Tardiness:  A roll book will circulate at the BEGINNING of class.  Everyone who is late will be noted as tardy.  Three (3) “tardies” will result in one (1) absence!
· Plagiarism:  There are different forms of plagiarism, from blatant theft of entire papers to negligence in acknowledging a source in your writing.  However, you will be held responsible for any form of plagiarism—whether intentional or not.  Consequences and responses to plagiarism are entirely at the discretion of the instructor.  Please pay specific attention to the English Department’s site on plagiarism: http://www.westga.edu/%7Eengdept/Plagiarism/index.html.  I expect all out-of-class work to abide by MLA Format (See: MLA Handbook for the Writers of Research Papers) for proper documentation of sources (primary and secondary).
· Classroom  etiquette:    NB: Before you read the following, keep in mind that I wouldn’t have to address these issues if they hadn’t caused problems in the past—even in upper-level courses.… I expect everyone to be ready to work at the beginning of class.  This means in particular having ALL reading materials assigned for that day on hand and ready to use, as well as any tools for note-taking.  You may use laptops, but you may NOT use wireless connections to surf the internet or email. Please turn off all cell-phones or other electronic communication devices before class.   If you need to leave earlier for whatever reason, you need to let me know before the beginning of class.  Sleeping during class may result in dismissal and count as an absence for that day!  You MAY bring drinks and/or non-smelly or noisy food to class.  Most importantly:  Be respectful toward the opinions, ideas, and personal identity of all members of our class!    
· Communication and E-mail Policy and Etiquette:  According to university policy, I can only accept and answer emails sent from your official West Georgia email account (you can access this remotely through webmail or through “MyUWG.”).  I would also like to institute an “email etiquette;” i.e. please observe basic rules of politeness and formality in email messages.  These rules include:
· All messages must include an address line (e.g. “Dear Dr. Erben” or “Dr. Erben”)
· Use polite and appropriate language, as well as reasonably edited prose (i.e. complete sentences, correct spelling, etc.)!
· Always sign your name!
· Individual Help, Office Hours, and Writing Center:  The writing center provides individual tutorials for any writing-related problems, but no proofreading service.  The center is located in TLC 1201.  However, I am not only available during my designated office hours, but am happy to speak to you about assignments and any other questions by appointment (or right after class).  
Tentative Course Schedule

Please check our course website for the latest updates on deadlines, assignments, and important announcements! All changes are at the discretion of the instructor.  
Important: All assignments, including readings, are to be completed for the date listed in the schedule!  Readings are from our anthology, unless otherwise noted.  Although not explicitly mentioned in the reading schedule, reading the biographical introduction in the anthology for each new author is required! Please bring the anthology to EVERY class meeting! All readings marked “e-reserve” are pdf files available through my electronic reserves page!  

	Date
	Topics and Reading Assignments
	Assignments and Deadlines

	Thu 1/8
	Introduction to course, syllabus.

Slide Show: What is Romanticism?  
	

	
	
	

	Tue 1/13
	The “Conventional” Image: Romantic Poetry

Read: William Cullen Bryant, “To a Waterfowl” (p. 1047) and “The Prairies (1048);” Lydia Howard Huntley Sigourney, “Niagara” (1038); Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, “A Psalm of Life” (1497) and “The Fire of Drift-wood” (1501).
	

	Thu 1/15
	Historical, Philosophical, and Social Contexts: American Renaissance & Transcendentalism
Read: “Introduction” in Norton Anthology of American Literature, pp. 929-950.    
Slide Show: Concord, Mass.
	

	
	
	

	Tue 1/20
	Video: The Transcendentalists 
	

	Thu 1/22
	Ralph Waldo Emerson—Defining a Movement:
Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The American Scholar” (1138-1151) and “The Poet” (1180-1195); excerpt from The Emerson Effect (handout).
	

	
	
	

	Tue 1/27
	The New Poetry, The New Poet:
Read: William Wordsworth, selection from “Preface” to Lyrical Ballads (handout); Walt Whitman, “Preface to Leaves of Grass” (2195-2209); Emerson, “Letter to Walt Whitman” (1251).  Whitman, “Letter to Ralph Waldo Emerson” (2289).  
	

	Thu 1/29
	Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself” (2210-2254); from Calamus, “Scented Herbage of My Breast” (2260-2261).
	

	
	
	

	Tue 2/4
	“Man Thinking”?—What about Woman Thinking? 

Lydia Huntley Howard Sigourney, complete selections (except “Niagara”).
	Journal 1 due.

	Thu 2/5
	Emily Dickinson, selections TBA.
	

	
	
	

	Tue 2/10
	Margaret Fuller, complete selections.
	

	Thu 2/12
	Fanny Fern, “Male Criticism on Ladies’ Books,” “Fresh Leaves, by Fanny Fern,” “A Law More Nice Than Just” (1799-1803); Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, selections from No Man’s Land.
	Close Reading due.

	
	
	

	Tue 2/17
	Changing the Way We See the World—Changing the Way We Live:
Emerson, “Self-Reliance” (1163-1180) and “Thoreau” (1231-1244); Henry David Thoreau, from Walden, “Economy” (1872-1914). 
	

	Thu 2/19
	Thoreau, from Walden; “Where I lived and What I lived For” (1914-1924), “Reading” (1924-1930), “Sounds” (1930-1940) “Solitude” (1940-1945), “The Bean-Field” (1953-1959), “The Ponds” (1963-1977), “Conclusion” (2038-2046).
	

	
	
	

	Tue 2/24
	“Stop the Machine,” Or, “I prefer not to”:
Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government” (1857-1872); Herman Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener” (2363-2389).
	Oral Presentation Topic List and Schedule circulated.

	Thu 2/26
	M. Gandhi, Non-Violence In Peace and War (handout); Martin Luther King, Jr., from Stride Toward Freedom (handout); 
	

	
	
	

	Mo 3/2
	Last Day to Withdraw with Grade of “W”
	

	Tue 3/3
	The Voice of the Subaltern:
Read: “Native Americans: Removal and Resistance” (1252-1272); William Apess, “An Indian’s Looking Glass for the White Man” (1051-1058).
	

	Thu 3/5
	Class cancelled; professor attending Society of Early Americanists Conference
	

	
	
	

	Tue 3/10
	“Slavery, Race, and the Making of American Literature” (1682-1698); Frederick Douglass, “The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro: Speech at Rochester, New York, July 5, 1852” (2140-2143), “The Heroic Slave” (2143-2170).
	

	Tue 3/12
	Angelina Grimke, from Appeal to the Christian Women of the South (1692-1695); Sojourner Truth, “Speech to the Women’s Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio, 1851” (1695-1696); Harriet Jacobs, from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (all selections in anthology).
	Journal II due.

	
	
	

	Tue 3/17 
	No class; Spring Break.
	

	Thu 3/19
	No class; Spring Break.
	

	
	
	 

	Tue 3/24
	Final Project Introduction;

Oral Presentations
	Oral Presentations (see schedule)

	Thu 3/26
	Oral Presentations
	Oral Presentations (see schedule)

	
	
	

	Tue 3/31
	Library and Electronic Research Workshop
	Meet in TLC Computer Classroom (Room # TBA)

	Thu 4/2
	Proposal and Annotated Bibliography Workshop
	Mandatory Conference schedule circulated.

	
	
	

	Tue 4/7
	MLA refresher workshop
	Annotated Bibliography and Proposal due.

	Thu 4/9
	Mandatory Conferences; no class meeting.
	

	
	
	

	Tue 4/14
	Mandatory Conferences; no class meeting.
	

	Thu 4/16
	Outline workshop
	Bring 2 printed outlines of final paper to class

	
	
	

	Tue 4/21
	Peer Review. Bring 2 printed drafts to class.
	Draft due.

	Thu 4/23
	Peer Review. Bring 2 printed drafts to class.
	

	
	
	

	Tue 4/28 
	Last day of class.
	

	Friday 5/1, 5 pm
	
	Final Paper due.


NB: There is no midterm or final exam given in this course
