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English 4170 African American Literature
ENGL 4170-01
  African American Literature 
Fall  Semester 2007
TR 12:30pm-1:45pm
Humanities 207

Dr. Stacy C. Boyd
Office: TLC 2252
678-839-4851                                        
sboyd@westga.edu  				
www.westga.edu/~sboyd
Office Hours:  TR 2-4 P.M. and by appointment

DESCRIPTION:  
This course will examine major trends, authors, and texts central to the development of twentieth-century African-American literature.  The politics of race, gender, sexuality, class, and region will play major roles as primary texts address their present moment, cull from the past, and begin to envision the future.  Indeed, the dynamics of inter-textual exchange—the ways in which texts invoke and revise previous works will also inform our analysis.  And, of course, the ways in which texts derive meaning through extra-textual references and associations (African American music or folk culture for example) will also shape our reading of African American literature and its place/role in literary studies.  

Prerequisites: ENGL 1101 and ENGL 1102

Required Texts 
Passing, Nella Larsen; Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston; short stories by Richard Wright; Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison; In My Father’s House, Ernest Gaines; Maude Martha, Gwendolyn Brooks; Thomas and Beulah, Rita Dove; The Oxherding Tale, Charles Johnson; short stories by Alice Walker; The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison; and The Dutchman, Leroi Jones (Amiri Baraka)
Supplemental Readings will be provided as needed.  I will provide you with copies or links to the short stories.
Course Goals
· Students will become familiar with a range of literary works representing different genres from the African-American tradition, understanding how these works are related to each other and to the larger historical-literary traditions of Africa and America. 
· Students will know the distinctive properties of literary expression within the African-American tradition. 
· Students will understand how social, political, economic, and historical conditions influence the production of literary works. 
· Students will demonstrate in both oral and written work a discipline-specific critical facility through convincing and well-supported analysis of related material. 
· Students will demonstrate their command of academic English and the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical prose. 
· Students will learn to use discipline-specific computer technologies related to the study of language such as listservs, word processing, and internet research. 
Program Goals 
· This course fulfills one of the departmental requirements for the completion of the English major.
· Students will develop the analytical, oral and written skills to pursue graduate study or careers in teaching, writing, business and a variety of other fields.
· Students will be able to define and pursue independent research agendas.
· This course contributes to the program goal of equipping students with a foundation in literary history and the issues surrounding literary study in contemporary culture.
· This course broadens students' desire and ability to take pleasure in their encounter with literature.
I reserve the right to change this syllabus as needed.
Attendance Policy 
Attendance and participation is a VITAL part of this course.  Each one of you is personally responsible for the quality of the time we spend together. You must come to class and be attentive, complete all readings before class and take time to think about each one.  Come to each class with a few interesting issues or questions to discuss.  You earn the right to participate in discussions by completing the assigned readings.  I require you to bring your textbook to every class.  

Plagiarism 
The Department of English defines plagiarism as taking personal credit for the words and ideas of others as they are presented in electronic, print and verbal sources. The Department expects that students will accurately credit sources in all assignments.  Students may not turn in work from another class.  Doing so can result in your receiving a zero on that assignment.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to using the words or ideas but not citing electronic and or written sources and excessive collaboration with another person. Plagiarism is grounds for failing this course. The Code of Student Conduct is in effect and will be enforced in this class. Cliffsnotes, Wikipedia, Sparknotes, and other such sources are considered inappropriate for this class.

Article Summaries
For each novel and series of short stories, you should find a critical article.  Choose 4 critical articles for which you will write a one page response.  The response should include a summary of the article’s arguments. You should then pull one quote from the article to explicate.  Think about how you would use the quote in an essay of your own.  These summaries are due on the day that we begin to discuss the authors.  Be prepared to discuss your article and your summary.  I will check that you have these articles during the first few minutes of class.  You should not write a summary for the same novel as your teaching presentation.

Essays  
All essays should meet MLA format regulations: they must be word-processed, double-spaced with one inch margins, left-justified only, and stapled in the upper-left-hand corner.  You should use Times New Roman font size 12.  Please do not use cover pages or plastic folders; instead you should have a heading in the upper left-hand corner of the first page with your name, my name, the course number, and the date.  Your last name should be next to the page number in the upper-right-hand corner of every page after the first.  All essays should have interesting, descriptive titles, and you must document any source in MLA fashion, with parenthetical citations and a works cited list at the end of your essay.   You are required to have backup copies of all outside papers, and to be able to produce such copies if necessary. We will discuss the essay prompts at a later time.

[bookmark: GRADING:_]Teaching Presentations 
To begin our discussion of each novel, we will have group presentations designed to direct our inquiry.  More than just summarizing the work under discussion, each group should design a lesson which includes class discussion and specific references to the novel.  No disembodied discussions. From among the broad areas of race, gender, sexuality, and class, consider the guiding questions posed for class to prepare a presentation that will aid our community of thinkers to better understand the construction and/or content of African American literature. 
Your presentation should involve a handout for the class that might include major themes and historical contexts, key terms and examples, and any theoretical models that can be useful for us.  Each presentation should be scheduled for approximately 20 minutes.  If you are absent on the day you are scheduled to present, you will receive a zero for that presentation.  Your handout must include a list of all of the sources you consulted for your presentation.  Failure to provide this information is the equivalent of plagiarizing and subject to the same consequences.
Final Research Essay  
You will write a research paper of 10 pages in which you cite at least five sources.  The topic of your essay can be of your own choosing, but your thesis must be approved by me.  You must follow all MLA guidelines for this essay.
Grading 
	97-100 = A+
	87-89 = B+
	77-79 = C+
	67-69 = D+
	below 60 = F

	94-96   = A
	84-86 = B
	74- 76 = C
	64-66 = D
	 

	90-93   = A-
	80-83 = B-
	70- 73 = C-
	60-63 = D-
	



Essay 1			20%		
Essay 2          		20% 
Presentation		15%              	
Article Summaries      	15% 	
Research Essay		30%
 
Late Work
I will not usually accept late essays.  Late work is any work given to me after the deadline unless prior arrangements have been made with me.
 
Special Needs
If you have a registered disability that I can help accommodate, please see me at the beginning of the semester.  If you have a disability that you have not yet registered with the Disabled Student Services Office, contact Dr. Ann Phillips in 137 Parker Hall, 836-6428.

 Please Note: If West Georgia closes, you should continue your out-of-class assignments according to this schedule unless otherwise instructed.

