Course Template
The following information should be available to students as a part of all syllabi for this course.  

	Course Information
Number: ENGL 4238
Section:  variable
Catalog Name: Methods for Teaching Secondary English
Instructor sub-title (optional)
	Instructor Information
Instructor's name:
Office Location:
Office hours:
Phone/email:


 
Required texts and other readings/materials 
· The Conceptual Framework, published by the Professional Education Unit in the College of Education
· Teacher Education, Field Experiences and Internship:  Policies and Procedures Handbook, published by the College of Education
· “Ethics for Educators,” published by the Professional Standards Commission
· Individual instructors may assemble a group of texts that will allow students to meet the objectives and specifications of the course.

Course Description 

This course is required for all ENGL ED majors and Initial Certification ENGL students and is part of the Professional Sequence for the Bachelor’s degree.  The course requires that BA and non-provisional Initial Certification students participate in two days of Field Experience (TR) per week, so they should take only MW classes during the semester in which they take this course.  

This course, taught by English Department faculty, is compulsory for English Education students. It unites theory and practice to produce sound pedagogical strategies for the teaching of English (Language Arts). In it, teachers-in-training will learn and refine instructional strategies and deepen their understanding of the foundations from which such approaches develop. As a result, students will begin to fashion teaching selves through recursive discussion, concentrated research, analytical writing, Field Experience, and practical implementation. Pre-requisites for registration:  application at the Field Experience Office and Criminal Background Check. 

Course Goals
· Students will increase their ability to formulate and state goals for the teaching of English in accordance with standards set down in their respective professional environments. 
· Students will learn to promote rigorously analytical and critical thinking in the classroom environment within frameworks that may define their respective professional environments. 
· Students will gain knowledge of specific pedagogical tools used in the teaching of English.
· Students will practice creating curriculum units and micro-lessons within those units. 
· Students will write reflectively about their readings, class discussion, and field experiences.
· Students will conduct concerted, scholarly research in the field and apply their findings to primary texts of their choosing as they, in a major capstone assignment, critically read, argue for their text’s (s’) deployment in a particular classroom environment, and generate a plan of action for instruction. 
· Students will study various assessment models and learn to apply them to student writing.
· Students will regularly observe and practice in the field. 
· Students will move towards fashioning teaching selves ready to enact specific ethics of care in the English classroom.
General topics and assignments appropriate to those topics 

· Reading and Field Experience Reflection Journal 
· Field Experience completion and Lesson Plan for Observation Event(s); post-conference(s) with the Observer
· Teaching Videography (two taped teaching demonstrations plus supporting narrative)
· Mid-Term Unit Plan on a class wide text
· Final Unit Plan that covers two, student-chosen texts

Assessment Activities
· Students will display their command of academic English and of the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical and reflective prose.
· Students will be observed in the public school setting and assessed by English faculty, according to the Conceptual Framework, NCTE guidelines, and ELA standards set down by the Professional Standards Commission
· Students will participate in Field Experience on TR.  Provisional teachers’ work in public schools will suffice for their Field Experience.  Bachelor’s students and Initial Certification students who are not teaching provisionally will be observed in the field in accordance with the Observation Protocol for ENGL 4238, set down in the spring of 2008.
· In their Teaching Videographies, students will self-assess in reflective narratives and will be evaluated according to their self-analysis, the quality of their taped teaching demonstrations, and their argument that charts from one instance of teaching to another. 

Other Policies 

· Departmental plagiarism policies apply. 
· A detailed calendar of readings and assignments should be made available to the class at the first class meeting. A copy should be posted electronically and kept on file in the English department office. 
· Students should be expected to come to class, prepared and able to participate. 
· MLA style should be emphasized and required on out of class essays. 
· Use of Standard English should be required and taught, when necessary. 
· Faculty must assign for reading, discuss, and emphasize all policies, procedures, and concepts outlined in the Teacher Education, Field Experiences and Internship: Policies and Procedures Handbook, The Conceptual Framework, published by the Professional Education Unit in the College of Education, and the “Ethics for Educators” pamphlet, published by The Professional Standards Commission. 
· Faculty must make use of the online assessment instrument for commenting on and evaluating student work and should aid students in learning to access it.

