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Poets, playwrights, and prose writers in English Renaissance literature are explorers in search of a quest.  They and their characters seek fame, wealth, love, knowledge, and salvation. This course undertakes its own epic voyage of discovery through the literature of the English Renaissance alongside Knights of the Round Table, Canterbury pilgrims, sorcerers, queens, and fallen angels. 


We will be reading a few texts in Middle English, and several more in unmodernized early modern English. Fear not!  This is not another language; it is simply a different shade of what we speak today.  I will provide websites where you can check your "translations" on the few occasions that such checking will be necessary.  
COURSE GOALS: 

· Students will develop in-depth understanding of English Renaissance literature in its European and world historical and social context. 

· Students will develop an understanding of how those specific contextual details affect literary history. 

· Students will develop the ability to apply theoretical argument to the historical conditions that shape the production of literature. 

· Students will recognize the implications of different critical and theoretical readings as culturally invested products. 

· Students will understand the points of congruence between literature and other disciplines. 

· Students will demonstrate in both oral and written work a discipline-specific critical facility through convincing and well-supported analysis of related material. 

· Students will demonstrate their command of academic English and the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical prose. 

· Students will learn to use discipline-specific computer technologies related to the study of language such as listservs, word processing, and internet research. 
TEXTS:  

Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. 1 (8th edition), or, 

Volume A, The Middle Ages, and 

Volume B, The Sixteenth Century and the Early Seventeenth Century 

(smaller, broken-out versions of Volume 1)

You will need a good dictionary for this class as well.

REQUIREMENTS:

Quizzes:  You will have quizzes based on readings and based on lecture.  I will quiz you on every text on the first day it is on the syllabus to guarantee that you have done your reading – these quizzes will ask questions regarding plot, character, and other basic matters of comprehension.  Other quizzes will be scattered throughout the semester, and will rarely be announced.  Missed quizzes may not be made up.  I will drop the lowest quiz grade at the end of the semester.

Daily writing: We will be discussing and practicing writing throughout the semester.  You can see a few examples of topics scattered through the first few weeks of the syllabus. 
Presentations: You will be asked to present on historical travel literature during the semester with a group. I will assign your topics. 
Close reading papers:  You will be assigned 3 short response papers (1-1.5 pages, 300-400 words) that are close readings of several lines from one of the plays or sonnets we are reading.  I will explain these papers in more detail, but they are to be careful readings – almost dissections – of passages that you feel are important to look at closely.  Papers should include concise introductions and conclusions, well developed body paragraphs, and should be typed or word-processed.  Due dates are on the syllabus  - please note that there are four opportunities to turn in these papers, but you need only turn in three.  Don’t turn them all in on the last date.

Critical Essay:  A longer paper (8-10 pages, 1250-1600 words) will be due at the end of the semester.  This paper will be a critical engagement with one (possibly two) of the primary texts we study during the course.  I will supply guidelines and possible topics later in the semester, but you are invited to come up with your own topic.  You will confirm your topic with me the week of November 6th.  

Final Exam:  The final exam will take place on Thursday, Dec.7.  It will cover all the material discussed over the course of the semester.

GRADING:



Quizzes




10%



Class Participation



15%



3 Close Readings



10% each (30% total)



Critical Essay




20%



Final Exam




25%

Please note that points can be subtracted from these totals for absences and lateness, as these can detract from your participation and quiz grades.

PAPER FORMAT:

All papers turned in to me must be typed or word-processed. All papers should be typed in a simple font in 10-12 point typeface.  Always leave one-inch margins on each side.  Papers are always to be double-spaced.  Always cite your sources – we will discuss MLA citation in class.  And finally, always make a back-up copy of every paper you write.  I encourage you to write and sign the University Honors Pledge on all papers you submit in this class.

LATE PAPERS:

Late papers that have not been cleared with me at least a week beforehand will lose one letter grade for every class period they are late.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Plagiarism or cheating, whether it is submitting someone else’s work as your own, submitting your own work completed for another class without my permission, collaborating on individual exercises, or otherwise violating the University Code of Academic Integrity will not be tolerated, and infractions will be severely punished.  Familiarize yourself with the University’s Code of Academic Integrity: www.inform.umd.edu/departments/JPO

ATTENDANCE:

You are expected to attend every class session regularly.  Failure to do so without documentation of an excused absence can affect your participation grade.  What we cover in class is what you need to know.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to contact another student for an explanation of what was covered.  Check with me if you have questions.  

TARDINESS:

Be on time for class.  We start immediately, and a quiz given at the beginning of the period and missed due to tardiness may not be made up.

CONFERENCES:

My office hours and office location are listed on the first page.  I am available at that time to help you.  Please feel free to contact me about alternative times if those hours do not suit.  I will ask you all to meet with me when I think a conference would be useful.  You will be required to meet with me briefly about your final paper topic.

**The best way to reach me is via email!**

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:

If you have a registered disability that requires accommodation, please see me immediately.  If you have a disability and have not registered with Disability Support Services in the Shoemaker Building, you should do so promptly.  Should any other special circumstance affect your work this semester, please let me know in writing as soon as possible.

English 4/5115 – Syllabus

NOTE:  Have texts read completely by the first day they are listed.  Individual homework assignments and group work will be announced on a daily basis.  This syllabus is subject to change; all changes will be announced in class.

T
Aug. 15
Introduction to course
Th
Aug. 17
Gawain 
T
Aug. 22
Gawain (honor, fame)
Th
Aug. 24
Canterbury Tales 

T
Aug. 29
Canterbury Tales 
Th
Aug. 31
Canterbury Tales
T
Sept. 5

Margery Kempe, Julian of Norwich 
Th
Sept. 7

Travel Literature--Utopia excerpts, assignments of group work 
(close reading due) (mercantilism)
T
Sept. 12
Travel Literature—Begin Presentations (Presentation 1) 
Th
Sept. 14
Elizabeth I (women, power,fame)
T
Sept. 19
Faerie Queene--Book 1 (women, allegory, honor)
Th
Sept. 21
FQ  (close reading due)
T
Sept. 26
FQ
Th
Sept. 28
Faustus (power, sin, faith, knowledge, fame)
T
Oct. 3

Faustus
Th
Oct. 5

Faustus (close reading due)
T
Oct. 10

NO CLASS
Th
Oct. 12

Donne (faith/science, doubt, transcendence)
T
Oct. 17

Donne
Th
Oct. 19

Bacon (truth, study, observation, knowledge)
T
Oct. 24

Bacon (group work)
Th
Oct. 26

Bacon (presentation--empiricism)
T
Oct. 31

Milton, Areopagitica (liberty, knowledge)
Th
Nov. 2

Paradise Lost, Book 1 (knowledge, faith, obedience, power)
T
Nov. 7

Paradise Lost, Book 1 (PAPER ASSIGNED)
Th
Nov. 9

PL, Book 2  (Confirm topics)
T
Nov. 14
PL, Book 4
Th
Nov. 16
PL, Book 9
T
Nov. 21
PL, Book 9 (close reading due)
Th
Nov. 23
THANKSGIVING BREAK

T
Nov. 28
Catch up 
Th
Nov. 30
Review (Paper due) 
FINAL EXAM:  Thursday, Dec.7, 8-10 am
