ENGL 4/5125-01: Colonial and Early American Literature, Prof. David Newton
MW 2:00-3:15 PM, HUM 209
Fulfills the Literary History Requirement in American Literature I
May be taken for 3 hours of WAC requirement.

Description: While it is often characterized as an era populated by dour-faced Puritans and sermonic texts, Colonial and Early American literature was instead an era of dynamic cultural encounters and transitions, which radically altered Europe and the New World.  Our reading will reflect the diversity of literary works and cultural perspectives from this 300-year period and will include exploration narratives by women and men, Native American literature, and women novelists from the early republic. Among the topics we will consider: 1) how early exploration narratives shaped the European vision of the Americas and were used to translate the New World to European audiences; 2) the transforming experience of first encounters with the geographical landscape of the Americas and with people from other cultures; 3) the construction of the New World as a constantly evolving fictional text out of which early explorers and colonists struggled to fashion new personal and social identities; 4) the textual and interpretive challenge of reconstructing early Native American oral narratives; 5) the evolution of gender roles during the Colonial and New Republic eras; and 6) the role of language and writing in the era of exploration and in the formation of the new nation.

Texts: Mary Rowlandson, A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration; Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano; Susanna Rowson, Charlotte Temple; Ben Franklin, The Autobiography; Charles Brockden Brown, Edgar Huntley; Lydia Maria Child, Hobomok and Other Writings on Indians; Tabitha Tenny, Female Quixotism. Other shorter works (exploration narratives, poems, and short stories) will be assigned from a course reading packet, electronic (online) editions, or placed on reserve.

Requirements: For undergraduates, active participation in class discussions, reading quizzes, 2 short response papers, midterm and final essay exams, and a 8-10 page research paper (with proposal). For graduate students, all of the requirements listed above as well as an annotated bibliography (min. 10 sources), and a more extensive 12-15 page research paper. 

WAC Requirement: This is writing intensive course. Your response papers and other assignments involve writing-to-learn activities in which you will be using the writing exercise itself to come to terms with the material we have read. ALL of these written assignments should conform to the standards of college-level, academic writing. By successfully completing this course, you can receive WAC (Writing Across the Curriculum) credit toward graduation. The goals of WAC are to encourage students to use writing as a way to learn, to show students how to write effectively in their disciplines and to improve students' writing skills. All students majoring in disciplines in the School of Arts and Sciences are required to satisfy the WAC requirements for WAC to graduate: These requirements include at least two 3000/4000 level W courses for a total of 6 hours with at least 3 of these hours in the major. Additional WAC certification is also available. See the current undergraduate catalog for details
