ENGLISH 2120-04:  BRITISH LITERATURE

THE USES OF THE PAST
Spring 2011







Dr. Fran Chalfant

English 2120, Section 4
Classroom:   Pafford 308





fchalfan@westga.edu
Time of  Class:  TR 11:00 am—12:45 pm



Office:  TELC 2223

Office hours: 1130--2 pm MW and 12:15--2:30 pm 


Phone:  678-839-5452

 
           and by appointment. 
                                          
           

Description:  A survey of important works of British literature. Required for English majors. This course will slightly revise Winston Churchill’s comment, “Those who do not know history will repeat its mistakes,” as “Writers who can draw from past models with respect to genres, poetic form, and character types often strongly enrich their own work.” This course will reveal how the classical heroic epic, pastoral elegy, the Anglo-Saxon heroic poem, the medieval romance and ballad, Shakespearean tragedy and metaphysical poem all were utilized by later poets and prose writers, a process in the course culminating with the late 20th century poet Stevie Smith’s utilization of Coleridge’s “Kubla Khan.”

Texts:  Greenblatt, Stephen, ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Major Authors. 8th ed.  New York: Norton, 2006, a novel to be added later, plus handouts downloaded from Course Den.

Requirements:  Active participation in class; four tests, including a mid-term and final (all writing-based); plus an out of class analytical research paper (five pages) employing the MLA format.
Departmental Learning Objectives:
· Students will develop the ability to recognize and identify significant achievements in British literature.

· Students will understand the relevant social, historical, and aesthetic contexts of these literary works.

· Students will appreciate the implications of theoretical and critical approaches to such literature.

· Students will develop enhanced cultural awareness and analytical skills.

· Students will demonstrate their command of academic English and of the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical prose.

For more information on how this course meets program goals and requirements for the Department of English, see http://www.westga.edu/%7eengdept/fr/CourseGuid/2120.htm
Paper Format:
 
Turn in a typed hard copy of all papers required for this course. I do not accept work electronically. Use double-spacing, 12 point typeface, Times-Roman font, and one-inch margins on all sides. Number all pages (except the first one) at the top right and staple pages together on the top left. Always cite your sources according to MLA guidelines and keep a back-up copy of your papers.

 Plagiarism, Academic Dishonesty, and Excessive Collaboration:


The Department of English and Philosophy defines plagiarism as taking personal credit for the words and ideas of others as they are presented in electronic, print, and verbal sources. The Department expects that students will accurately credit sources in all assignments. An equally dishonest practice is fabricating sources or facts; it is another form of misrepresenting the truth. Plagiarism is grounds for failing the course. For further information see: http://www.westga.edu/~engdept/Plagiarism/index.html or The Faculty Handbook, sections 207 and 208.0401:  http://www.westga.edu/~vpaa/handrev/  or the Student Uncatalogue “Rights and Responsibilities,” Appendix J:  http://www.westga.edu/~handbook/index.php
Attendance:   

Failure to attend class regularly will affect your class performance with respect to both oral and written work. Any student who accumulates more than three absences normally eliminates the likelihood of passing this class, as set forth in the university guidelines.

Tardiness:


Be on time for class. If you have circumstances that may make you slightly late at times, please speak to me about your situation.  A significant tardiness will count as an absence.
Disruptive Behavior Policy


Students may be dismissed from any class meeting at which they exhibit behavior that disrupts the learning environment of others. Such behavior includes--but is not limited to--arriving late for class, allowing cell phones to ring, speaking disrespectfully to the instructor and/or other students, checking e-mail or surfing the web, and using personal audio or visual devices. Each dismissal of this kind will count as an absence and will be applied toward the attendance policy above. Additionally, no personal electronic device may be located in your hand, upon your person, or on your desktop at any time during the class--unless previously approved. Keep them under your seat. (Department Policy)         

Special Needs:


Students with special needs, particularly (but not limited to) needs defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act, should inform me about their circumstances so these needs can be accommodated.

Numerical Grade Equivalents:

A=95

A/B=89

B=85

B/C=79

C=75

C/D=69

D=65

D/F=59

F=55       
 

Calculation of Grades:

· Test 1 and  Test 3  both containing

             strong writing components       
       15% each       = 30%

· Mid Term and Final Exam as above         20% each       = 40%    

· Out of Class Response/Research papers                          = 25%

· Class Participation                                                            =  5%
                                                 Final Grade                                  100%

Grading Criteria for all Assignments 2000-Level and Above--Departmental Standards
Note: A passing grade on any assignment first assumes competence in the mechanics of standard written English.  
C    
To earn a “C,” a student must

· Respond to the constraints of the assignment.

· Focus on the topic.

· Provide a clear thesis.
· Maintain a tone appropriate for a scholarly audience.
· Order essay logically, from sentence to sentence, paragraph to paragraph, idea to idea.

· Provide sufficient evidence and detail throughout the essay.

· Have sufficient control of standard written English and MLA guidelines such that errors, including any in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and formatting, if present, do not cause serious confusion and/or distraction.

· Provide adequate, reliable, and relevant secondary documentation, where applicable.
· Demonstrate an understanding of context and purpose in relating secondary sources to paper’s claims/ideas.
· Exhibit nearly error-free incorporation of documentation into the body of the essay.
B
To earn a “B,” a student must meet the minimum requirements for a “C” essay plus

· Provide a well-framed and insightful thesis.
· Recognize complexities and show evidence of serious consideration of the topic.
· Support most points with appropriate, well-analyzed examples and intelligent arguments.
· Show logical development and organization throughout.
· Offer writing that is relatively free of grammatical and technical errors.
· Provide substantive and relevant documentation, where applicable, in support of most claims/ideas.
· Demonstrate a thorough understanding of context and purpose in relating secondary sources to paper’s claims/ideas where applicable.
· Exhibit error-free and varied incorporation of documentation into the body of the essay.
A    
To earn an “A,” a student must meet the minimum requirements for a “B” essay 
plus:
· Provide a sophisticated thesis that demonstrates independent thinking.
· Support all claims/ideas with appropriate, fully analyzed examples and compelling, insightful arguments.
· Show persuasive logical development and organization throughout.
· Maintain a distinctive voice and consistent viewpoint that incorporates interesting and varied style. 
· Provide secondary sources, where applicable, that demonstrate independent research in the field. 
· Enter into meaningful dialogue with secondary sources, such that the student is not just proving someone else’s point but developing original ideas in relation to research material.   
D
A “D” grade results from

· Failing to respond clearly to the assignment, or 
· A lack of qualities listed under the minimum requirements for a “C,” or 
· Insufficient control of standard written English, resulting in substantial errors that cause confusion or incoherence. 

F          An “F” grade results from
· Two or more of the faults listed in “D” above. 
Final Exam:

Tuesday, May 3:  11 am--1 pm regular classroom 

View the Calendar of Course Schedule for Assignments on the Next Page
Spring 2011
Course Calendar

English 2120, Section 04
	Week
	Assignments

	Week One
	

	Th     1/16    
	Intro. to course, texts, syllabus, etc.

	Week Two
	

	Tu     1/11
	University closed--inclement weather.

	Th     1/13    
	University closed until Jan 18th.  Discuss Beowulf, ,426-35;41-48;77-90 (l. 3007)--97. 

	Week Three
	

	Tu     1/18
	 Finish Beowulf; Intro. to Chaucer, 165-70; selections from "General Prologue," 170-90; TBA. Last day for drop/add extended to Jan. 19th.

	Th     1/20
	"Wife of Bath's Prologue," 207-26. Last day for fee payment is extended until 5 pm Jan. 20th.

	Week Four
	

	Tu     1/25
	"Wife of Bath's Tale," 226-34.

	Th     1/27
	"The Neoclassical Period," 866-70; Pope: "The Rape of the Lock," 1136-46.

	Week Five
	

	Tu     2/1
	"The Rape of the Lock," 1146-55.

	Th     2/3
	Thomas Gray: "Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard," "Ode on the Death of a Favorite Cat," 1380-85; Goldsmith: "The Deserted Village" (On Course Den: selections).

	Week Six
	

	Tu     2/8 
	Test #1.

	Th     2/10
	Burns, Blake, and Barbauld  (TBA).

	Week Seven
	

	Tu     2/15
	William Wordsworth Intro.; "We Are Seven," "Lines in Early Spring," "Lucy Gray" and "Lucy" poems.

	Th     2/17
	Wordsworth: "Lines...Tintern Abbey," selected sonnets.

	Week Eight
	

	Tu     2/22
	Coleridge: "Rime of the Ancient Mariner" and "Kubla Khan."

	Th     2/24
	Mid-Term Exam.

	Week Nine
	

	Tu     3/1
	Complete Coleridge, intro to Keats, "Ode to a Nightingale."March 2: last day to withdraw with grade of "W."

	Th     3/3
	Keats: other odes, John Clare (TBA). Spring Break March 7-11 (no class).

	Week Ten
	

	Tu     3/15
	Tennyson, early poems (TBA)

	Th     3/17
	Tennyson, selections from In Memoriam.

	Week Eleven
	

	Tu     3/22
	Browning and Arnold.

	Th     3/24
	Test #3.

	Week Twelve
	

	Tu     3/29
	Intro to Hardy, short stories.

	Th     3/31
	Far From the Madding Crowd

	Week Thirteen
	

	Tu     4/5 
	Far From the Madding Crowd (in conjunction with film).

	Tu     4/7
	FFMC

	Week Fourteen
	

	Tu     4/12
	FFMC

	Th     4/14
	FFMC

	Week Fifteen
	

	Tu     4/19
	Finish FFMC, start Hardy poems. 

	Th     4/21 
	Complete Hardy poems; Smith: "Person from Porlock."

	Week Sixteen
	

	Tu     4/26
	Last class day; catch-up if necessary; research paper due--no extensions.

	Tu     4/28
	Reading Day

	Final Exam
	Tuesday, May 3:  11 am--1 pm regular classroom 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


