English 4188/5188:  Individual Authors--Thomas Hardy
Spring 2011

English 4188, Section 01W




Classroom:  Humanities  209
English 5188, Section 01




Time:  TR 3:30 pm--4:45 pm

Catalogue Name:  Individual Authors--Thomas Hardy

Dr. Fran E. Chalfant
Office:  TELC 2223





Office Phone:  678-839-5452


 






E-mail:  fchalfan@westga.edu
Office Hours:  11:30--2 pm MW and 12:15--2:30 pm

 and by appointment.
Required Texts and Other Readings/Materials:

Far From the Madding Crowd, The Return of the Native, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Tess of the d'Urbervilles, Jude the Obscure, plus several short stories and selections from Chosen Poems by Thomas Hardy.  
Course Description:


 Thomas Hardy was born in 1840, twenty-one years before the start of the American Civil War. By the time he died in 1928, he regularly listened to the radio. World War II started eleven years later.


That it is no surprise that Hardy’s literary output reflects the many changes confronting English society in the years depicted by his novels (1805-95) and poems (time immemorial to 1924). Today Hardy is still one of the leading subjects for scholarly publication, paralleling recent interest in feminism, gender studies and lesser-known works. 


This course will primarily focus on five major Hardy novels, plus several short stories and a number of poems. As early as 1912, Hardy’s work enjoyed the attention of filmmakers, and a significant portion of the time allotted to each novel will be devoted to parallel cinematic or televised adaptation, including one of Catherine Zeta-Jones’ first film roles. Where appropriate, audio-visual information on Hardy’s life and milieu will be included, and it is hoped that students will enhance their study of Hardy’s poetry by volunteering to read aloud when appropriate.

Prerequisites:  Completion of Engl 1101 and Engl 1102 (grade of "C" or better)

Course Goals: 


· Students will become familiar with the career of a major figure in literature. 

· Students will understand how that writer's work both embodies the literary tradition that precedes it and influences the literature that follows it. 

· Students will appreciate the ways in which a writer's career and reputation are influenced by social, political, historical, and cultural forces. 

·  Students will gain an enhanced knowledge of how criticism shapes literary history. 

· Students will demonstrate in both oral and written work a discipline-specific critical facility through convincing and well-supported analysis of related material. 

· Students will demonstrate their command of academic English and the tenets of sound composition by means of thesis-driven analytical prose. 

· Students will learn to use discipline-specific computer technologies related to the study of language such as listservs, word processing, and internet research. 

Program Goals 

· This course fulfills one of the departmental requirements for the completion of the English major. 

· Students will develop the analytical, oral and written skills to pursue graduate study or careers in teaching, writing, business and a variety of other fields. 

· Students will be able to define and pursue independent research agendas. 

· This course contributes to the program goal of equipping students with a foundation in literary history and the issues surrounding literary study in contemporary culture. 

· This course broadens students' desire and ability to take pleasure in their encounter with literature. 
Class Policies

Documentation Style

Use the MLA style for documenting sources is required for all out-of-class essays.

Assessments and Assignments--Tests listed on Course Calendar


All tests will be question and answer, with responses ranging from one sentence to full page essays.

 
Class participation and quizzes


10%


Test #1






15%


Mid-term (Test #2), to include response


paper submitted on test day



20%


Test #3






15%


Research Paper




20%


Final Exam




          _20% 


Total





          100%


   
Grading Criteria for all Assignments 2000-Level and Above
Note: A passing grade on any assignment first assumes competence in the mechanics of standard written English.  
C    
To earn a “C,” a student must

· Respond to the constraints of the assignment.

· Focus on the topic.

· Provide a clear thesis.
· Maintain a tone appropriate for a scholarly audience.
· Order essay logically, from sentence to sentence, paragraph to paragraph, idea to idea.

· Provide sufficient evidence and detail throughout the essay.

· Have sufficient control of standard written English and MLA guidelines such that errors, including any in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and formatting, if present, do not cause serious confusion and/or distraction.

· Provide adequate, reliable, and relevant secondary documentation, where applicable.
· Demonstrate an understanding of context and purpose in relating secondary sources to paper’s claims/ideas.
· Exhibit nearly error-free incorporation of documentation into the body of the essay.
B
To earn a “B,” a student must meet the minimum requirements for a “C” essay plus

· Provide a well-framed and insightful thesis.
· Recognize complexities and show evidence of serious consideration of the topic.
· Support most points with appropriate, well-analyzed examples and intelligent arguments.
· Show logical development and organization throughout.
· Offer writing that is relatively free of grammatical and technical errors.
· Provide substantive and relevant documentation, where applicable, in support of most claims/ideas.
· Demonstrate a thorough understanding of context and purpose in relating secondary sources to paper’s claims/ideas where applicable.
· Exhibit error-free and varied incorporation of documentation into the body of the essay.
A    
To earn an “A,” a student must meet the minimum requirements for a “B” essay plus:
· Provide a sophisticated thesis that demonstrates independent thinking.
· Support all claims/ideas with appropriate, fully analyzed examples and compelling, insightful arguments.
· Show persuasive logical development and organization throughout.
· Maintain a distinctive voice and consistent viewpoint that incorporates interesting and varied style. 
· Provide secondary sources, where applicable, that demonstrate independent research in the field. 
· Enter into meaningful dialogue with secondary sources, such that the student is not just proving someone else’s point but developing original ideas in relation to research material.   
D
A “D” grade results from

· Failing to respond clearly to the assignment, or 
· A lack of qualities listed under the minimum requirements for a “C,” or 
· Insufficient control of standard written English, resulting in substantial errors that cause confusion or incoherence. 

F          An “F” grade results from
· Two or more of the faults listed in “D” above. 
Departmental Plagiarism Policy:

The Department of English and Philosophy defines plagiarism as taking personal credit for the words and ideas of others as they are presented in electronic, print, and verbal sources.  The Department expects that students will accurately credit sources in all assignments. An equally dishonest practice is fabricating sources or facts; it is another form of misrepresenting the truth.  Plagiarism is grounds for failing the course. For further information see:  http://www.westga.edu/~engdept/Plagiarism/index.html  or The Faculty Handbook, sections 207 and 208.0401:  http://www.westga.edu/~vpaa/handrev/ or the Student Uncatalogue “Rights and Responsibilities,” Appendix J:  http://www.westga.edu/~handbook/index.php
Schedule of Assigned Readings and Activities:

	Week
	Assignments

	Week One
	

	Th      1/6
	Intro to course, Far From the Madding Crowd, and poems. 

	Week Two
	

	Tu      1/11
	Classes cancelled due to inclement weather.

	Th      1 /13
	Classes cancelled until 1/18.

	Week Three
	

	Tu      1/18
	FFMC; Last day for drop/add extended to Jan. 19th.

	Th      1/20
	FFMC; last day for fee payment extended to 5 pm Jan. 20th.

	Week Four
	

	Tu      1/25
	FFMC

	Th      1/27  
	FFMC

	Week Five
	

	Tu      2/1
	The Return of the Native

	Th      2/3
	RN

	Week Six
	

	Tu      2/8
	Test #1, continue with RN

	Th      2/10
	RN

	Week Seven
	

	Tu      2/15
	RN

	Th      2/ 17
	RN

	Week Eight
	

	Tu      2/22
	Complete RN, start The Mayor of Casterbridge

	Th      2/24
	MC

	Week Nine
	

	Tu      3/1
	Mid-term exam; March 2: last day to withdraw with grade of "W"

	Th      3/3
	MC;  Spring Break March 7-11 (no classes)

	Week Ten
	

	Tu      3/15
	MC

	Th      3/17
	MC

	Week Eleven 
	

	Tu      3/22
	MC

	Th      3/24
	MC

	Week Twelve
	

	Tu      3/29
	Test #3; begin Tess of the d'Urbervilles; Honors Convocation March 30

	Th      3/31
	Tess

	Week Thirteen
	

	Tu      4 /5
	Tess

	Th        4/7
	Tess

	Week Fourteen
	

	Tu      4/12
	Finish Tess; begin Jude the Obscure 

	Th      4/14
	Jude

	Week Fifteen
	

	Tu      4/19
	Jude

	Th      4/21
	Jude.

	Week Sixteen
	

	Tu     4/26
	Jude; Last Class Day

	Th     4 /28
	Reading Day

	Final Exam
	

	Th     5/5
	2 pm--4 pm in regular classroom 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


