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DEWEESE
GEOG 1112: WEATHER AND CLIMATE
COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to weather and climate including influences on the biosphere (ecosystems and biomes). This course looks at local, regional, and global geographic relationships among atmospheric and biospheric systems, including an introduction to climate change. Lectures focus on the physical processes that interact to create the diversity of landscapes found on earth.  The interlocking systems of climate, vegetation, and landforms are examined in turn.  Topics include the elements and controls of climate, the general atmospheric circulation, precipitation and storms, the hydrological cycle, global climatic patterns, climate change, and world patterns of vegetation.  

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Georgina DeWeese, Callaway Annex 250, 678-839-4065. gdeweese@westga.edu or georgina.deweese@gmail.com. Office hours: 1100am-1200pm W or by appointment.
LECTURES: TTh 1100 – 1215pm.  Callaway 145. Attendance is required. 

TEXTBOOKS: None.

WEBSITE: www.westga.edu/~gdeweese

Exams are not cumulative and are NOT scantron. No makeup exams will be given for any reason.
A = 100–89.50%




Exam 1 (Sept 27): 100 pts 

B = 89.49–79.50%




Exam 2 (Oct 20): 100 pts

C = 79.49–69.50%




Exam 3 (Dec 6): 100 pts
D = 69.49–59.51%




Attendance : 50 pts
F = anything below 59.51%



Total: 350 pts
OTHER STUFF: (1) No extra-credit: Students will not be permitted to do extra work or resubmit work to improve their course grade either during or after completion of the course.  

(2) Disability Statement:  If you require course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability, or if you have emergency information to share, please contact the  Office of Disability Services.  It is the student’s responsibility to alert the instructor and teaching assistants of documented special needs.

(3) Cheating: If you are caught cheating on an exam, you will receive a 0 for that exam. Cheating includes copying or turning in someone else’s work and will also result in a 0 for that assignment.
(4) Review and Bonus Quiz: On the class meeting before each exam, a review session and bonus quiz will be held. The review session will be an open question and answer session where students can ask me anything they did not understand from the posted study guide. After the review session, the students can use their completed study guides (and only their study guide) to take a 10 point bonus quiz. Any points earned from this quiz will be added to the following exam. You will not be allowed to share study guides for the quizzes. You will also not be allowed to use study guides on the exams.
(5) Movies: You will be tested on any movies shown during class time.

Beginning Tuesday, October 25th this will become a combination in-class/online course. Check the class schedule to find out which days attendance in class is required, and which days are strictly online. All power point lectures and current events will be posted on Course Den and my website. The Review session scheduled for December 1st will also be held online (instruction for this will come later). The 3rd bonus quiz that will take place after the review will be held online. The third exam, scheduled for December 6th, will be held in our regular classroom from 1100-100pm. The third exam will look exactly like the previous two, and will not be cumulative.
*** RECORDING OF THIS CLASS USING ANY DEVICE IS NOT ALLOWED***

SCHEDULE:


Tues, Aug 23


Introduction and Course Mechanics




Thurs, Aug 25


Introduction to Physical Geography




The Geographer’s Tools

Tues, Aug 30


Earth-Sun Geometry
Thurs, Sept 1


The Seasons
Tues, Sept 6


The Atmosphere
Thurs, Sept 8


The Global Energy System
Tues, Sept 13


Global Temperature Patterns





Thurs, Sept 15


No class
Tues, Sept 20


Global Temperature Patterns
Thurs, Sept 22


Global Temperature Patterns




Review

Tues, Sept 27


Exam 1
Thurs, Sept 29


Atmospheric Pressure, Wind, and Global Circulation
Tues, Oct 4


Atmospheric Moisture and Precipitation
Thurs, Oct 6


Atmospheric Moisture and Precipitation
Tues, Oct 11


Lifting Mechanisms, Air Masses, & Fronts
Thurs, Oct 13


Lifting Mechanisms, Air Masses, & Fronts
Tues, Oct 18


Violent Weather




Review

Thurs, Oct 20


Exam 2
Tues, Oct 25


Movie - in class
Thurs, Oct 27


Violent Weather - online
Tues, Nov 1


Climate Classification - online
Thurs, Nov 3


Climate Classification - online
Tues, Nov 8


Climate Classification - online
Thurs, Nov 10


Movie - in class
Tues, Nov 15


Climate Change - online
Thurs, Nov 17


Movie - in class
Tues, Nov 22


Thanksgiving

Thurs, Nov 24


Thanksgiving

Tues, Nov 29


Climate Change - online


Thurs, Dec 1


Climate Change - online
Review - online


Tues, Dec 6


Exam 3, 1100-100pm - in class


