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FALL 2009
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES


   



Geography 1112L: WEATHER AND CLIMATE LAB
COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to weather and climate including influences on the biosphere (ecosystems and biomes). This course looks at local, regional, and global geographic relationships among atmospheric and biospheric systems, including an introduction to climate change. Lectures focus on the physical processes that interact to create the diversity of landscapes found on earth.  The interlocking systems of climate, vegetation, and landforms are examined in turn.  Topics include the elements and controls of climate, the general atmospheric circulation, precipitation and storms, the hydrological cycle, global climatic patterns, climate change, and world patterns of vegetation.  

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Georgina DeWeese. Callaway Annex Room 250, 678-839-4065. gdeweese@westga.edu. Office hours: 1100-noon MW, or by appointment.

TEACHING ASSISTANT: Mr. Nelson Spratt. nspratt1@my.westga.edu.
WEBSITE: www.westga.edu/~gdeweese
LECTURES: Wednesday 100-250 pm.  Callaway 207. Attendance is required. 
TEXTBOOKS: John H. Corbet   Physical Geography Manual, 6th edition  
Note on Reading Assignments: Readings should be done before attending lecture. Listen for additional reading assignments that will be given during lecture.  Finally, pay close attention to the maps, figures, and photographs in the book (which are generally of very high quality), and to their captions.  Use them to test yourself on your understanding of the course material.
Quizes: A quiz will take place before each lab on the reading material associated with that day’s lab. Quizes are worth 10 pts each.
The 1st and 2nd exams will be given in class on October 7th and December 2nd.  No makeup exams will be given for any reason.

A = 100–89.50%




Exam 1: 50 pts 

B = 89.49–79.50%




Exam 2: 50 pts

C = 79.49–69.50%




Lab Exercises: 300 pts
D = 69.49–59.51%




Quizes: 110 pts
F = anything below 59.51%



Total: 510 pts





Lab Exercises are worth 20pts each. You may work in small groups, HOWEVER each student must turn in an individual and unique lab exercise.
The Final exam will be held Wednesday, December 2nd during regular class time.   If you miss the final exam for any reason, it is your responsibility to contact the professor by 3 p.m. that day.  Final exam makeups will only be given for medical absences (and you must have proof it was a medical emergency…no sore throats) or for other absences specifically and individually approved by the instructor.  
OTHER STUFF: (1) No extra-credit: Students will not be permitted to do extra work or resubmit work to improve their course grade either during or after completion of the course.  
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(2) Disability Statement:  If you require course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability, or if you have emergency information to share, please contact the Office of Disability Services.  It is the student’s responsibility to alert the instructor and teaching assistants of documented special needs.

(3) Cheating: If you are caught cheating on an exam, you will receive a 0 for that exam. Cheating on lab exercises includes copying or turning in someone else’s work and will also result in a 0 for that assignment.
Schedule

Date



Wed, Aug 19

Introduction and Course Mechanics



Wed, Aug 26

Exercise A: Geographic Grid, Shape, and Size of the Earth
Wed, Sept 2

Exercise B: Earth Motions, Earth-Sun Relations as Viewed from Space



Exercise C: Earth-Sun Relations: Observations Made from the Earth
Wed, Sept 9

Exercise D: Time

Wed, Sept 16

Exercise E: The Atmosphere and the Solar Radiation Budget

Wed, Sept 23

Exercise F: Temperature and the Earth Heat Budget

Wed, Sept 30

Exercise G: Atmospheric Pressure, Winds, Ocean Currents, and El Nino

Wed, Oct 7

Exam 1
Wed, Oct 14

No class
Wed, Oct 21

Exercise H: Atmospheric Moisture, Clouds, and Precipitation Types 

Exercise I: Air Masses, Fronts, and Midlatitude Cyclones






Wed, Oct 28

Exercise J: Thunderstorms

Exercise K: Tornadoes
Wed, Nov 4

Exercise L: Hurricanes



Wed, Nov 11

Exercise M: Climate Classification 

Wed, Nov 18

Exercise N: The Tropical Rainy Climates (A) and The Dry Climates (B)
Exercise O: The Humid Mesothermal Climates (C), The Humid Microthermal 

(D), and the Polar Climates (E)






Wed, Nov 25
No class
Wed, Dec 2

Exam 2
