
ENGL 3200-02W
Intermediate Creative Writing (Poetry)

Tuesday-Thursday 11:00 a.m.-12:20 p.m.

Humanities 206 / Spring 2012
Dr. Gregory Fraser 
CONTACT INFORMATION

E-mail: gfraser@westga.edu

Phone: 678.839.4856

Office: TLC 2242

Hours: T/R 9:00-11:00, by appt., and via email

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This intermediate class focuses on the art of making poetry. We will study various poetic forms, learn the fundamentals of versification, work on experimental methods of generating verse, and refine our critical reading and commenting skills. Students will learn to situate their work in the contemporary poetic moment and engage with the larger poetry cultures in the Atlanta area.

COURSE GOALS

Students will devote an entire semester to one particular genre and become conversant with issues of technique in that genre. Students will understand the defining characteristics of the specific genre studied. Students will learn to offer and receive constructive criticism in a public forum. Students will balance creative endeavors with critical work that exhibits their growing knowledge of the chosen genre.

PROGRAM GOALS

This course fulfills one of the departmental requirements for the completion of the English major. This course fulfills one of the departmental requirements for the completion of the creative-writing minor. Students will develop analytical, oral, and written skills that will enhance their writing and speaking in other courses and within other social contexts. This course broadens students’ ability to take pleasure in their encounter with literature.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Writing Poetry: Creative and Critical Approaches (Davidson-Fraser); Pretty Little Rooms (Chaple); We Almost Disappear (Bottoms); Special Orders (Hirsch)
REQUIREMENTS
Regular readings, exercises, and homework assignments; periodic quizzes and exams; assessments of peer creative-writing submissions; one critical essay; a final portfolio of polished writing, including a critical preface.
DETERMINATION OF SEMESTER GRADE

  5%
Five memorization quizzes

  5% 
Five quizzes from Writing Poetry

10%
Identification tests (two exams on a total of 100 assigned contemporary poems)
15%
Peer reviews (300+ word commentaries on fellow student drafts)

15%
Three graded electronic journal submissions

15%
“Make a Case” essay (at least five pages in MLA format)

15%
Critical introduction to final portfolio (at least five pages in MLA format)

20%
Final portfolio (at least six polished, revised poems)

GRADE CHART

90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; Below 60 = F

PENALTIES FOR LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Turned in late on due date


= 
docked 3 points

Up to two days after due date


=
docked 5 points

More than two days after due date

=
docked 10 points

More than one week after due date

= 
docked 20 points

More than two weeks after due date

= 
no credit
I reserve the right to refrain from commenting on late assignments. 
WRITING JOURNAL

Each student must create an electronic journal in which to record assigned homework and calisthenics; favorite passages and improvisational riffs; drafts of poems; and so on. I will collect and grade journals three times during the term.

PEER REVIEWS

For peer reviews, I expect a two-pronged response, one that includes both local commentary (where you present your dialog with the text, the questions you ask, the problems you experience, the possibilities you see, all at a local level) and global commentary (where you discuss the work’s greatest strengths and challenges, and perhaps point to professional poetry that seems to “speak” to the work at hand; this is your chance to provide overarching criticism and to contextualize your local-level comments). For more on what a meaningful response entails, see chapter six of Writing Poetry. You will receive credit for doing the work and turning it in on time. Your score will simply be the number of reviews completed, divided by the total number possible. Peer reviews should be submitted with the final portfolio at the end of the term.
FORMAL WRITING PROJECTS

I will distribute more information on these projects as we approach them on the schedule. All projects should follow MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines.

COURSE ANTHOLOGY

After the semester, I will construct a course anthology comprised of your original writing. The anthology, paid for by course fees, is part of a larger effort to establish creative writing as a vibrant campus community. If you enjoy this class, you might consider the next step: a minor in creative writing. Established in 2004, the creative-writing minor continues to grow and is almost entirely responsible for the national success of our campus magazine, the Eclectic.

LITERARY EVENTS

Your course fees also help to fund UWG’s Reading Series, which brings regional and national authors to campus each semester for readings of poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction. Previous readers include Oprah Book Club author Wally Lamb, Pulitzer-prize winner Margaret Edson, PEN/Bernard Malamud Award winner Ann Beattie, Georgia poet laureate David Bottoms, Kingsley Tufts Award winner B. H. Fairchild, and many others. Please make a point to attend as many events as possible.

CLASS ATTENDANCE

Your regular participation in this class is vital to its success. Each student is allotted four absences without penalty. After that, the student’s final grade will be docked as follows:


Fifth absence: student’s final grade drops one letter (for example, from “B” to “C”)


Sixth absence: student’s final grade drops two letters



Seventh absence: student’s final grade drops three letters


Eighth absence: automatic failure of the course

Note: The English Department draws no distinction between excused and unexcused absences. Please come to class on time: three late arrivals equals one absence.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

At West Georgia, the student is expected to achieve and maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and excellence. Not only does academic honesty preserve the integrity of both the student and the institution, but it is also essential in gaining a true education. The West Georgia student, therefore, pledges not to lie, cheat, steal or engage in plagiarism in the pursuit of his or her studies and is encouraged to report those who do. Plagiarism (broadly defined as passing off someone else’s work as your own) constitutes grounds for failure of the assignment in question, possible failure of the course, and the potential for further reprimands by the university.

DISABILITIES SERVICES

The Americans for Disabilities Act requires that all programs at the university be accessible to people with disabilities. UWG has an office of Disability Services to help students and professors with ways to offset the various disability limitations presented by students in the classroom. The coordinators of the service are Licensed Professional Counselors located within the Student Development Center, which is in Parker Hall. The coordinators are available to work out with both professors and students a fair and feasible way for accommodations to be provided. Any student sanctioned by the office of Disability Services will have a Student Disability Report and a Disabled Student Handbook available to show the professor. The Student Disability Report is binding because it is based on documentation, which meets legal standards according to ADA Section 504 and Board of Regents criteria for accommodating students with disabilities.
CLASS SCHEDULE

Tues., Jan. 10

Course introduction
Thurs., Jan. 12

Richard Hugo’s Principles 
Tues., Jan. 17

Quiz: Introduction and Chapters 1 and 2 of Writing Poetry

Thurs., Jan. 19

Workshop

Tues., Jan. 24

Quiz: Chapters 3 and 4 of Writing Poetry

Thurs., Jan. 26

Workshop

Tues., Jan. 31

Quiz: Chapters 5 and 6 of Writing Poetry
Thurs., Feb. 02
Workshop

Tues., Feb. 07

Journal submission 1 due
Thurs., Feb. 09
Workshop

Tues., Feb. 14

Quiz: Chapters 8, 9, and 10 of Writing Poetry
Thurs., Feb. 16
Workshop
Tues., Feb. 21

Quiz: Chapters 11, 12, and 13 of Writing Poetry
Thurs., Feb. 23
Workshop

Tues., Feb. 28

Journal submission 2 due
Thurs., Mar. 01
Identification Test 1
Fri., Mar. 02

Last day to withdraw with grade of W.

Tues., Mar. 06

Memorization quiz 1
Thurs., Mar. 08
Workshop
Tues., Mar. 13

Memorization quiz 2
Thurs., Mar. 15
“Make a Case” essay due
Tues., Mar. 20

Spring break
Thurs., Mar. 22
Spring break 
Tues., Mar. 27

Workshop
Thurs., Mar. 29
Memorization quiz 3
Tues., Apr. 03

Memorization quiz 4
Thurs., Apr. 05
Workshop

Tue., Apr. 10

Journal submission 3 due
Thurs., Apr. 12
Workshop
Tues., Apr. 17

Memorization quiz 5

Thurs., Apr. 19
Identification Test 2 (last day of class)

Fri., Apr. 27

Portfolios due electronically before midnight on Friday
Mon., Apr. 30

Grades due to Registrar by noon
Subject to change at my discretion.
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