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INTRODUCTION 
 

Once again the Georgia Geological Society returns to one of the most complex and enigmatic 
regions of Georgia geology- the eastern boundary and southern boundary of the Paleozoic 
sedimentary rocks of northwest Georgia; where they are in a faulted relationship with igneous and 
metamorphic rocks of the Piedmont/Blue Ridge. 

This area was chosen in 1966 for the initial field trip of the newly formed (1961) Georgia 
Geological Society- to consider “The Cartersville Fault Problem” (Bentley, Robert D. and others, 
1966). 

In succeeding years, Georgia Geological Society fieldtrips focused either partly or wholly on this 
same area:  in 1970, 1977, 1982, 1989, 1996, 2004, and now in 2008.   

Even a casual review of the geologic maps and commentary provided as guides for these field 
trips shows emphatically that not all of us can be right all of the time.  Unfortunately (?) none of the 
“discussions” on the outcrop were recorded for posterity.  These were often intense; always 
entertaining, especially to the non-participants; and perhaps sometimes, even productive. 

Published literature on various aspects of this area is voluminous; and a list of “disagreements” 
would be longer than a list of “agreements”. 

Considering this history, perhaps you will be pleased to note that, presented here, for the 2008 
Georgia Geological Society 2008 Fieldtrip, is the most recent “final word” on the geology of this 
profoundly intriguing enigma. 

From several who have been there- and had to change an interpretation a time or two.  Until next 
time . . . 
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