
Urbanization
Introduction to Global Studies

XIDS 2301



Map 18 Urbanization







Global urban growth
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An increasing number of people in cities
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Global urbanization
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An increasing rate of urbanization
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Global Urbanization Since 1950
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Urbanization since 1950, by region
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Urbanization rate
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Megacities in 2003

Urban agglomeration
Population 
(mil l ions)

Tokyo, Japan 35.0
Mexico City, Mexico 18.7
New York, USA 18.3
Sao Paulo, Brazil 17.9
Mumbai, India 17.4
Delhi, India 14.1
Calcutta, India 13.8
Buenos Aires, Argentina 13.0
Shanghai, China 12.8
Jakarta, Indonesia 12.3Jakarta, Indonesia 12.3
Los Angeles, USA 12.0
Dhaka, Bangladesh 11.6
Osaka-Kobe, Japan 11.2
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 11.2
Karachi, Pakistan 11.1
Beij ing, China 10.8
Cairo, Egypt 10.8
Moscow, Russia 10.5
Manila, Phil ippines 10.4
Lagos, Nigeria 10.1





*The share of the world’s, 
MDC’s, and LDC’s urban 
populations concentrated 
in megacities is 

Distribution of urban population by city size

1975 2003
>10 mil l ion 4.3% 9.3%
5-10 mil l ion 8.6% 5.7%
1-5 mil l ion 22.0% 22.8%

500k-1 mil l ion 11.8% 10.4%
<500k 53.3% 51.7%

1975 2003
>10 mil l ion 6.0% 9.7%

World urban population

MDC urban population

in megacities is 
increasing, but . . . 

>10 mil l ion 6.0% 9.7%
5-10 mil l ion 8.8% 5.9%
1-5 mil l ion 20.9% 23.7%

500k-1 mil l ion 10.1% 8.6%
<500k 54.1% 52.1%

1975 2003
>10 mil l ion 2.7% 9.1%
5-10 mil l ion 8.5% 5.6%
1-5 mil l ion 22.9% 22.5%

500k-1 mil l ion 13.3% 11.1%
<500k 52.5% 51.6%

LDC urban population









“ Overurbanization”

What?  Why?



Squatting
Southeast Asia

South America



Informal Economy

South America

Africa

South America



Urbanization:
Local and Global Forces

Push or Pull?






