History 4485-03

Women and Religion in the PreModern World

TR  9:30- 10:45





Pafford 204
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Instructor:  Dr. Teresa Leslie

                                        Office:  TLC 3214

Office Hours:  Wednesday 10 - 1 and by appointment.  See me before or after class or contact me by email to arrange a meeting.

Email Address: tleslie@westga.edu

This is the most reliable and easiest way to contact me.  I check my email frequently and reply as soon as possible.

Course Description:


This course will cover a broad area in both geographical and chronological terms, from the earliest days of civilization in the Near East to medieval Europe.  Religion was an integral part of the lives of women throughout the ancient and medieval world.  In this course, we will look at women’s religious beliefs and practices, as well as religious teachings about women.  We will also be exploring the images of women in religious art and literature.  We will begin with a look at female deities and the role of women in the religions of the ancient Near East, Greece, and Rome.  The majority of the course will focus on women’s involvement in the development of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  Finally, we will study women and religion in medieval Europe, with an emphasis on women religious (that is, nuns).  

Learning Outcomes:  
Students who successfully complete this course will develop:

--  a basic knowledge of the role of women in the religions of the ancient Near East, Greece, and Rome and in the early development of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

-- a basic knowledge of the images of women presented in art, literature, and religious texts related to these religions.

-- an understanding of historiographical issues related to the study of women’s history and religious history

-- an understanding of how related disciplines, such as anthropology and literary criticism, enhance our understanding of history

-- an ability to analyze and evaluate primary and secondary sources related to women’s religious history

--  improved reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.

Texts:

Women and Christian Origins (paperback).  Ross Shepard Kraemer and Mary Rose D’Angelo, eds.  Oxford University Press, 1999.

Women and Gender in Islam:  Historical Roots of a Modern Debate (paperback).  Leila Ahmed.  Yale University Press, 1992.

Equal in Monastic Profession: Religious Women in Medieval France (paperback).  Penelope Johnson.   University of Chicago Press, 1994.

Additional readings will be made available online, on reserve at the library, or in class handouts.

Grading:
Class Participation/In-Class Quizzes                          20%

Reading Journal




20%

Two Exams:


Midterm




20%


Final





20%

 “Handbook of Women and Religion” Project           20%

Requirements:  
While I do not grade on attendance, I strongly recommend that you attend class regularly.  Your class participation grade will be based in part on your constructive contributions to class discussions and if you are not in class, of course, you cannot contribute to those discussions.  We will also have occasional short in-class quizzes based on assigned readings; these quizzes will be announced in advance and cannot be made up if you miss class.  I will drop the two lowest quiz grades.

We will have weekly reading assignments, including journal articles and textbook chapters.   You will make a one-to-two page journal entry for each assignment, responding to the reading.  I will assess and comment on your progress on this assignment by looking at your journals during the weeks of Feb. 5 and March 17.  The completed journal will be turned in on the last day of class.  Late journals will be penalized.  Further details about the reading journal will be posted on WebCT.  

The date of our midterm will be announced in class and posted on WebCT at least two weeks in advance.  Our final exam will be held on Thursday, May 8, from 8 until 10.   Both exams will cover material from class lectures and discussions as well as from assigned readings.

An explanation of the handbook project will be posted on the class site on WebCT early in the semester.  This project will involve research on an individual or group from the time period under study, the results of which will be presented in both written and oral form at the end of the semester.

