reating Anglo-America
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FOCES QUESTIONS

* How did the English empire in America expand in the mid-
sevenlteenth century?

How was slavery established In the Western Atlantic workd?

* What major social and political crises rocked the colonles in the
late seventeenth century?

* What were the directions of soclal and economic change in the
eighteenth-century colonles?

How did patierns of class and gender roles change in
eighteenth-century America?

-

In the last quarter of the seventeenth century, a series of crises rocked the
European colonies of North America. Social and political tensions boiled
over in sometimes ruthless conflicts between rich and poor, free and slave,
settler and Indian, and members of different religious groups. At the same
time, struggles within and between European empires echoed in the colo-
nies. Aggrieved groups seized upon the language of freedom to advance their
goals. Although each conflict had its own local causes, taken together they
added up to a general crisis of 85:5%022% in the area that would become
the United States.

The bloodiest and most bitter conflict occurred in southern New England,
where in 1675 an Indian alliance launched attacks on farms and settlements
that were encroaching on Indian lands, It was the most dramatic and violent
warfare in the region in the entire seventeenth century.

How did the English empire in America expand in the mid-seventeenth century?

New Englanders described the Wampanoag leader Metacom (known to
the colonists as King Philip) as the uprising’s mastermind, although in fact
most tribes fought under their own leaders. By this time, the white popula-
tion considerably outnumbered the Indians. But the fate of the New England
colonies hung in the balance for several months. By 1676, Indian forces had
attacked nearly half of New England’s ninety towns. Twelve in Massachusetts
were destroyed. As refugees fled eastward, the line of settlement was pushed
back almost to the Atlantic coast. Some 1,000 settlers, out of a population of
52,000, and 3,000 of New England’s 20,000 Indians, perished in the fighting.

In mid-1676, the tide of battle turned and a ferocious counterattack broke
the Indians’ power once and for all. Although the uprising united numerous
tribes, others remained loyal to the colonists. The role of the lroquois in pro-
viding essential military aid to the colonists helped to solidify their develop-
ing alliance with the government of New York. Together, colonial and Indian
forces inflicted devastating punishment on the rebels. Metacom was cap-
tured and executed, Indian villages destroyed, and captives, including men,
women, and children, killed or sold into slavery in the West Indies. Most of
the survivors fled to Canada or New York. Even the “praying Indians"—about
2,000 Indians who had converted to Christianity and lived in autonomous
communities under Puritan supervision—suffered. Removed from their
towns to Deer Island in Boston Harbor, supposedly for their own protection,
many perished from disease and lack of food. Both sides committed atrocities
in this merciless conflict, but in its aftermath the image of Indians as blood-
thirsty savages became firmly entrenched in the New England mind.

In the long run, King Philip’s war produced a broadening of freedom for
white New Englanders by expanding their access to land. But this freedom
rested on the final dispossession of the region’s Indians.

GLOBAL COMPETITION AND THE
EXPANSION OF ENGLAND'S EMPIRE

THE MERCANTILIST SYSTEM

s the New World became a battleground in European nations’ endless
contests for wealth and power, England moved to seize control of Atlan-
tic trade, solidify its hold on North America's eastern coast, and exert
greater control over its empire. By the middle of the seventeenth century,
it was apparent that the colonies could be an important source of wealth
for the mother country. According to the prevailing theory known as
“mercantilism,” the government should regulate economic activity so as to
promote national power. It should encourage manufacturing and commerce by
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GLOBAL COMPETITION AND THE
EXPANSION OF ENGLAND'S EMPIRE

o2 00 3: CREATING ANGLO-LWENIEH

How did the English empire in America expand in the mid-seventeenth century? 23

status of “freeman,” obtained by birth in the city or by an act of local authori-
ties, enjoyed special privileges compared to others, including the rightto work
in various trades. But the English, in a reversal of Dutch practice, expelled free
blacks from many skilled jobs.

Others benefited enormously from English rule. The duke of York and his
appointed governors continued the Dutch practice of awarding immense land
grants to favorites, including 160,000 acres to Robert Livingston and 90,000
to Frederick Philipse. By 1700, nearly 2 million acres of land were owned by
only five New York families who intermarried regularly, exerted considerable
political influence, and formed one of colonial America’s most tightly knit
landed elites.

NEW YORK AND THE INDIANS

Initially, English rule also strengthened the position of the [roquois Confed-
eracy of upstate New York. After a complex series of negotiations in the mid-
16708, Sir Edmund Andros, who had been appointed governor of New York
after fighting the French in the Caribbean, formed an alliance known as the
Covenant Chain, in which the imperial ambitions of the English and Indians
reinforced one another. The Five (later Six) [roquois Nations assisted Andros
in clearing parts of New York of rival tribes and helped the British in attacks
on the French and their Indian alljes, Andros, for his part, recognized the Iro-
quois claim to authority over Indian communities in the vast area stretching
to the Ohio River. But beginning in the 1680s, Indians around the Great Lakes
and Ohio Valley regrouped and with French aid attacked the Iroquois, push-
ing them to the east. By the end of the century, the Iroquois Nations adopted
a policy of careful neutrality, seeking to play the European empires off one
another while continuing to profit from the fur trade.

THE CHARTER OF LIBERTIES

Many colonists, meanwhile, began to complain that.they were being denied
the “liberties of Englishmen,” especially the right to consent to taxation.
There had been no Tepresentative assembly under the Dutch, and the gov-
ernors appointed by the duke of York at first ruled without one. Discontent
was especially strong on Long Island, which had been largely settled by New
Englanders used to self-government.

In 1683, the duke agreed to call an eledted assembly, whose first act was to
drafta Charter of Liberties and Privi leges. The Charter required that elections
be held every three years among male property owners and the freemen of
New York City; it also reaffirmed traditional English rights such as trial by
jury and security of property, as well as religious toleration for all Protestants,
In part, the Charter reflected an effort by newer English colonists to assert
dominance over older Dutch settlers by establishing the principle that the

“liberties” to which New Yorkers were entitled were those enjoyed by English-
men at home.

THE FOUNDING OF CAROLINA

For more than three decades after the establishment of Maryland in 1634,
no new English settlement was planted in North America. Then, in 1663, Charles
1I awarded to eight proprietors the right to establish a colony to the north of
Florida, as a barrier to Spanish expansion. Not until 1670 did the first settlers
arrive to found Carolina. In its early years, Carolina was the ..no_o.a of acolony”
It began as an offshoot of the tiny island of mmnvmmow. In the mid-seventeenth
century, Barbados was the Caribbean’s richest plantation mn.ouaow:% but m. short-
age of available land led wealthy planters to seek opportunities - Carolina for
their sons. At first, Carolinians armed friendly Indians, employing them on
raids into Spanish Florida, and enslaved others, shipping them to other main-
land colonies and the West Indies. Indeed, between 1670 and 1720, the number
of Indian slaves exported from Charleston was larger than the number of
African slaves imported. In 1715, the Yamasee and Creek, alarmed by the enor-
mous debts they had incurred in trade with the settlers and by slave traders’ g,mm
into their territory, rebelled. The uprising was crushed, and Bo,& of :ﬁ. remain-
ing Indians were enslaved or driven out of the colony into Spanish Florida, from
where they occasionally launched raids against English settlements. . ‘

The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina, issued by the ?.ov:mSwm,E
1669, proposed to establish a feudal society with a hereditary ucE:Q. (with
strange titles like landgraves and caciques), serfs, and m.r:&m. Needing to
attract settlers quickly, however, the proprietors also provided .».Oa an aﬁn.:&
assembly and religious toleration—by now recognized as mmmm::m._ to enticing
migrants to North America. They also instituted a generous headright m«wﬂma.
offering 150 acres for each member of an arriving family (in the case of inden-
tured servants, of course, the land went to the employer) and 100 acres to male
servants who completed their terms. .

None of the baronies envisioned in the Fundamental Constitutions was
actually established. Slavery, not feudalism, made Carolina an extremely J_mﬁ
archical society. The proprietors instituted a rigorous legal code that promised
slaveowners “absolute power and authority” over their human property and
included imported slaves in the headright system. This allowed any persons
who settled in Carolina and brought with them slaves, including planters
from Barbados who resettled in the colony, instantly to acquire large new
landholdings. In its early days, however, the economy n.mimqma on cattle Tais:
ing and trade with local Indians, not agriculture. Carolina grew slowly cw:_
planters discovered the staple—rice—that would make .:55 the ém&:?mm”
elite in English North America and their colony an epicenter of mainland
slavery.
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GLOBAL COMPETITION AND THE
EXPANSION OF ENGLANIYS EMPIRE

A Quaker Meeting, a painting by an unidentified British artist, dating from the late

eighteenth or early nineteenth century. It illustrates the prominent place of women in Quaker
gatherings.

the same time, the Quakers upheld a strict code of personal morality. Penn’s
Frame of Government prohibited swearing, drunkenness, and adultery, as
well as popular entertainments of the era such as “revels, bull-baiting, and
cock-fighting.” Private religious belief may not have been enforced by the gov-
ernment, but moral public behavior certainly was. Not religious uniformity
but a virtuous citizenry would be the foundation of Penn’s social order.

LAND IN PENNSYLVANIA

Given the power to determine the colony’s form of government, Penn estab.
lished an appointed council to originate legislation and an assembly elected by
male taxpayers and “freemen” (owners qf 100 acres of iand for free immigrants
and so acres for former indentured serdants). These rules made a majority of
the male population eligible to vote. Penn owned all the colony’s land and sold
itto settlers at low prices rather than granting it outright. Like other propri-
etors, he expected to turn a profit, and like most of them, he never really did.
But if Penn did not prosper, Pennsylvania did. A majority of the early settlers
were Quakers from the British Isles. But Pennsylvania’s religious toleration,

i i 3y

How did the English empire in America expand in the mid-seventeenth century?
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healthy climate, and inexpensive land, along with Penn’s aggressive efforts
to publicize the colony’s advantages, soon attracted immigrants from all over
western Europe.

Ironically, the freedoms Pennsylvania offered to European immigrants
contributed to the deterioration of freedom for others. The colony’s successful
efforts to attract settlers would eventually come into conflict with Penn's
benevolent Indian policy. And the opening of Pennsylvania led to an immed;-
ate decline in the number of indentured servants choosing to sail for Virginia
and Maryland, a development that did much to shift those colonies toward
reliance on slave labor.

ORIGINS OF AMERICAN SLAVERY

No European nation, including England, embarked on the colonization of the
New World with the intention of relying on African slaves for the bulk of its
labor force. But the incessant demand for workers spurred by the spread of
tobacco cultivation eventually led Chesapeake planters to turn to the trans-
atlantic trade in slaves. Compared with indentured servants, slaves offered
planters many advantages. As Africans, they could not claim the protections
of English common law. Slaves' terms of service never expired, and they there-
fore did not become a population of unruly landless men. Their children were
slaves, and their skin color made it more difficult for them to escape into the
surrounding society. African men, moreover, unlike their Native American
counterparts, were accustomed to intensive agricultural labor, and they had
encountered many diseases known in Europe and developed resistance to
them, so were less likely to succumb to epidemics.

ENGLISHMEN AND AFRICANS

The English had long viewed alien peoples with disdain, including the lrigh,
Native Americans, and Africans. They described these strangers in remark-
ably similar language as savage, pagan, and uncivilized, often comparing
them to animals. “Race”—the idea that humanity is divided into well-defined
groups associated with skin color—is a modern concept that had not fully
developed in the seventeenth century. Nor had “racism”—an ideology based
on the belief that some races are inherently superior to others and entitled to
rule over them. The main lines of division within humanity were thought to
be civilization versus barbarism or Christianity versus heathenism, not color
or 1ace.

Nonetheless, anti-black stereotypes flourished in seventeenth-century
England. Africans were seen as so alien—in color, religion, and social
practices—that they were “enslavable” in a way that poor Englishmen were
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(4. J: CREATING ANGLO-INERICA

ORIGINS OF AMERICAN SLAVERY

Cutting Sugar Cane an engraving from Ten Views in Antigua, published in 1823. Male

and female slaves harvest and load the sugar crop while an overseer on horseback addresses
a slave. During the eighteenth century, sugar was the chief crop produced by Western Hemi-
sphere slaves,

important social distinction in the seventeenth-century Chesapeake was not
between black and white but between the white plantation owners who domi-
nated politics and society and everybody else—small farmers, indentured
servants, and slaves.

SLAVERY AND THE LAW

Centuries before the voyages of Columbus, Spain had enacted Las Siete
FPartidas, a series of laws granting slaves certain rights relating to marriage,
the holding of property, and access tp freedom. These laws were transferred
to Spain’s American empire. They wdre often violated, but nonetheless gave
slaves opportunities to claim rights under the law. Moreover, the Catholic
Church often encouraged masters to free individual slaves. The law of slavery
in English North America would become far more repressive than in the
Spanish empire, especially on the allimportant question of whether avenues
existed by which slaves could obtain freedom.

How was slavery established in the Western Atlantic world?
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For much of the seventeenth century, however, the legal status of Chesa-
peake blacks remained ambiguous and the line between slavery and freedom
more permeable than it would later become. The first Africans, twenty in
all, arrived in Virginia in 1619. British pirates sailing under the Dutch flag
had seized them from a Portuguese ship carrying slaves from Angola, on the
southwestern coast of Africa, to modern-day Mexico. Small numbers followed
in subsequent years. Although the first black arrivals were almost certainly
treated as slaves, it appears that at least some managed to become free after
serving a term of years. To be sure, racial distinctions were enacted into law
from the outset. As early as the 1620s, the law barred blacks from serving in
the Virginia militia. The government punished sexual relations outside of
marriage between Africans and Europeans more severely than the same acts
involving two white persons. In 1643, a poll tax (a tax levied on individuals)
was imposed on African but not white women. In both Virginia and Mary-
land, however, free blacks could sue and testify in court, and some even
managed to acquire land and purchase white servants or African slaves. It is
not known exactly how Anthony Johnson, who apparently arrived in Virginia
as a slave during the 1620s, obtained his freedom. But by the 1640s, he was
the owner of slaves and of several hundred acres of land on Virginia's eastern
shore. Blacks and whites labored side by side in the tobacco fields, sometimes
ran away together, and established intimate relationships.

THE RISE OF CHESAPEAKE SLAVERY

Evidence of blacks being held as slaves for life appears in the historical record
of the 1640s. In registers of property, for example, white servants are listed by
the number of years of labor, while blacks, with higher valuations, have no
terms of service associated with their names. Not until the 16605, however,
did the laws of Virginia and Maryland refer explicitly to slavery. As tobacco
planting spread and the demand for labor increased, the condition of black and
white servants diverged sharply. Authorities sought to improve the status of
white servants, hoping to counteract the widespread impression in England
that Virginia was a death trap. At the same time, access to freedom for blacks
receded.

A Virginia law of 1662 provided that in the case of a child one of whose
parents was free and one slave, the status of the offspring followed that of the
mother. (This provision not only reversed the European practice of defining
a child’s status through the father but also made the sexual abuse of slave
women profitable for slaveholders, since any children that resulted remained
the owner’s property) In 1667, the Virginia House of Burgesses decreed that
religious conversion did not release a slave from bondage. Thus, Christians
could own other Christians as slaves. Moreover, authorities sought to prevent
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ORIGINS OF AMERICAN SLAVERY

in England reduced the number of transatlantic migrants, and the opening
of Pennsylvania, where land was readily available, attracted those who still
chose to leave for America. Finally, the ending of a monopoly on the English
slave trade previously enjoyed by the Royal Africa Company opened the door
to other traders and reduced the price of imported African slaves.

By 1700, blacks constituted more than 10 percent of Virginia's popula-
tion. Fifty years later, they made up nearly half. Recognizing the growing
importance of slavery, the House of Burgesses in 1705 enacted a new slave
code, bringing together the scattered legislation of the previous century and
adding new provisions that embedded the principle of white supremacy in
the law. Slaves were property, completely subject to the will of their masters
and, more generally, of the white community. They could be bought and sold,
leased, fought over in court, and passed on to one’s descendants. Henceforth,
blacks and whites were tried in Separate courts. No black, free or slave, could
own arms, strike a white man, or employ a white servant. Any white person
could apprehend any black to demand a certificate of freedom or a pass from
the owner giving permission to be off the plantation. Virginia had changed
from a “society with slaves,” in which slavery was one system of labor among
others, to a “slave society,” where slavery stood at the center of the economic
process.

NOTIONS OF FREEDOM

One sentiment shared by Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans was fear
of enslavement. Throughout history, slaves have run away and in other ways
resisted bondage. They did the same in the colonial Chesapeake. Colonial
newspapers were filled with advertisements for runaway slaves. These notices
described the appearance and skills of the fugitive and included such com-
ments as “ran away without any cause” or “he has great notions of freedom.”
Some of the blacks brought to the region during the seventeenth century were
the offspring of encounters between European traders and Africans on the
western coast of Africa or the Caribbean. Familiar with European culture
and fluent in English, they lurned to the colonial legal system in their quest
for freedom. Throughout the seventeenth century, blacks appeared in court
claiming their liberty, at first on the basis of conversion to Christianity or
having a white father. This was one teason Virginia in the 1660s closed these
pathways to freedom. But although lefzal avenues to liberty receded, the desire
for freedom did not. After the suppression of a slave conspiracy in 1709, Alex-
ander Spotswood, the governor of Virginia, warned planters to be vigilant.
The desire for freedom, he reminded them, can “call together all those who
long to shake off the fetters of slavery.”

How was slavery established in the Western Atlantic world?
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COLONIES IN CRISIS

King Philip’s War of 1675 and Bacon's Rebellion the following year coincided
with disturbances in other colonies. In Maryland, where the proprietor, Lord
Baltimore, in 1670 had suddenly restricted the right to vote to owners of fifty
acres of land or a certain amount of personal property, a Protestant uprising
unsuccessfully sought to oust his government and restore the suffrage for all
freemen. In several colonies, increasing settlement on the frontier led to resis-
tance by alarmed Indians. A rebellion by Westo Indians was suppressed in
Carolina in 1680. The Pueblo Revolt of the same year (discussed in Chapter 1)
indicated that the crisis of colonial authority was not confined to the British
empire.

THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION

Turmoil in England also reverberated in the colonies. In 1688, the long
struggle for domination of English government between Parliament and the
crown reached its culmination in the Glorious Revolution, which established
wE:mBmEmQ,mchBmQ once and for all and secured the Protestant succes-
sion to the throne. Under Charles II, Parliament had asserted its authority in
the formation of national policy. It expanded its control of finance, influenced
foreign affairs, and excluded from political and religious power Catholics
and Dissenters (Protestants who belonged to a denomination other than the
official Anglican Church),

When Charles died in 1685, he was succeeded by his brother James 1] (for-
merly the duke of York), a practicing Catholic and a believer that kings ruled
by divine right. In 1687, James decreed religious toleration for both Protestant
Dissenters and Catholics. The following year, the birth of James’s son raised
the prospect of a Catholic succession, alarming those who equated “popery”
with tyranny. A group of English aristocrats invited the Dutch nobleman Wil
liam of Orange, the husband of James's Protestant daughter Mary, to assume
the throne in the name of English liberties. William arrived in England in
November 1688 with an army of 21,000 men, two-thirds of them Dutch. As
the landed elite and leaders of the Anglican Church rallied to William’s cause,
James I1 fled and the revolution was complete.

Unlike the broad social upheaval that marked the English Civil War of the
1640s, the Glorious Revolution was in effect a coup engineered by a small
group of aristocrats in alliance with an ambitious Dutch prince, They had no
intention of challenging the institution of the monarchy. But the overthrow
of James II entrenched more firmly than ever the notion that liberty was the
birthright of all Englishmen and that the king was subject to the rule of law.
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vos {4 J: CREATING ANGLO-MNERICH COLONIES IN CRIsIS

had his head cut off and body cut into four parts—reflected the depths of
hatred the rebellion had inspired. For generations, the rivalry between Leisler
and anti-Leisler parties polarized New York politics.

CHANGES IN NEW ENGLAND

After deposing Edmund Andros, the New England colonies lobbied hard in
London for the restoration of their original charters. Most were successful, but
Massachusetts was not. In 1691, the crown issued a new charter that absorbed
Plymouth into Massachusetts and transformed the political structure of the
Bible Commonwealth. Town government remained intact, but henceforth
property ownership, not church membership, would be the requirement to
vote in elections for the General Court. The governor was now appointed in
London rather than elected. Thus, Massachusetts became a royal colony, the
majority of whose voters were no longer Puritan “saints.” Moreover, it was
required to abide by the English Toleration Act of 1690—that is, to allow all
Protestants to worship freely. The demise of the “New England way” greatly
benefited non-Puritan merchants and large landowners, who came to domi-
nate the new government,

These events produced an atmosphere of considerable tension in Massa-
chusetts, exacerbated by raids by French troops and their Indian allies on the
northern New England frontier. The advent of religious toleration heightened
anxieties among the Puritan clergy, who considered other Protestant denomi-
nations a form of heresy. “I would not have a hand in setting up their Devil
worship,” one minister declared of the Quakers. Indeed, not a few Puritans
thought they saw the hand of Satan in the events of 1690 and 1691.

THE PROSECUTION OF WITCHES

Belief in magic, astrology, and witcheraft was widespread in seventeenth-
century Europe and America, existing alongside the religion of the clergy
and churches. Many Puritans believed in supernatural interventions in the
affairs of the world. They interpreted as expressions of God’s will such events
as lightning that struck one house but spared another, and epidemics that
reduced the population of their Indian enemies. Evil forces could also affect
daily life. Witches were individuals, usually women, who were accused of
having entered into a pact with the devil to obtain supernatural powers,
which they used to harm others or to ifterfere with natural processes. When
a child was stiliborn or crops failed, many believed that witchcraft was at
work.

In Europe and the colonies, witcheraft was punishable by execution. It is
estimated that between the years 1400 and 1800, more than 50,000 people
were executed in Europe after being convicted of witchcraft. Witches were,

What major social and political crises rocked the colonies in the late seventeenth century?
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An illustration from Cotton Mather’s 1692 account of witchcraft depicts a witch on her broom-
stick, accompanied by Satan.

from time to time, hanged in seventeenth-century New England. Most were
women beyond childbearing age who were outspoken, economically inde-
pendent, or estranged from their husbands, or who in other ways violated
traditional gender norms. The witch’s alleged power challenged both God's
will and the standing of men as heads of family and rulers of society.

THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS

Until 1692, the prosecution of witches had been local and sporadic. But in the
heightened anxiety of that year, a series of trials and executions took place
in the town of Salem that made its name to this day a byword for fanaticism
and persecution. The crisis began late in 1691 when several young girls began
to suffer fits and nightmares, attributed by their elders to witcheraft, Soon,
three witches had been named, including Tituba, an Indian from the Carib-
bean who was a slave in the home of one of the girls. Since the only way to
avoid prosecution was to confess and name others, accusations of witchcraft
began to snowball. By the middle of 1692, hundreds of residents of Salem had
come forward to accuse their neighbors. Some, it appears, used the occasion
to settle old scores within the Salem community. Local authorities took legal
action against nearly 150 persons, the large majority of them women. Many
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THE GROWTH OF COLONIAL AMERICA

colonial economy prospered, poor indentured migrants were increasingly
joined by professionals and skilled craf tsmen—teachers, ministers, weavers,
carpenters—whom England could ill afford to lose. This brought to an end
official efforts to promote English emigration.

ATTRACTING SETTLERS

Yet while worrying about losing desirable members of its population, the gov-
ernment in London remained convinced that colonial development enhanced
the nation’s power and wealth. To bolster the Chesapeake labor force, nearly
50,000 convicts (a group not desired in Britain) were sent to work in the
tobacco fields. Officials also actively encouraged Protestant immigration from
the non-English (and less prosperous) parts of the British Isles and from the
European continent, promising newcomers £asy access to land and the right
to worship freely. A law of 1740 even offered European immigrants British citi-
zenship after seven years of residence, something that in the mother country
could only be obtained by a special act of Parliament. The widely publicized
image of America as an asylum for those “whom bigots chase from foreign
lands,” in the words of a 1735 poem, was in many ways a byproduct of Britain’s
efforts to attract settlers from non-English areas to its colonies.

Among eighteenth-century migrants from the British Isles, the 80,000
English newcomers (a majority of them convicted criminals) were consider-
ably outnumbered by 145,000 from Scotland and Ulster, the northern part of
Ireland, where many Scots had settled as part of England’s effort to subdue
the island. Scottish and Scotch-Irish immigrants had a profound impact on
colonial society. Mostly Presbyterians, they added significantly to religious
diversity in North America. Their numbers included not only poor farm-
ers seeking land but also numerous merchants, teachers, and professionals
(indeed, a large majority of the physicians in eighteenth-century America
were of Scottish origin).

THE GERMAN MIGRATION

Germans, 110,000 in all, formed the largest group of newcomers from the
European continent. Most came from the valley of the Rhine River, which
stretches through present-day Germany into Switzerland. In the eighteenth
century, Germany was divided into numerous small states, each with a ruling
prince who determined the official nmw@mos. Those who found themselves
worshiping the “wrong” religion—Lutherans in Catholic areas, Catholics in
Lutheran areas, and everywhere, followers of small Protestant sects such as
Mennonites, Moravians, and Dunkers—faced persecution. Many decided to
emigrate. Other migrants were motivated by persistent agricultural crises
and the difficulty of acquiring land. Indeed, the emigration to America rep-
resented only a small part of a massive reshuffling of the German population

What were the directions of social and economic change in the eighteenth-century colonies?
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' EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT AND ETHNIC :
DIVERSITY ON THE ATLANTIC COAST |
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Among the most striking features of eighteenth-century colonial society was the racial n:.& .
ethnic diversity of the population (except in New England). This resulted from increased immi-
gration from the non-English parts of the British Isles and from mainland Europe, as well as
the rapid expansion of the slave trade from Africa.
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THE GROWTH OF COLONIAL AMERICA

communities. But they had become well accustomed to using European
products like knives, hatchets, needles, kettles, and firearms. Alcohol intro-
duced by traders created social chaos in many Indian communities, One
Cherokee told the governor of South Carolina in 1753,

“The clothes we wear,
we cannot make ourselves, they are made to us. We use their ammunition
with which we kill deer. .

- Every necessary thing we must have from the
white people.”

While traders saw in Indian villages potential profits and British offi-
cials saw allies against France and Spain, farmers and planters viewed
Indians as little more than an obstruction to their desire for land. They
expected Indians to give way to white settlers. The native population of
the Virginia and South Carolina frontier had already been displaced when
large numbers of settlers arrived. in Pennsylvania, however, the flood of
German and Scotch-Irish settlers into the backcountry upset the relatively
peaceful Indian-white relations constructed by William Penn. At 3 1721
conference, a group of colonial and Indian leaders reaffirmed Penn’s Chain
of Friendship. But conflicts over land soon multiplied. The infamous Walk-
ing Purchase of 1737 brought the fraudulent dealing so common in other
colonies to Pennsylvania. The Lenni Lanape Indians agreed to an arrange-
ment to cede a tract of land bounded by the distance a man could walk in
thirty-six hours. To their amazement, Governor James Logan hired a team
of swift runners, who marked out an area far in excess of what the Indians
had anticipated.
By 1760, when Pennsylvania’s population, amere 20
16 220,000, Indian-colonist relations, initjall
North America, had become

.000 in 1700, had grown
y the most harmonious in British
poisoned by suspicion and hostility. One group
of Susquehanna Indians declared “that the white people had abused them and

taken their lands from them, and therefore they had ne reason to think that

they were now concerned for their happiness.” They longed for the days when
“old William Penn” treated them with fairness and respect.

REGIONAL DIVERSITY

By the mid-eighteenth century,

the different regions of the British colonies had
developed distinct economic a

nd social orders. Small farms tilled by family
labor and geared primari ly to production for local consumption predominated
in New England and the new mm:_mBme of the backcountry (the area stretch-
ing from central Pennsylvania southward through the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia and into upland North and South Carolina). The backcountry was
the most rapidly growing region in North America. In 1730, the only white
tesidents in what was then called “Indian country” were the occasional hunter
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and trader. By the eve of the American Revolution, the region contained one-
quarter of Virginia's population and half of South Carolina's. Most were ».E..E
families raising grain and livestock, but slaveowning planters, seeking fertile
soil for tobacco farming, also entered the area.

In the older portions of the Middle Colonies of New York, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania, farmers were more oriented to commerce than on the Dd:mmh
growing grain both for their own use and for sale abroad and supplementing
the work of family members by employing wage laborers, tenants, and in some
instances slaves. Because large landlords had engrossed so much desirable
land, New York’s growth lagged behind that of neighboring colonies. “What
man will be such a fool as to become a base tenant,” wondered Richard Coote,
New York’s governor at the beginning of the eighteenth century, “when by
crossing the Hudson river that man can for a song purchase a good freehold?”
With its fertile soil, favorable climate, initially peaceful Indian relations,
generous governmental land distribution policy, and rivers that facilitated
long-distance trading, Pennsylvania came to be known as “the vmmwnooﬂ.am:.m
country.” Ordinary colonists there enjoyed a standard of living unimaginable
in Europe.

THE CONSUMER REVOLUTION

During the eighteenth century, Great Britain eclipsed the Dutch as the _mm._n_,
ing producer and trader of inexpensive consumer goods, Elcﬁam colonial
products like coffee and tea, and such manufactured goods as linen, metal-
ware, pins, ribbons, glassware, ceramics, and clothing. Trade integrated the
British empire. As the American colonies were drawn more and more fully
into the system of Atlantic commerce, they shared in the era’s consumer
revolution. In port cities and small inland towns, shops proliferated and
American newspapers were filled with advertisements for British goods.
British merchants supplied American traders with loans to enable them
to import these products, and traveling peddlers carried them into remote
frontier areas.

Consumerism in a modern sense—the mass production, advertising, and
sale of consumer goods—did not exist in colonial America. Nonetheless,
eighteenth-century estate inventories—records of people’s possessions at ﬂ,rm
time of death—revealed the wide dispersal in American homes of English
and even Asian products. In the seventeenth century, most colonists had lived
in a pioneer world of homespun clothing and homemade goods. Now, even
modest farmers and artisans owned books, ceramic plates, metal cutlery, and
items made of imported silk and cotton. Tea, once a luxury enjoyed only by
the wealthy, became virtually a necessity of life. “People that are least able to

.
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THE GROWTH OF COLONIAL AMERICA

”

g0 to the expense,” one New Yorker noted, *must have their tea though their
families want bread.”

COLONIAL CITIES

Britain's mainland colonies were overwhelmingly agricultural. Nine-tenths
of the population resided in rural areas and made their livelihood from farm-
ing. Colonial cities like Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Charleston were
quite small by the standards of Europe or Spanish America. In 1700, when the
population of Mexico City stood at 100,000, Boston had 6,000 residents and
New York 4,500. As late as 1750, eight cities in Spanish America exceeded in
size any in English North America.

English American cities served mainly as gathering places for agricultural
goods and for imported items to be distributed to the countryside. Nonetheless,
the expansion of trade encouraged the rise of port cities, home to a growing
population of colonial merchants and artisans (skilled craftsmen) as well as
an increasing number of poor. In 1770, with some 30,000 inhabitants, Phila-
delphia was “the capital of the New World,” at least its British component, and,
after London and Liverpool, the empire’s third busiest port. The financial,
commercial, and cultural center of British America, its growth rested on
economic integration with the rich agricultural region nearby. Philadelphia
merchants organized the collection of farm goods, supplied rural storekeepers,
and extended credit to consumers. They exported flour, bread, and meat to the
West Indies and Europe.

COLONIAL ARTISANS

The city was also home to a large population of furniture makers, jewelers,
and silversmiths serving wealthier citizens, and hundreds of lesser artisans
like weavers, blacksmiths, coopers, and construction workers. The typical
artisan owned his own tools and labored in a small workshop, often his
home, assisted by family members and young journeymen and apprentices
learning the trade. The artisan’s skill, which set him apart from the common
laborers below him in the social scale, was the key to his existence, and it
gave him a far greater degree of economic freedom than those dependent on
others for a livelihood. “He that hath m..:mam' hath an estate,” wrote Benjamin
Franklin, who had worked as a printerbefore achieving renown as a scientist
and statesman.

Despite the influx of British goods, American craftsmen benefited from
the expanding consumer market. Most journeymen enjoyed a reasonable
chance of rising to the status of master and establishing a workshop of their
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own. Some achieved remarkable success. Born in New York City in 1723,
Myer Myers, a Jewish silversmith of Dutch ancestry, became one of the city’s
most prominent artisans. Myers produced jewelry, candlesticks, coffeepots,
tableware, and other gold and silver objects for the colony’s elite, as well as
religious ornaments for both synagogues and Protestant churches in New
York and nearby colonies. He used some of his profits to acquire land in
New Hampshire and Connecticut. Myers's career reflected the opportuni-
ties colonial cities offered to skilled men of diverse ethnic and religious
backgrounds.

AN ATLANTIC WORLD

People, ideas, and goods flowed back and forth across the Atlantic, knitting
together the empire and its diverse populations—British merchants and
consumers, American colonists, African slaves, and surviving Indians—and
creating webs of interdependence among the European empires. Sugar,
tobacco, and other products of the Western Hemisphere were marketed as
far away as eastern Europe. London bankers financed the slave trade between
Africa and Portugese Brazil. Spain spent its gold and silver importing goods
from other countries. As trade expanded, the North American and West
Indian colonies became the major overseas market for British manufactured
goods. Although most colonial output was consumed at home, North Ameri-
cans shipped farm products to Britain, the West Indies, and with the excep-
tion of goods like tobacco “enumerated” under the Navigation Acts, outside the
empire. Virtually the entire Chesapeake tobacco crop was marketed in Britain,
with most of it then re-exported to Europe by British merchants. Most of the
bread and flour exported from the colonies was destined for the West Indies.
African slaves there grew sugar that could be distilled into rum, a product
increasingly popular among both North American colonists and Indians, who
obtained it by trading furs and deerskins that were then shipped to Europe.
The mainland colonies carried on a flourishing trade in fish and grains with
southern Europe. Ships built in New England made up one-third of the British
empire's trading fleet.

Membership in the empire had many advantages for the colonists. Most
Americans did not complain about British regulation of their trade because
commerce enriched the colonies as well as the mother country and lax enforce-
ment of the Navigation Acts allowed smuggling to flourish. In a dangerous
world, moreover, the Royal Navy protected American shipping. And despite
the many differences between life in England and its colonies, eighteenth-
century English America drew closer and closer to, and in some ways became
more and more similar to, the mother country across the Atlantic.
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SOCIAL CLASSES IN THE COLONIES

THE SOUTH CAROLINA ARISTOCRACY

The richest group of mainland colonists were South Carolina planters
(although planters in Jamaica far outstripped them in wealth). Elite South
Carolinians often traveled north to enjoy summer vacations in the cooler
climate of Newport, Rhode Island, and they spent much of the remainder
of their time in Charleston, the only real urban center south of Phila-
delphia and the richest city in British North America. Here aristocratic
social life flourished, centered on theaters, literary societies, and social
events. Like their Virginia counterparts, South Carolina grandees lived
a lavish lifestyle amid imported furniture, fine wines, silk clothing, and
other items from England. They surrounded themselves with house slaves
dressed in specially designed uniforms. In 1774, the per capita wealth in
the Charleston District was £2,300, more than four times that of tobacco
areas in Virginia and eight times the figure for Philadelphia or Boston. But
wealth in South Carolina was highly concentrated. The richest 10 percent
of the colony owned half the wealth in 1770, the poorest quarter less than
2 percent.

Throughout the colonies, elites emulated what they saw as England’s bal-
anced, stable social order. Liberty, in their eyes, meant, in part, the power to
rule—the right of those blessed with wealth and prominence to dominate
over others. They viewed society as a hierarchical structure in which some
men were endowed with greater talents than others and destined to rule.
The social order, they believed, was held together by webs of influence that
linked patrons and those dependent on them. Each place in the hierarchy
carried with it different responsibilities, and one’s status was revealed in
dress, manners, and the splendor of one’s home. “Superiority” and “depen-
dence,” as one colonial newspaper put it, were natural elements of any
society. An image of refinement served to legitimate wealth and political
power. Colonial elites prided themselves on developing aristocratic man-
ners, cultivating the arts, and making productive use of leisure. Indeed,
on both sides of the Atlantic, elites viewed work as something reserved
for common folk and slaves. Freedom from labor was the mark of the
gentleman.

POVERTY IN THE COLONIES

.
At the other end of the social scale, vo&#@ emerged as a visible feature of
eighteenth-century colonial life. Although not considered by most colonists
part of their society, the growing number of slaves lived in impoverished
conditions. Among free Americans, poverly was hardly as widespread
as in Britain, where in the early part of the century between one-quarter

Houw did patterns of class and gender roles change in eighteenth-century America?
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and one-haf of the people regularly required public assistance. But as the
colonial population expanded, access to land diminished rapidly, especially
in long-settled ateas. In New England, which received few im migrants, the
high birthrate fueled population growth. With the supply of land limited,
sons who could not hope to inherit farms were forced to move to other
colonies or to try their hand at a trade in the region’s towns. By mid-century,
tenants and wage laborers were a growing presence on farms in the Middle
Colonies.

In colonial cities, the number of propertyless wage earners subsisting at
the poverty line steadily increased. In Boston, one-third of the population
in 1771 owned no property at all. In rural Augusta County, carved out of
Virginia’s Shenandoah River valley in 1738, land was quickly engrossed
by planters and speculators. By the 1760s, two-thirds of the county's white
men owned no land and had little prospect of obtaining it unless they
migrated further west. Taking the colonies as a whole, half of the wealth at
mid-century was concentrated in the hands of the richest 10 percent of the
population.

Attitudes and policies toward poverty in colonial America mirrored Brit-
ish precedents. The better-off colonists generally viewed the poor as lazy,
shiftless, and responsible for their own plight. Both rural communities and
cities did accept responsibility for assisting their own. But to minimize the
burden on taxpayers, poor persons were frequently set to labor in work-
houses, where they produced goods that reimbursed authorities for part of
their upkeep. Their children were sent to work as apprentices in local homes
or workshops. And most communities adopted stringent measures to “warn
out” unemployed and propertyless newcomers who might become depen-
dent on local poor relief. This involved town authorities either expelling the
unwanted poor from an area or formally declaring certain persons ineligible
for assistance. In Essex County, Massachusetts, the number of poor persons
warned out each year rose from 200 in the 17308 to 1,700 in the 1760s. Many
were members of families headed by widowed or abandoned women.

THE MIDDLE RANKS

The large majority of free Americans lived between the extremes of wealth
and poverty. Along with racial and ethnic diversity, what distinguished the
mainland colonies from Europe was the wide distribution of land and the
economic autonomy of most ordinary free families. The anonymous author
of the book American Husbandry, published in 1775, reported that “little free-
holders who live upon their own property” made up “the most considerable
part” of the people, especially in the northern colonies and the nonplantation
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4. Some historians have argued that the freedoms and prosperity of

1. Both the Purtians and William Penn viewed thetr colonles as “holy { the British empire ‘were dll based on slavery. Examine this state- y
experiments.” How did they differ? . ment using specific examples, ;
| 2.1he textbook states. “Prejudice by fiself did not create American b 5. Many British settlers in North America belfeved it was the *best o I
slavery” Examine the forces and evenis that led lo slavery in ] poor man's country,” and that they wers the freest peopie in the .

. North America, and the role that racial prejudice piayed.

1. How were the actions of King James Il loward New England per-
| celved as threats 1o colonial liberty?

| & How did King Philip's War. Bacons Rebellion, and the Salem

wilch trials illustrate a widespread crisis in British North America
in the late seventeenth century?

world. What factors would lead fo such a claim?

§. The soclal structure of the eighteenth-century colonies was grow-
ing more open for some but not for others. For whom was there
mare opportunity, and for whom not?

| 6. By theend ol the sevenleenth century, commerce was the foun-
dation of empire and the leading cause of competition between
European empires Explain how the North American colonies
were directly linked io Atlantic commerce by laws and trade.

7. It you traveled oulside of m_aa_@@:ﬂ:.no:_ﬂi New England, you
might agree with leliow travelers that the colonies were demon- J
sirating greater diversity in many ways. How would you support 3
this clatm? 3

8. Desplte their lack of rights, hard-working women and children
| were often the key to the success of Independent tamfily tarmers
| Demonstrate the truth of this siatement,

- TREEDON QUESTIONS

L. English settlers insisted that true freedom for Native Americans
meant! they must abandon thelr traditions and accept English
ways. Examine the changes to Native American lite by the mid. B
elghleenth century. and discuss whether Native American free- )
dom increased by any standards

2. Freedom and lack of Ireedom existed side-by-side in the English f

L S ——

colonles. Using examples from Pennsylvania and elsewhere,
demonsirate how greater Ireedom for some colonists in one area
meant less freedom for others

3. Brilish citizens connecled freedom and liberty to kand ownership 3
and nol having 1o work lor wages. Why did they make these con-







