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FOCUS QUESTIONS

* What were the major patterns of Native American life in North
America before Europeans arrived?

* How did Indian and European ideas of freedom differ on the eve
of contact?

* What impelled European explorers 1o look west across the
Atlantic?

* What happened when the peoples of the Americas came in con-
tact with Europeans?

* What were the chief features of the Spanish empire in America?

* What were the chief features of the French and Dutch empires in
North America?

“The discovery of America,” the British writer Adam Smith announced in his
celebrated work The Wealth of Nations (1776), was one of “the two greatest and
most important events recorded in the history of mankind.” Historians no
longer use the word “discovery” to describe the European exploration, con-
quest, and colonization of a hemisphere already home to millions of people.
But there can be no doubt that when Christopher Columbus made landfall
in the West Indian islands in 1492, he set in motion some of the most pivotal
developments in human history. Immense changes soon followed in both
the Old and New Worlds; the consequences of thdse changes are still with us
today.

The peoples of the American continents and Europe, previously unaware
of each other’s existence, were thrown into continuous interaction.
Crops new to each hemisphere crossed the Atlantic, reshaping diets and
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What were the major patterns of Native American life in North America before Europeans arrived?

A map illustrating the probable routes by which the first Americans settled the Western
Hemisphere at various times between 15,000 and 60,000 pears ago.

INDIAN SOCIETIES OF THE AMERICAS

North and South America were hardly an empty wilderness when Europeans
arrived. The hemisphere contained cilies, roads, irrigation systems, extensive
trade networks, and large structures such as the pyramid-temples whose beauty
stillinspires wonder. With a population close to 250,000, Tenochtitldn, the cap-
ital of the Aztec empire in what is now Mexico, was one of the world’s largest
cities. Its great temple, splendid royal palace, and a central market comparable

to that of European capitals [T
made the city seem *like an CHRONOLOGY

—_—

Agriculture developed in

enchanted vision,” according 2
to one of the first Europeans 9000 3C

to encounter it. Further south Mexico and Peru

lay the Inca kingdom, centered || 5000 BC~ Mound buliders thrive
in modern-day Peru. Its popu- 1000 AD  in Mississippi Valley
lation of perhaps r2 million 900- Hopi and Zuni tribes
was linked by a complex sys- 1200 eslablish lowns

tem of roads and bridges that 1000 Vikings safl to
extended 2,000 miles along Newloundland

the Andes mountain chain.
When Europeans arrived,
a wide variety of native peo-
ples lived within the present
borders of the United States.
Indian civilizations in North
America had not developed

1200 Cahokia city-empire along
the Mississippd

1430- Chinese Admiral Zheng
1440 He explores coast of East
Africa

1430s Gutenberg invents print

the scale, grandeur, or central- ing press

ized organization of the Aztec 1434 Portuguese explore

and Inca societies to their Alrican coast below the _
south. North American Indi- Sahara

ans lacked the technologies 1487 Bartholomeu Dias !
Europeans had mastered, such reaches the Cape of

as metal tools and machines, Good Hope

gunpowder, and the scienti- 1492 Columbus's first voyage 1o

fic knowledge necessary for the New World n
long-distance navigation. No 1497 John Cabot reaches

society north of Mexico had Newioundiand

achieved literacy (although 1498 Vasco da Garna sails 1o
some made maps on bark | the Indian Ocean

and animal :Emmvnﬂrg .m_mc 1500 Pedro Cabral claims Brazil
lacked wheeled vehicles, since for Portugan

they had no domestic animals

like horses or oxen to pull - Pyt Afitoom saves

them. Their “backwardness” _ Hﬂs_.””wnma Ao
became a central justification Nl B Sl

for European conquest. But, establishes seftlement on |
over time, Indian societies | Hispaniola |

had perfected techniques of |L____ WERTIS TSR
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2 _“ _ =— —2: THE FIRST AMERICANS

A drawing by the artist John White shows ten male and seven female Native Americans danc-
ing around a circle of posts in a religious ritual. White was a careful observer of their clothing,
body markings, and objects used in the ceremony.

The most striking feature of Native American society at the time Europeans
arrived was its sheer diversity. Each group had its own political system and
set of religious beliefs, and North America was home to literally hundreds
of mutually unintelligible languages. Indians had no sense of “America” as a
continent or hemisphere. They did not think of themselves as a single unified
people, an idea invented by Europeans and on ly many years later adopted by
Indians themselves. Indian identity centered on the immediate social group——
atribe, village, chiefdom, or confederacy. When Europeans first arrived, many
Indians saw them as simply one group among many. Their first thought was
how to use the newcomers to enhance their standing in relation to other native
peoples, rather than to unite against tRem. The sharp dichotomy between
Indians and “white” persons did not emerge until later in the colonial era.

NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGION

Nonetheless, the diverse Indian societies of North America did share certain
tommon characteristics. Their lives were steeped in religious ceremonies
often directly related to farming and hunting. Spiritual power, they believed,

What were the major patterns of Native American life in North America before Europeans arrived?

_INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA, ca. 1500

L | o

Hudion -
J4 i Lo

The native population of North America at the time of first contact with Europeans consisted
of numerous tribes with their own languages, religious beliefs, and economic and social struc-
tures. This map suggests the numerous ways of life existing at the time.

suffused the world, and sacred spirits could be found in all kinds of living and
inanimate things—animals, plants, trees, water, and wind. Through religious
ceremonies, they aimed to harness the aid of powerful supernatural forces to
serve the interests of man. In some tribes, hunters performed rituals to placate
the spirits of animals they had killed. Other religious ceremonies sought to
engage the spiritual power of nature to secure abundant crops or fend off
evil spirits. Indian villages also held elaborate religious rites, participation
in which helped to define the boundaries of community membership. In
all Indian societies, those who seemed to possess special abilities to invoke
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THE FIRST AMERICANS

Indian women planting crops while men break the sod. An engraving by Theodor de Bry,
based on a painting by Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues. Morques was part of an expedition of
French Huguenots to Florida in 1564; he escaped when the Spanish destroyed the outpost in the
Jollowing pear.

worship of “false gods.” Christianity presented no obstacle to the commercial
use of the land, and indeed in some ways encouraged it, since true religion
was thought to promote the progress of civilization. Whereas the Indians saw
nature as a world of spirits and souls, the Europeans viewed it as a collection
of potential commodities, a source of economic opportunity.

Europeans invoked the Indians’ distinctive pattern of land use and ideas
about property to answer the awkward question raised by a British minister
atan early stage of England's colonization: “By what right or warrant can we
enter into the land of these Savages, take away their rightful inheritance
from them, and plant ourselves in their places?” While the Spanish claimed
title to land in America by right of conquest and papal authority, the English,
French, and Dutch came to rely on the idea that Indians had not actu-
ally “used” the land and thus had no claim to it. Despite the Indians’ highly
developed agriculture and well-established towns, Europeans frequently
described them as nomads without settled communities. The land was
thus deemed to be a vacant wildernesk ready to be claimed by newcomers
who would cultivate and improve it. European settlers believed that mixing
one’s labor with the earth, which Indians supposedly had failed to do, gave
one title to the soil.

In the Indians’ gender division of labor and matrilineal family structures,
Europeans saw weak men and mistreated women. Hunting and fishing, the

What were the major patterns of Native American life in North America before Europeans arrived?
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primary occupations of Indian men, were considered leisure activities in
much of Europe, not “real” work. Because Indian women worked in the fields,
Europeans often described them as lacking freedom. They were “not much
better than slaves,” in the words of one English commentator. Europeans con-
sidered Indian men “unmanly”—too weak to exercise authority within their
families and restrain their wives' open sexuality, and so lazy that they forced
their wives to do most of the productive labor. Throughout North America,
Europeans promoted the ideas that women should confine themselves to
household work and that men ought to exercise greater authority within their
families. Europeans insisted that by subduing the Indians, they were actually
bringing them freedom—the freedom of true religion, private property, and
the liberation of both men and women from uncivilized and unchristian
gender roles.

INDIAN FREEDOM, EUROPEAN FREEDOM
INDIAN FREEDOM

And what of liberty as the native inhabitants of the New World understood
it? Many Europeans saw Indians as embodying freedom. The Iroquois, wrote
one colonial official, held “such absolute notions of liberty that they allow
of no kind of superiority of one over another, and banish all servitude from
their territories.” But most colonizers quickly concluded that the notion of
“freedom” was alien to Indian societies. Early English and French dictionaries
of Indian languages contained no entry for “freedom” or liberté, Nor, wrote
one early trader, did Indians have “words to express despotic power, arbitrary
kings, oppressed or obedient subjects.”

Indeed, Europeans considered Indians barbaric in part because they did not
appear to live under established governments or fixed laws, and had no respect
forauthority. “They are born, live, and die in a liberty without restraint,” wrote
one religious missionary. In a sense, they were too {ree, lacking the order and
discipline that Europeans considered the hallmarks of civilization. Even
slavery, wrote Richard Eden, an English writer of the mid-sixteenth century,
was preferable to the Indians’ condition before European contact, which he
described as “rather a horrible licentiousness than a liberty.” When Giovanni
da Verrazano described the Indians as living in “absolute freedom,” he did not
intend this as a compliment.

The familiar modern understanding of freedom as personal independence,
often based on ownership of private property, had little meaning in most
Indian societies. But Indians certainly had their own ideas of freedom. While
the buying and selling of slaves was unknown, small-scale slavery existed in
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THE EXPANSION OF EUROPE

to individuals or groups by contract, royal decree, or purchase. One legal
dictionary defined a liberty as “a privilege . . . by which men may enjoy some
benefit beyond the ordinary subject.” Only those who enjoyed the “freedom
of the city,” for example, could engage in certain economic activities. Numer-
ous modern civil liberties did not exist. The law decreed acceptable forms of
religious worship. The government regularly suppressed publications it did
not like, and criticism of authority could lead to imprisonment. In England,
members of the House of Commons enjoyed freedom of speech during parlia-
mentary sessions, but the right did not extend to ordinary citizens. Personal
independence was reserved for a small part of the population, and this was
one reason why authorities found “masterless men"—those without regular
jobs or otherwise outside the control of their social superiors—so threaten-
ing. Nonetheless, every European country that colonized the New World
claimed to be spreading freedom-——for its own population and for Native
Americans.

THE EXPANSION OF EUROPE

Itis fitting that the second epochal event that Adam Smith linked to Colum-
bus’s voyage of 1492 was the discovery by Portuguese navigators of a sea route
from Europe to Asia around the southern tip of Africa. The European congquest
of America began as an offshoot of the quest for a sea route to India, China,
and the islands of the East Indies, the source of the silk, tea, spices, porcelain,
and other luxury goods on which international trade in the early modern era
centered. For centuries, this commerce had been conducted across land, from
China and South Asia to the Middle East and the Mediterranean region. Profit
and piety—-the desire to eliminate Islamic middlemen and win control of the
lucrative trade for Christian western Europe-—combined to inspire the quest
for a direct route to Asia,

CHINESE AND PORTUGUESE NAVIGATION

At the beginning of the fifteenth century, one might have predicted that
China would establish the world’s first global empire. Between 1405 and 1433,
Admiral Zheng He led seven large navaj expeditions in the Indian Ocean. The
first convoy consisted of 62 ships that wire larger than those of any European
nation, along with 225 support vessels and more than 25,000 men. On his sixth
voyage, Zheng explored the coast of East Africa. China was already the world’s
most important trading economy, with trade routes dotting the Indian Ocean.
Zheng's purpose was not discovery, but to impress other peoples with China’s
might. Had his ships continued westward, they could easily have reached

What impelled European explorers to look west across the Atlantic?
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In the fifteenth century, the world known to Europeans was limited to Europe, parts of Africa,
and Asia. Explorers from Portugal sought to find a sea route to the East in order to circumvent
the Italian city-states and Middle Eastern rulers who controlled the overland trade.

North and South America. But as a wealthy land-based empire, China did not
feel the need for overseas expansion, and after 1433 the government ended
support for long-distance maritime expeditions. It fell to Portugal, situated on
the western corner of the Iberian Peninsula, far removed from the overland
route to Asia, to take advantage of new techniques of sailing and navigation to
begin exploring the Atlantic.

The development of the caravel, a ship capable of long-distance travel, and
of the compass and quadrant, devices that enabled sailors to determine their
location and direction with greater accuracy than in the past, made it possible
to sail down the coast of Africa and return to Portugal. Portuguese seafarers
initially hoped to locate the source of gold that for centuries had been trans-
ported in caravans across the Sahara Desert to North Africa and Europe. This
commerce, which passed through the African kingdom of Mali on the southern
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CONTACT

Columbus’s Landfall, an engraving from La lettera &
dell'isole (Letter from the Islands), This 1493 pam-
phiet reproduced, in the form of a poem, Columbus's
firstletter describing his vopage of the previous year.
Under the watchful epe of King Ferdinand of Spain,
Columbus and his men land on a Caribbean island,
while local Indians flee.

to circumvent the Muslim stranglehold on eastern trade. Columbus set sail
with royal letters of introduction to Asian rulers, aut horizing him to negotiate
trade agreements,

CONRTACT
COLUMBUS IN THE NEW WORLD

On October 12, 1492, after only thirty-three days of sailing from the Canary
Islands, where he had stopped to resupply his three ships, Columbus and his
expedition arrived at the Bahamas. His exact landing site remains in dispute,
but it was probably San Salvador, a tiny spot of land known today as Watling
Island. Soon afterward, he encountered the far larger islands of Hispaniola
{today the site of Haiti and the Dominican Republic) and Cuba. When one of
his ships ran aground, he abandoned it and left thirty-eight men behind on
Hispaniola. But he found room to bring ten inhabitants of the island back to
Spain for conversion to Christianity.
In the following year, 1493, European colonization of the New World began.
Columbus returned with seventeen ships and more than 1,000 men to explore
the area and establish a Spanish
outpost. Columbus’s settlement on
the island of Hispaniola, which
he named La Isabella, failed, but
in 1502 another Spanish explorer,
Nicolds de Ovando, arrived with
2,500 men and established a per-
manent base, the first center of
the Spanish empire in America.
Before he died in 1506, Columbus
made two more voyages to the New
World, in 1498 and 1502. He went to
his grave believing that he had dis-
covered a westward route to Asia.
The explorations of another Ital-
ian, Amerigo Vespucei, along the
coast of South America between
¥ 1499 and 1502 made plain that a
continent entirely unknown to
Europeans had been encountered.
The New World would come to bear
not Columbus’s name but one based
on Vespucci's—America. Vespucci
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What happened when the peoples of the Americas came in contact with Europeans?
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also realized that the native inhabitants were distinct peoples, not residents
of the East Indies as Columbus had believed, although the name “Indians,”
applied to them by Columbus, has endured to this day.

EXPLORATION AND CONQUEST

The speed with which European exploration proceeded in the aftermath of
Columbus’s first voyage is remarkable. The technique of printing with movable
type, invented in the 1430s by the German craftsman Johannes Gutenberg, had
made possible the rapid spread of information in Europe, at least among the
educated minority. News of Columbus’s achievement traveled quickly. One
writer hailed him as “a hero such as the ancients made gods of” Others were
inspired to follow in his wake. John Cabot, a Genoese merchant who had settled
in England, reached Newfoundland in 149;. Soon, scores of fishing boats from
France, Spain, and England were active in the region. Pedro Cabral claimed
Brazil for Portugal in 1500.

But the Spanish took the lead in exploration and conguest. Inspired by a
search for wealth, national glory, and the desire to spread Catholicism, Spanish
conquistadores, often accompanied by religious missionaries and carrying
flags emblazoned with the sign of the cross, radiated outward from Hispaniola.
In 1513, Vasco Nufiez de Balboa trekked across the isthmus of Panama and
became the first European to gaze upon the Pacific Ocean. Between 1519 and
1522, Ferdinand Magellan led the first expedition to sail around the world,
encountering Pacific islands and peoples previously unknown to Europe.
Magellan was killed in the Philippines, but his fleet completed the journey,
correcting once and for all Columbus’s erroneous assessment of the earth’s size.

The first explorer to encounter a major American civilization was Herndn
Cortés, who in 1519 arrived at Tenochtitldn, the nerve center of the Aztec empire,
whose wealth and power rested on domination of numerous subordinate peoples
nearby. The Aztecs were violent warriors who engaged in the ritual sacrifice of
captives and others, sometimes thousands at a time. This practice thoroughly
alienated their neighbors and reinforced the Spanish view of America’s native
inhabitants as barbarians, even though in Europe at this time thousands of
men and women were burned at the stake as witches or religious heretics, and
criminals were executed in public spectacles that attracted throngs of onlookers.

With only a few hundred European men, the daring Cortés conquered the
Aztec city, relying on superior military technology such as iron weapons and
gunpowder, as well as shrewdness in enlisting the aid of some of the Aztecs’
subject peoples, who supplied him with thousands of warriors. His most
powerful ally, however, was disease—a smallpox epidemic that devastated
Aztec society. A few years later, Francisco Pizarro conquered the great Inca
kingdom centered in modern-day Peru. Pizarro’s tactics were typical of the
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THE SPANISH EMPIRE

forms the United States, its Native American population fell continuously. It
reached its lowest point around 1900, at on ly 250,000.

Overall, the death of perhaps 80 million people—close to one-fifth of
humankind—in the first century and a half after contact with Europeans
represents the greatest loss of life in human history. It was disease as much as
military prowess and more advanced technology that enabled Europeans to
conquer the Americas.

THE SPANISH EMPIRE

By the middle of the sixteenth century, Spain had established an immense
empire that reached from Europe to the Americas and Asia. The Atlantic
and Pacific oceans, once barriers separating different parts of the world, now
became highways for the exchange of goods and the movement of people.
Spanish galleons carried gold and silver from Mexico and Peru eastward to
Spain and westward to Manila in the Philippines and on to China.

The Spanish empire included the most populous parts of the New World and
the regions richest in natural resources. Stretching from the Andes Mountains
of South America through present-day Mexico and the Caribbean and eventu-
ally into Florida and the southwestern United States, Spain's empire exceeded
in size the Roman empire of the ancient world. Its center in North America was
Mexico City, a magnificent capital built on the ruins of the Aztec city of Tenoch-
titlén that boasted churches, hospitals, monasteries, government buildings,
and the New World’s first university. Unlike the English and French New World
empires, Spanish America was essentially an urban civilization, an “empire of
towns.” For centuries, its great cities, notably Mexico City, Quito, and Lima, far
outshone any urban centers in North America and most of those in Europe.

GOVERNING SPANISH AMERICA

Spain’s system of colonial government rivaled that of ancient Rome. Alarmed
by the destructiveness of the conquistadores, the Spanish crown replaced them
with a more stable system of government headed by lawyers and bureaucrats.
At least in theory, the government of Spanish America reflected the absolut-
ism of the newly unified nation at home. Authority originated with the king
and flowed downward through the Council of the Indies—the main body
in Spain for colonial maamam:w:oslwua then to viceroys in Mexico and
Peru and other local officials in America. The Catholic Church also played a
significant role in the administration of Spanish colonies, frequently exerting
its authority on matters of faith, morals, and treatment of the Indians.
Successive kings kept elected assemblies out of Spain’s New World empire.
Royal officials were generally appointees from Spain, rather than criollos, as

What were the chief features of the Spanish empire in America?
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persons born in the colonies of European ancestry were called. The imperial
state was a real and continuous presence in Spanish America. But as its power
declined in Europe beginning in the seventeenth century, the local elite
came to enjoy more and more effective authority over colonial affairs, Given
the vastness of the empire, local municipal councils, universities, merchant
organizations, and craft guilds enjoyed considerable independence.

COLONISTS IN SPANISH AMERICA

Despite the decline in the native population, Spanish America remained
populous enough that, with the exception of the West Indies and a few cities,
large-scale importations of African slaves were unnecessary. Instead, the
Spanish forced tens of thousands of Indians to work in gold and silver mines,
which supplied the empire’s wealth, and on large-scale farms, or haciendas,
controlled by Spanish landlords. In Spanish America, unlike other New World
empires, Indians performed most of the labor, and although the Spanish intro-
duced livestock, wheat, and sugar, the main agricultural crops were the same
ones grown before colonization—corn, beans, and squash.

“The maxim of the conqueror must be to settle,” said one Spanish official. The
government barred non-Spaniards from emigrating to its American domains,
as well as non-Christian Spaniards, including Jews and Moors. But the oppor
tunity for social advancement drew numerous colonists from Spain—225,000
in the sixteenth century and a total of 750,000 in the three centuries of Spain's
colonial rule. Eventually, a significant number came in families, but at first the
large majority were young, single men, many of them laborers, craftsmen, and
soldiers. Many also came as government officials, priests, professionals, and
minor aristocrats, all ready to direct the manual work of Indians, since living
without having to labor was a sign of noble status. The most successful of these
colonists enjoyed lives of luxury similar to those of the upper classes at home.

COLONISTS AND INDIANS

Although persons of European birth, called peninsulares, stood atop the social
hierarchy, they never constituted more than a tiny proportion of the popula-
tion of Spanish America. Unlike in the later British empire, Indian inhabitants
always outnumbered Eurepean colonists and their descendants in Spanish
America, and large areas remained effectively under Indian control for many
years. Like the later French empire and unlike the English, Spanish authori-
ties granted Indians certain rights within colonjal society and looked forward
to their eventual assimilation. Indeed, the success of the Spanish ernpire
depended on the nature of the native societies on which it could build. In
Florida, the Amazon, and Caribbean islands like Jamaica, which lacked major
Indian cities and large native populations, Spanish rule remained tenuous.
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THE SPANISH EMPIRE

and savagery and enabling them to become part of Christian civilization.
Religious orders established missions throughout the empire, and over time
millions of Indians were converted to Catholicism.

On the other hand, Spanish rule, especially in its initial period, witnessed
a disastrous fall in Indian population, not only because of epidemics but also
because of the brutal conditions of labor to which Indians were subjected. The
conguistadores and subsequent governors, who required conquered peoples to
acknowledge the Catholic Church and provide gold and silver, saw no contra-
diction between serving God and enriching themselves. Others, however, did.

LAS CASAS’S COMPLAINT

Asearly as 1537, Pope Paul 111, who hoped to see Indians become devout subjects
of Catholic monarchs, outlawed their enslavement (an edict never extended to
apply to Africans). His decree declared Indians to be “truly men,” who must
not be “treated as dumb beasts” Fifteen years later, the Dominican priest
Bartolomé de Las Casas published an account of the decimation of the Indian
population with the compelling title A Very Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies. Las Casas’s father had sailed on Columbus’s second voyage, and he him-
self had participated in the conquest of Cuba. But in 1514 Las Casas freed his
own Indian slaves and began to preach against the injustices of Spanish rule.
Las Casas’s writings denounced Spain for causing the death of millions of

innocent people. “It has been Spain's practice,” he reported, “in every land they
have discovered to stage a massacre” in order to make the inhabitants “tremble
with fear.” He narrated in shocking detail the “strange cruelties” carried out by
“the Christians,” including the burning alive of men, women, and children and
the imposition of forced labor. The Indians, he wrote, had been “totally deprived
of their freedom and were put in the harshest, fiercest, most terrible servitude
and captivity.” Long before the idea was common, Las Casas insisted that
Indians were rational beings, not barbarians, and that Spain had no grounds on

which to deprive them of their lands and liberty, “The entire human race is one,”

he proclaimed, and while he continued to believe that Spain had a right to rule

in America, largely on religious grounds, he called for Indians to enjoy “all guar-
antees of liberty and justice” from the moment they became subjects of Spain.
“Nothing is certainly more precicus in human affairs, nothing more esteemed,”

he wrote, “than freedom.” Yet Las Casas also suggested that importing slaves
from Africa would help to protect the thdians from exploitation.

REFORMING THE EMPIRE

Like other Spaniards, Las Casas believed that the main justification for
empire was converting the Indians to Christianity. Spanish cruelty, he
feared, undermined this effort. Largely because of Las Casas’s efforts, Spain
in 1542 promulgated the New Laws, commanding that Indians no longer be

What were the chief features of the Spanish empire in America?
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enslaved. Not everyone welcomed the change. Gonzalo Pizarro, brother of the
conqueror of Peru, organized an unsuccessful rebellion in protest. In 1550,
Spain abolished the encomienda system, under which the first settlers had been
granted authority over conquered Indian lands with the right to extract forced
labor from the native inhabitants. In its place, the government established the
repartimiento system, whereby residents of Indian villages remained legally
free and entitled to wages, but were still required to perform a fixed amount
of labor each year. The Indians were not slaves—they had access to land, were
paid wages, and could not be bought and sold. But since the requirement that
they work for the Spanish remained the essence of the system, it still allowed
for many abuses by Spanish landlords and by priests who required Indians to
toil on mission lands as part of the conversion process. Indeed. a long struggle
ensued among settlers, missionaries, and colonial authorities for control of
Indian labor. Each party proclaimed itself a humane overlord and denounced
the others for exploiting the native population,

By the end of the sixteenth century, work in the Spanish empire consisted
largely of forced wage labor by native inhabitants and slave labor by Africans
on the West Indian islands and a few parts of the mainland. Like all empires,
Spain’s always remained highly exploitative. Over time, the initial brutal
treatment of Indians improved somewhat. But Las Casas’s writings, translated
almostimmediately into several Eutopean languages, contributed to the spread
of the Black Legend—the image of Spain as a uniquely brutal and exploitative
colonizer. This would provide a potent justification for other European powers
to challenge Spain’s predominance in the New World.

EXPLORING NORTH AMERICA

While the Spanish empire centered on Mexico, Peru, and the West Indies, the
hope of finding a new kingdom of gold soon led Spanish explorers into terri-
tory that now forms part of the United States. Juan Ponce de Leén, who had
conquered Puerto Rico, entered Florida in 1513 in search of slaves, wealth, and
afabled fountain of youth, only 10 be repelled by local Indians. In 1528, another
expedition seeking plunder in Florida embarked from Spain, but after a series
of storms only a handful of men reached the Gulf Coast. For seven years they
traversed the Southwest until a few survivors arrived in Mexico in 1536. One,
Alvar Nuifiez Cabeza de Vaca, wrote an account of his adventures, including
tales told by native inhabitants (possibly to persuade the newcomers to move
on) of the seven golden cities of Cibola, somewhere over the horizon.

In the late 1530s and 15405, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo explored the Pacific
coast as far north as present-day Oregon, and expeditions led by Hernando
de Soto, Cabeza de Vaca, Francisco Vdsquez de Coronado, and others marched
through the Gulf region and the Southwest, fruitlessly searching for another
Mexico or Peru. Coronado explored much of the interior of the continent,
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discovered neither gold nor advanced civilizations whose populations could
be put to work for the Spanish empire. Spain then neglected the area for
another half-century. It was not until 1598 that Juan de Onate led a group
of 400 soldiers, colonists, and missionaries north from Mexico to establish a
permanent settlement. While searching for fabled deposits of precious metals,
Ofiate’s nephew and fourteen soldiers were killed by inhabitants of Acoma,
the “sky city” located on a high bluff in present-day New Mexico.

Onate decided to teach the local Indians a lesson. After a two-day siege, his
forces scaled the seemingly impregnable heights and destroyed Acoma, killing
more than 800 of its 1,500 or so inhabitants, including 300 women. Of the 600
Indians captured, the women and children were consigned to servitude in
Spanish families, while adult men were punished by the cutting off of one
foot. Not until the 1640s was Acoma, which had been inhabited since the
thirteenth century, rebuilt. Onate's message was plain—any Indians who
tesisted Spanish authority would be crushed. But his method of rule, coupled
with his failure to locate gold, alarmed authorities in Mexico City. In 1606,
Ofiate was ordered home and punished for his treatment of New Mexico's
Indians. In 1610, Spain established the capital of New Mexico at Santa Fe, the
first permanent European settlement in the Southwest.

THE PUEBLO REVOLT

In 1680, New Mexico's small and vulnerable colonist population numbered
less than 3,000. Most were mestizos (persons of mixed Spanish and Indian
origin), since few European settlers came to the region. Relations between
the Pueblo Indians and colonial authorities had deteriorated throughout the
seventeenth century, as governors, settlers, and missionaries sought to exploit
the labor of an Indian population that declined from about 60,000 in 1600 to
some 17,000 eighty years later. Franciscan friars worked relent lessly to convert
Indians to Catholicism, often using intimidation and violence, Their spiritual
dedication and personal courage impressed many Indians, however, asdid the
Eutopean goods and technologies they introduced. Some natives welcomed
them as a counterbalance to the depredations of soldiers and settlers and
accepted baptism, even as they continued to practice their old religion, adding
Jesus, Mary, and the Catholic saints to their already rich spiritual pantheon,
But as the Inquisition—the persecution of non-Catholics—became more and
more intense in Spain, so did the nﬂr:m‘ efforts 10 stamp out traditional
religious ceremonies in New Mexico. By burning Indian idols, masks, and
other sacred objects, the missionaries alienated far more Indians than they
converted. A prolonged drought that began around 1660 and the authorities
inability to protect the villages and missions from attacks by marauding
Navajo and Apache Indians added to local discontent,

What were the chief features of the Spanish empire in America?
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The Pueblo peoples had long been divided among themselves. The Spanish
assumed that the Indians could never unite against the colonizers. In August
1680, they were proven wrong.

Little is known about the life of Popé, who became the main organizer of
an uprising that aimed to drive the Spanish from the colony and restore the
Indians’ traditional autonomy. A religious leader born around 1630 in San
Juan Pueblo in present-day New Mexico, Popé first appears in the historical
record in 1675, when he was one of forty-seven Pueblo Indians arrested for
“sorcery”—that is, practicing their traditional religion. Four of the prisoners
were hanged, and the rest, including Popé, were brought to Santa Fe to be pub-
licly whipped. After this humiliation, Popé returned home and began holding
secret meetings in Pueblo communities.

Under Popé’s leadership, New Mexico's Indians joined in a coordinated
uprising, Ironically, because the Pueblos spoke six different languages, Spanish
became the revolt’s “lingua franca” (a common means of communication among
persons of different linguistic backgrounds). Some 2,000 warriors destroyed
isolated farms and missions, killing 400 colonists, including 21 Franciscan
missionaries. They then surrounded Santa Fe. The Spanish resisted fiercely
but eventually had no choice but to abandon the town. Most of the Spanish
survivors, accompanied by several hundred Christian Indians, made their way
south out of New Mexico. Within a few weeks, a century of colonization in the
area had been destroyed. From their own point of view, the Pueblo Indians had
triumphantly reestablished the freedom lost through Spanish conquest.

The Pueblo Revolt was the most complete victory for Native Americans
over Europeans and the only wholesale expulsion of settlers in the history of
North America. According to a royal attorney who interviewed the Spanish
survivors in Mexico City, the revolt arose from the “many oppressions” the
Indians had suffered. The victorious Pueblos turned with a vengeance on all
symbols of European culture, uprooting fruit trees, destroying cattle, burning
churches and images of Christ and the Virgin Mary, and wading into rivers
to wash away their Catholic baptisms. They rebuilt their places of worship,
called “kivas,” and resumed sacred dances the friars had banned. “The God of
the Spaniards,” they shouted, “is dead.”

Cooperation among the Pueblo peoples, however, soon evaporated. By the
end of the 1680s, warfare had broken out among several villages, even as
Apache and Navajo raids continued. Popé died around 1690. In 1692, the Span-
ish launched an invasion that reconquered New Mexico. Some communities
welcomed them back as a source of military protection. But Spain had learned
a lesson. In the eighteenth century, colonial authorities adopted a more toler-
ant attitude toward traditional religious practices and made fewer demands
on Indian labor.
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THE FRENCH AND DUTCH EMPIRES

If the Black Legend inspired a sense of superiority among Spain’s European
rivals, the precious metals that poured from the New World into the Spanish
treasury aroused the desire to try to match Spain’s success. The establishment
of Spain’s American empire transformed the balance of power in the world
economy. The Atlantic replaced the overland route to Asia as the major axis
of global trade. During the seventeenth century, the French, Dutch, and
English established colonies in North America. England’s mainland colonies,
to be discussed in the next chapter, consisted of agricultural settlements with
growing populations whose hunger for land produced incessant conflict with
native peoples. New France and New Netherland were primarily commercial
ventures that never attracted large numbers of colonists. More dependent on
Indians as trading partners and military allies, these French and Dutch settle-
ments allowed Native Americans greater freedom than the English.

FRENCH COLONIZATION

The first of Spain's major European rivals to embark on New World explora-
tions was France. The French initially aimed to find gold and to locate a North-
west Passage-—a sea route connecting the Atlantic to the Pacific. But the hopes
of the early French explorers were soon disappointed, and North America
came to seem little more than a barrier to be crossed, not a promising site for
settlement or exploitation. For most of the sixteenth century, only explorers,
fishermen, pirates preying on Spanish shipping farther south, and, as time
went on, fur traders visited the eastern coast of North America. French efforts
to establish settlements in Newfoundland and Nova Scotia failed, beset by
native resistance and inadequate planning and financing. Not until the
seventeenth century would France, as well as England and the Netherlands,
establish permanent settlements in North America.

The explorer Samuel de Champlain, sponsored by a French furtrading
company, founded Quebec in r608.In 1673, the Jesuit priest Jacques Marquette
and the fur trader Louis Joliet located the Mississippi River, and by 1681
René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, had descended to the Gulf of Mexico,
claiming the entire Mississippi River valley for France. New France eventually
formed a giant arc along the St. Lawrence, Mississippi, and Ohio rivers.

Until 1663, when the population ofd uropean origin was fewer than 3,000,
French Canada was ruled by the Com any of New France through a governor-
general appointed in Paris. There was no representative assembly. In that year,
the French government established a new company. It granted land along the
St. Lawrence River in seigneuries to well-connected nobles and army officers

What were the chief features of the French and Dutch empires in North America?
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"THE NEW WORLD—NEW FRANCE AND

NEW NETHERLAND, ca. 1650
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New France and New Netherland. In comparison to New Netherland, New France was
sparsely populated.
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commerce, and Amsterdam was Europe's foremost shipping and banking center.
The small nation had entered a golden age of rapidly accurmulating wealth and
stunning achievements in painting, philosophy, and the sciences. The Dutch
invented the joint stock company, a way of pooling financial resources and
sharing the risk of maritime voyages, which proved central to the development
of modern capitalism. With a population of only 2 million, the Netherlands
established a far-flung empire that reached from Indonesia to South Africa and
the Caribbean and temporarily wrested control of Brazil from Portugal.

DUTCH FREEDOM

The Dutch prided themselves on their devotion to liberty. Indeed, in the early
seventeenth century they enjoyed two freedoms not recognized elsewhere in
Europe—freedom of the press and broad religious toleration. Even though
there was an established church, the Dutch Reformed, individuals could hold
whatever religious beliefs they wished. Amsterdam had become a haven for
persecuted Protestants from all over Europe, including French Huguenots,
German Calvinists, and those, like the Pilgrims, who desired to separate from
the Church of England. Jews, especially those fleeing from Spain, also found
refuge there. Other emigrants came to the Netherlands in the hope of shar-
ing in the country's prosperity. During the seventeenth century, the nation
attracted about half a million migrants from elsewhere in Europe. Many of
these newcomers helped to populate the Dutch overseas empire.

FREEDOM IN NEW NETHERLAND

Despite the Dutch reputation for cherishing freedom, New Netherland was
hardly moc,mn:ma democratically. New Amsterdam, the main population cen-
ter, was essentially a fortified military outpost controlled by appointees of the
West India Company. Although the governor called on prominent citizens for
advice from time to time, neither an elected assembly nor a town council, the
basic unit of government at home, was established.

In other ways, however, the colonists enjoyed more liberty, especially in
religious matters, than their counterparts elsewhere in North America. Even
their slaves possessed rights. The Dutch dominated the Atlantic slave trade in
the early seventeenth century, and they introduced slaves into New Nether-
land as a matter of course. By 1650, the colony’s 500 slaves outnumbered those
in the Chesapeake. Some enjoyed “half-freedom”—they were required to pay
an annual fee to the company and work for it when called upon, but they were
given land to support their families. Settlers employed slaves on family farms
or for household or craft labor, not on large plantations as in the West Indies.

Women in the Dutch settlement enjoyed far more independence than in
other colonies. According to Dutch law, married women retained their separate
legal identity. They could go to court, borrow money, and own property. Men

What were the chief features of the French and Dutch empires in North America?

' Fort nitiss. Amflordon op de Hanakeas

A view of New Amsterdam from 1651 illustrates both the tiny size of the outpost but also its
status as a center of international trade between Europeans and Native Americans.

were used to sharing property with their wives. Their wills generally left their
possessions to their widows and daughters as well as sons. Margaret Harden-
broeck, the widow of a New Amsterdam merchant, expanded her husband’s
business and became one of the town's richest residents after his death in 1661.

Most striking was the religious toleration that attracted to New Netherland
a remarkably diverse population. As early as the 1630s, at least eighteen lan-
guages were said to be spoken in New Amsterdam, whose residents included
notonly Duich settlers but also Africans, Belgians, English, French, Germans,
Irish, and Scandinavians. Meanwhile, Puritan emigrants from New England
established towns on Long Island. Religious toleration extended not only to
Protestants but also to Catholics and, grudgingly, to Jews. Twenty-three Jews
arrived in New Amsterdam in 1654 from Brazil and the Caribbean. Referring
to them as “members of a deceitful race,” Governor Peter Stuyvesant ordered
the newcomers to leave. But the company overruled him, noting that Jews at
home had invested “a large amount of capital” in its shares.

SETTLING NEW NETHERLAND

In an attempt to attract settlers to North America, the Dutch West India
Company promised colonists not only religious toleration but also cheap
livestock and free land after six years of labor. Eventually, it even surrendered
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