Article 22

One hundred and fifty years ago the people attending the first Women’s
Rights Convention adopted the radical proposition that

By Constance Rynder

YHE ANNOUNCEMENT OF an up-
coming “Woman’s Rights Con-
#&. vention” in the Seneca County
Courier was small, but it attracted Char-
lotte Woodward’s attention. On the
morning of July 19, 1848, the 19-year-

old glove maker drove in a horse-drawn

wagon to the Wesleyan Methodist
Chapel in the upstate New York town of
Seneca Falls. To her surprise, Woodward
found dozens of other women and a
group of men waiting to enter the
chapel, all of them as eager as she to
learn what a discussion of “the social,
civil, and religious rights of women”
might produce.

The convention was the brainchild of
32-year old Btizabettr fanton,

daughter of Margaret and Judge Damiel
Cady and wife of Henry Stanton. a
noted abolitionist politician. Born in
Johnstown, New York, Cady Stanton
demonstrated both an intellectual bent
and a rebellious spirit from an early age.
Exposed to her father’s law books as
well as his conservative views on
women, she obiected openly to the legal

Wthh “Women of her daymn
1840 she provoked her father by mar-
rying Stanton, a handsome, liberal re-
former and further defied convention by
deliberately omitting the word “obey”
from her wedding vows.
Marriage to Henry Stanton_brought
Elizabeth Cady Stanton—she insisted
on retaining her maiden name—into

contact with other mdependent mmded
women. The ne

vention in London Where, much to their
chagrin, women delegates were denied
their seats and deprived of a voice in the
proceedings.
visitors’ gallery, the seven women lis-
tened in stunned silence as the London
credentials committee charged that they
were “constitutionally unfit for public
and business meetings.” It was an insult
Cady Stanton never forgot.

Among the delegates was Lucretia
Cofﬁn Mott, a & a liberal | chl\s1te Q_uELEer
preacher “and an accomphshed d public
speaker in the American abolitionist
movement, who was also disillusioned
by the lack of rights granted women. A
mother of six, Mott had grown up on
Nantucket Island, “so thoroughly im-
bued with women’s rights,” she later ad-
mitted, “that it was the most important
question of my life from a very early
age.” In Mott, Cady Stanton found both

an ally and a role mode. “When T first
heard from her lips that I had the same

. right to think for myself that Luther,

Calvin and John Knox had,” she re-
called, “and the same right to be guided
by my own convictions . . . I felt a new
born sense of dignity and freedom.” The
two women became fast friends and
talked about the need for a convention
to discuss women’s emancipation. Eight
years passed, however, before they ful-
filled their mutual goal.

Banished to a curtamed

1€I1 Are

al”

For the first years of her marriage,
Qady Stanton settled happily into
middle=cl: omestic life, first in
Johnstown and subsequeintly in Boston,
then the hub of reformist activity. She
delighted in being part of her husband’s
stimulating circle of reformers and-in-
tellectuals and gloried in motherhood;
over a l7-year period she bore seven
children. I\I~1“1847 however, the Stantons

moved to Seneca Falls, a sma small, remote
farrmng and rnanufactumn0 commumty

ter Boston, life in Seneca Falls w1th its
routmehousehold “duties seemed dull to
Cady Stanton and she renewed he her‘ pro-

test against glg conditions that limited
women's lives. “My experience at the
World Anti-Slavery Convention, all I
had read of the legal status of women,
and the oppression 1 saw everywhere,
together swept across my soul, intensi-

fied now by _many personal experi—

R et

On July 13, Cady Stanton received
an invitation to a tea party at the home
of Jane and Richard Hunt, wealthy
Quakers living in Waterloo, New York,
just three miles west of Seneca Falls.
There she again met Lucretia Mott,
Mott’s younger sister, Martha Coffin
Wright, and Mary Ann McClintock,
wife of the Waterloo Hicksite Quaker
minister. At tea, Cady Stanton poured
out to the group “the torrent of my long-
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accumulating discontent” Then and
there they decided to schedule a
women’s “convention” for the following
week. Hoping to attract a large audi-
ence, they placed an unsigned notice in
the Courier advertising Lucretia Mott as

the featured speaker.

Near panic gripped the five women
as they gathered around the McClin-
tocks’ parlor tabie the following Sunday
morning. They had only three days to
set an agenda and prepare a document
“for the inauguration of a rebellion.” Su-

‘perV1sed by Cady Stanton, they drafted

a Declarat1 on o
lutlons paraph1as1ng

the Deglaratmn of

22. “All Men & Women Are Created Equal”

Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton
remained close friends
from the time they met in
1851 until Cady Stanton’s
death in 1902. Both

~——women became leaders in

Ind mpendence The document declared‘

that “aH men_ and _wommen are created

equal and “are endowed by thelr ~Crea-

tor w1th certam unahenable nghts ts. . ..

o sentrs

These natural ngh_ts belong equally to
wormen and men, it continued, but man
“has usurped the p1erogat1ve of Jcho_vah
h1ms
for her a sphere of acuon When that be-

lorigs to her conscwnce and to her God.”

s

The result has been “the est%TTent s

of an absolute tyranny over “her”

[V —

There followed : a spec1ﬁc catalog of
IIIJUSUCCS Women were demed access to
hlgher educaggn the professions, and
the pulpit, as well as equal pay for equal
work. If married they had no property
rights; ¢ cven the 1 wages M_ta}iey earned le-
gally _be belongedmwtomwthelr husbands.
Womwe subject_fo_a high_moral
code, , yet leoaﬂy bound to tolerate moral
‘Elfilggl}i{lgﬁs in 7thexr husbands Wives

could_be pumsh ,Mand it d1vorced a
mother had no child custody ‘rights. In
‘every way, man has endeavored to de-
stroy [woman’s] confidence in her own
powers, to lessen her self-esteem, and to
make her willing to lead a dependent
and abject life” Above all, every woman
had been deprlved “of “her 1na1132§slzﬂle

right to. the electlve franchlse

Eleven resolutions demanding re-
dress of these and other grievances ac-
companied the nearly 1,000-word
Declaration. When Cady Stanton 1in-
sisted upon including a resolution favor-
ing voting rights for women, her
otherwise supportive husband threatened
to boycott the event. Even Lucretia Mott
warned her, “Why Lizzie, thee will

T

the fight for women’s
equality. Lucretia Mott
was another of the great
women of the nineteenth
century.

make us ridiculous!” “Lizzie,” however,
refused to yield.
Although the gathering was a con-

vention for and of women, it was re-__

garded as unseemmgly for a lady to
conduct a public meeting, so Lucretia’s
husband, James Mott, agreed to chair
the two-day event. Mary Ann McClin-

- tock’s husband, Thomas, also partici-

pated. Henry Stanton left town.

When the organizers arrived at the
Wesleyan Chapel on the moming of
Wednesday, July 19, they found the door
locked. No one had a key, so Cady Stan-
ton’s young nephew scrambled in
through an open window and unbarred
the front door. As the church filled with
spectators, another dilemma presented
itself. The first day’s sessions had been
planned for women exclusively, but al-
most 40 men showed up. After a hasty
council at the altar the leadership de-
cided to let the men stay, since they
were already seated and seemed genu-
inely interested.

Tall and dignified in his Quaker garb,
James Mott called the first session to or-
der at 11:00 AM. and appointed the
McClintocks” older daughter (also
named Mary Ann) secretary. Cady Stan-
ton, in her first public speech, rose to
state the purpose of the convention. “We
have met here today to discuss our rights
and wrongs, civil and political” She
then read the Declaration aloud, para-

graph by paragraph, and urged all pre-
sent to participate freely in.the discus-
sions. The Declaration was re-read
several Emes Qwam:ﬁiectifaaﬁhadopted
unammous_y Both Lucretia Mott and
Cady Stanton addressed the afternoon
session, as did the McClintock’s
younger daughter, Elizabeth. To lighten
up the proceedings, Mott read a satirical
article on “woman’s sphere” that her sis-
ter Martha had published in local news-
papers. Later that evening, Mott spoke
to the audience on “The Progress of
Reforms.”

The second day’s sessmns were given

feared, thwwed to
be the ninth—the suffrage resolution.
The otmd unanimously. Ac-

go;&inﬂ to any Stanton’s account, most
of those who opposed this resolution did
so because they believed it would com-
promise the others. She, however, re-
mained adamant. “To have drunkards,

idiots, horse racing rum-selling rowdies,

“ignorant foreigners, and silly boys fully

recognized, while we ourselves are
thrust out from all the rights that belong
to citizens, 1s too grossly insulting to be
longer quietly submitted to. The right is
ours. We must have it.” Even Cady Stan-
toanot have carried
the day but for the support she received
from ex-slave and abolitionist Frederick
Douglass, editor of the antislavery news-

Baper, North Star. “Right is of no sex,”

he argued; a woman is “justly entitled
to all we claim for man.” After much
heated debate the ninth resolution
passed, but by only a small majority.

“Thoias McClintock presided over
the final session on Thursday evening
and read extracts from Sir William
Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws
of England that described the status of
women in English common law. Cady
Stanton took - questions before short
speeches were given by young Mary
Ann  McClintock and  Frederick
Douglass. Lucretia Mott closed the
meeting with an appeal to action and
one additional resolution of her own:
“The speedy success of our cause de-
pends upon the zealous and untiring ef-
forts of both men and women, for the
overthrow of the monopoly of the pul-
pit, and for securing to women of equal
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3 < NATIONAL CONSOLIDATION AND EXPANSION

participation with men in the various
trades, professions, and commerce.” It,
too, passed unanimously.

In all, some 300 people attended the
Seneca Falls Convention. The majority
were ordinary folk like Charlotte Wood-
ward. Most sat through the 18 hours of
speeches, debates, and readinos One

ing Woodward) and 32 “men 1€
the final draft of the Declaration of Sen-
timents and Resolutrons Women’s
nUhts as a separate 1etorm mougmznt
had been born. R

““Préss_ coverage was _ surprisingly
broad and generally venomous, particu-
larly on the subject of female suffrage.
Philadelphia’s Public Ledger and Daily
Transcript declared that no lady would
want to vote. “A woman is nobody. A
wife is everything. The ladies of Philadel-
phia... are resolved to maintain their
rights as Wives, Belles, Virgins and
Mothers.” According to the Albany Me-
chanic’s Advocate, equal rights would

“demoralize and degrade fwomemntfront

their high sphere and noble destiny . . .
and prove a monstrous injury to all man-
kind” The New York Herald published
the entire text of the Seneca Falls Dec-
laration, calling it “amusing” but con-
ceding that Lucretia Mott would “make
a better President than some of those
who have lately tenanted the White
House.” The only major paper to treat
the even( seriously was the Tiberal New
York Tribune, edited by Horace Greeley,
who found the demand for equal politi-
cal Tights improper, yet “however un-
wise and mistaken the demand, it is but
the assertion of a natural right and as
such must be conceded.”

Stung by the public_outcry, many
orwlnal signers begged to _have their
names 1es removed from the Declaration.
“Our ‘Our Trends gave s e cold s shoulder,
and felt themselves disgraced by the
whole proceeding.” complained Cady
Stanton. Many women sympathrzed
with the CONVETONS goals but feared
the stlgma na attached to attending any fu-
ture ture meefings. T am with you thor-
oughly, oughly” said the wife of Senator
William Seward, “but I am a born cow-
ard. There is nothing I dread more than
Mr. Seward’s ridicule” Even the
McClintocks and the Hunts refrained

128

= thinking,

As Cady Stanton
later put it,
“I forged the thunderbolts
and she [Susan B.
Anthony] fired them.”

from active involvement in women’s
rights after the Seneca Falls Convention.

But Cady Stanton saw opportunity in
public._criticisi, ~Tmagiie the publicity
given our ideas by thus appearing in a
widely circulated sheet like the Herald!”
she wrote to Mott. “It will start women
and men, too.” She drafted
]encrthy res_ponses to_ _every negative
}_‘gt_thehrefd‘rﬁrr?ehr‘swshrdeﬁofrthe issue to
the readers. Mott sensed her JOLinoer
“col __eg_g_u@_ﬁm__‘f_uﬂtll_r.@_lﬂle “Thou art so
wedded to this cause,” she told Cady
Stanton, “that thou must expect to act
as pioneer in the work”

- News of the Seneca Falls Convention

>

spread erb,animsmnm spate.of
reﬂlonal women’s rights meetings. Be-
gmwn-rng with a follow-up meeting two
weeks later in Rochester, New York, all
subsequent women’s rights forums fea-
tured female chairs. New England abo-
litionist Lucy Stone organized the first
national convention, held in Worcester,
Massachusetts, in 1850. Like Cady Stan-
ton, Stone saw_the connWeen
‘black emancipation and female &manci-
patlon When_criticized for mcludrng
mw _rights in her anti-slavery
speeches Stone couﬂnpter_ed I was.a

‘must speak for the women.

AKER _REFQORMER Susan B

> life-long pohtrcal partnershlp Bound to

famlly, Cady Stanton wrote dIthleS
speeches and letters;” Anthony, who

. A ———

turin ng and organrzrng women's_Tights
assocratrons As Cady Stanton later put
it, “T forged the thunderbolts and she fired
them.” In time, Susan B. Anthony’s name
became synonymous with women’s rights.

Women's rights conventions were held
annual 1ally until the Civil War, , drawing most
of their support from the abolitionist and

> temperance movemé'ﬁf'"’A"fterwt'Hem war,

feminist leaders spht Hoyer the ex exclusron

the Negro S Hour and that the i mclusron
of female suﬁrage would Jeopardlze pas—

sacre of the Frfteenth Amendment to the

7 Amendment. Therr protest ahenated the
more cautious wing of the Tnoverrrent )

» and_produced’ two eompetrng suffrage
organlzatronbs‘*‘w

In 1869, Lucy Stone, Julia Ward
Howe—well known author of “Battle
Hymn of the Republic’—and others
formed the moderate American Woman
Suffrage Association, while Cady Stan-
ton, Anthony, Martha Wright, and the
radical faction founded the National
Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA):
Lucretia Mott, now an elderly widow,
sought in vain to reconcile the two camps.

Both_organizations sought political.

equahty for women, but the more radi-
cal NWSA actrvely promoted issues_be-

-~ yond suﬁrage Guided by the original

Seneca Falls Resolutions, the NWSA

trces that d1scr1mmated against women,
and called for divorce law w_reform, equal

pay, access to higher education and the

Anthony joined the women’s
rights ts moverient 1 1852, She
had heard about the Seneca
Falls Con\Wurse and her par-
ents and sister had attended the 1848
Rochester meeting. Initially, however,
she deemed its goals of secondary im-
portance to temperance and abolition.

2 All that changed in 1851 when she met

Cady Stanton, with whom she formed a

professions, reform of organized religion,
and a total rethinking of what constrtuted
a “‘woman’s sphere Cady Stanton
spoke “about women’s sexuality in pub-
lic and condemned the Victorian dou-
ble standard that forced wives to
endure drunken, brutal, and licentious
husbands. Anthony countenanced—and
occasionally practiced—civil disobedi-
ence; in 1872 she provoked her own







