13th_Warrior_Viewing_Notes
1. You should know first that this movie is based upon a novel by Michael Crichton called Eaters of the Dead.
2. Crichton’s novel is his attempt to make Beowulf attractive to a modern audience.

3. The frame of the movie is based upon an actual medieval travel narrative by a Muslim, Ibn Fadlan who traveled up the Volga River and interacted with Vikings, whom he called the Rus, in about 920.
4. He describes them as intimidating, impressive physically, but culturally disgusting.

5. So the contrast between Banderas’ character and the Vikings or Norsemen is based upon that.

6. The rest of the novel is loosely based upon Beowulf, but with a naturalizing twist.

7. Look for the Viking or Germanic scenery: ships, swords, clothing, architecture.

8. These are Vikings, North Germanic, rather than Saxon or Frank, thus West or East Germanic, but the similarities are there.

9. Note the pagan religion of the Rus.

10. Note the ship burial and human sacrifice.  A ship burial is described in Beowulf but not sacrifice.

11. The enemy is called the Wendol, a kind of bear dressing, pre-homo sapian group lead by a strange priestess with some wicked poisoning.

12. There was an early tradition among Germanic warriors of dressing in bear shirts and going bear crazy for battle.  They were called berserkers, from which we get the word berserk.

13. Beowulf’s name may mean bear.

14. The early attacks are like that of Grendel in Beowulf; the descent into the priestess cave is like that of the attack on Grendel’s mother; finally that last battle wherein the Wendom coming at night with torches resemble a dragon and thus is Crichton’s believable version of Beowulf’s battle with a dragon.

15. Note the scene wherein one of the Vikings pays wergild.
16. Note the heroic code that all the warriors adhere to.

17. Note the love of mead, an alcoholic drink, that the teetotaling Muslim gets drunk on.

18. The king of the Rus is called Buliwyf, very close to Beowulf.

19. Islamic culture is seen as a quite advanced civilization compared to the Germanic one.

20. It’s not a very good movie, but it’s interesting for our purposes in terms of yet another attempt to present a medieval story “historically.”
