Questions to Guide Reading Chaucer’s Nun’s Priest’s Prologue and Tale

What is a nuns’ priest?

It is generally understood that this nun’s priest would be the priest to the Prioresse described in the GP.  You might want at this point to look back at her description and think how this relationship might run.

What are the pilgrims complaining about in the Prologue?

Do we ever learn about the Nun’s Priest?

What is the nature of the description of the poor widow and her land in the opening of the tale?

What kind of character, moral character, is the widow?

What details about her life lead you to that conclusion?

How is the chicken world different from the widow’s world?

How are the chickens described?

What sort of characters to Chauntecleer and Pertelote resemble?

What troubles Chauntecleer and what is Pertelote’s advice?

How does Chauntecleer counter that advice?

Was he right or wrong?

How does the fox deceive Chauntecleer?

How does the rooster deceive the fox?

Is there a moral to the story?

What is all the discussion about fate or “necessitie” and “free chois” on pages 180 and 181 about?  How does it work rhetorically?

What do you make of the return to the frame or widow-land near the end of the poem?

