Questions to Guide Reading of Chaucer’s Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale

Be sure to look at the description of the Pardoner in the GP.
What is a pardoner?

How might you characterize Chaucer’s Pardoner?

Anything about his sexuality?

What of the way he makes a living?

What of his rhetorical abilities?

The Prologue

What kind of tale do the pilgrims think the Pardoner will tell?
What does he agree to tell?

What must he do first before telling his tale?

In what ways does his prologue seem to be a sermon?

What does he preach about?

How well does he know these sins?

What concern does he have for his audience?

The Tale

What is the genre of this tale?

Where is the tale set?

What are the historical conditions of the setting?

Where does the action begin and where does it end?

Who is the old man?

What is the nature of death that the rioters find?

How do the three do themselves in?

In there some mock of the Eucharist in the tale?

What is the last thing he does when he preachers?

How does the Host respond?

What is the overall view of morality presented in this tale?
