First_Knight_Viewing_Notes
1. You will have read Chretien’s Lancelot by now and so you have the “original” story; therefore, it is useful to compare.

2. You have also gotten acquainted with a survey of the High Middle Ages of the 12th or 13th century and thus you will want to see what there is of that survey that you find in the movie.

3. Finally, you have viewed the Clive Owen King Arthur as a comparison.

4. Obviously, this Arthur is not Roman but a 12th century knight.  The armor is a little hard to place, but it’s not the plate armor that we would associate with the 15th century.

5. One thing that seems very odd about the costumes and setting is that it’s all very clean and crisp.  I don’t believe we would see that.  The knights of the Round Table all have matching uniforms and again I don’t believe that would quite be the case.

6. Camelot itself is extremely huge and very fancy.  It looks more Disney than medieval, but the interiors of the churches all reveal Gothic art, and we know that medieval castles were much more colorful than we imagine.
7. You may want to look at pictures of castles, real castles, on the web to see how some of those might stack up.

8. While some aspects of the costume and setting may be intended to give Camelot an otherworldly or theme park feel, the plot intends to be more realistic.

9. Ask yourself how it is the movie makes the adulterous love a bit more understandable.

10. Also Lancelot’s character is made more believable by his past and his devil-may-care manner of living his life.  As with the case in Chretien, Lancelot is mysterious to us in many ways.  

11. Here is made a mercenary of sorts which is not in keeping with his character in medieval Romance but makes sense of his extraordinary prowess in arms.

12. Note the difference between Guinevere’s.  Julia Ormand’s character is very admirable and extremely conflicted and torn.  Not so in romance.

13. Malagant is a pretty evil bad guy and serves as a good version of Meleagant.  The difference is that there is not wise father to assist him.

14. Also, you will of course see right away that nearly all the Lancelot stories involve Guinevere getting abducted and thus rescued by Lancelot.

15. The really huge difference in plot between this and other Arthur stories is having Arthur die in battle against Malagant rather than Mordred and passing the baton, or sword, on to Lancelot.  That appears nowhere else, to my knowledge.

16. The cremation funeral is not in keeping with the practices of the time, but looks more like Beowulf or 13th Warrior and thus makes better movie scene.

17. Finally, this movie removes most of the supernatural aspects of the legends, no Merlin, no dragons or magic rings, etc.

18. Finally finally, the role of religion, while present, is fairly downplayed.  Guinevere has her religious mentor but that’s about it, and it’s statecraft that he discusses.
