King_Arthur_Viewing_Notes
1. You need to have a basic sense of the Arthur story as it is traditionally told.  You can watch another movie, like Excalibur, or read a summary on the web.

2. This version is quite different in that it tries to be faithful to the “historical” Arthur, which puts Arthur as something of a Roman soldier in the sixth century.  Rome is retreating or has retreated and war builds between the Romanized inhabitants of Britain and the Celts to the north.  These are the Woads in the movie; and the Saxons to the West. They are obvious in the movie.

3. What you will want to notice is the dress and stage settings of the movie.  All of which, in spite of much criticism by fanatics, attempts to recreate Roman not High Medieval culture.

4. Note also the presence of the monk Pelagius.  The Pelagian heresy is one of those dealt with by the early Church.  That heresy allows to man much more free will and control over one’s life that is commonly thought.  The Church felt that it ran close to making the Church irrelevant and thus condemned it.

5. The character of Lancelot is famous for his affair with Guinevere; here the story is quite different.  Note the relationships between Arthur, Lancelot, and Guinevere.

6. Also, as you watch the movie, you will see a theme developed between the Roman achievement and the lives of all others.  Arthur idealizes Rome, but the Roman officials and aristocrats show otherwise.  
7. The Woads are demonized, but we learn that they are an oppressed people with their own values, religion, and political causes.

8. The Saxons are seen as barbaric, but a overwhelming fighting force.  Arthur can outsmart them and win for a time, but ultimately by sheer number and strength the Saxons will win.

9. Arthur is quite the good guy in the movie, self-sacrificing at every turn
