Heere bigynneth the Monkes Tale
Here begins the Monk's Tale
De Casibus Virorum Illustrium.
Concerning the Fates of Famous Men
1991         I wol biwaille in manere of tragedie
                    I will bewail in the manner of tragedy
1992         The harm of hem that stoode in heigh degree,
                    The harm of those who stood in high degree,
1993         And fillen so that ther nas no remedie
                    And fell so that there was no remedy
1994         To brynge hem out of hir adversitee.
                    To bring them out of their adversity.
1995         For certein, whan that Fortune list to flee,
                    For certainly, when Fortune desires to flee,
1996         Ther may no man the cours of hire withholde.
                    No man can withstand her onward movement.
1997         Lat no man truste on blynd prosperitee;
                    Let no man trust on blind prosperity;
1998         Be war by thise ensamples trewe and olde.
                    Take warning from these examples true and old.
                Lucifer 
1999         At Lucifer, though he an angel were
                    At Lucifer, though he was an angel
2000         And nat a man, at hym wol I bigynne.
                    And not a man, at him will I begin.
2001         For though Fortune may noon angel dere,
                    For though Fortune may harm no angel,
2002         From heigh degree yet fel he for his synne
                    From high degree yet for his sin he fell 
2003         Doun into helle, where he yet is inne.
                    Down into hell, in which he is yet.
2004         O Lucifer, brightest of angels alle,
                    O Lucifer, brightest of all angels,
2005         Now artow Sathanas, that mayst nat twynne
                    Now art thou Sathanas, that mayst not depart
2006         Out of miserie, in which that thou art falle.
                    Out of misery, in which thou art fallen.
                Adam 
2007         Loo Adam, in the feeld of Damyssene
                    Lo Adam, in the field of Damascus
2008         With Goddes owene fynger wroght was he,
                    With God's own finger was he wrought,
2009         And nat bigeten of mannes sperme unclene,
                    And not begotten of man's unclean sperm,
2010         And welte al paradys savynge o tree.
                    And ruled all paradise save for one tree.
2011         Hadde nevere worldly man so heigh degree
                    Had never worldly man so high degree
2012         As Adam, til he for mysgovernaunce
                    As Adam, until he for misconduct
2013         Was dryven out of hys hye prosperitee
                    Was driven out of his high prosperity
2014         To labour, and to helle, and to meschaunce.
                    To labor, and to hell, and to ruin.
