Notes on the Nun’s Priest’s Tale (Very Brief Ones)
Prologue

The major issues here are with poetics.  What constitutes a well told tale?  If you could tell, the Monk has been interrupted by the Knight and then the Host.   The Host tries to convince him into telling something about hunting, but he refuses to do so.

So then the quiet and unassuming Nun’s Priest’s is picked, both here and in the endlink there seems to be some teasing with Nun’s Priest’s, perhaps about being … “henpecked.”
Tale

Source:  It is a beast fable, so Aesop is behind all of these, but the mock romance Roman de Reynart is a much closer source.  Moreover and surprisingly there is a good deal of clerkly lore in the tale as well.  Some of it comes from preachers’ manuals with commentary on rhetoric and dreams.

Genre:  Beast fable and or sermon.  Sermon manuals often included beast fables as part of their repertoire of exempla.

Structure:  The most interesting thing about the structure here is the tale within the tale device.  The main narrative is nested in the narrative about the poor widow and other small narratives are nested within the main narrative.  The effect of this may be two-fold: one, it seems to echo the overall structure of the CT and, two, it would seem to emphasize the fictional nature of the tale or put another way the tale’s emphasis on artifice and fictionality.

Theme:  What is often pointed out about the NPT is that it is a microcosm of the whole of the CT, though parodically perhaps.  Consider, therefore, all the themes that we have talked about that are referenced in the NPT: free will and determinism; rhetoric and fiction making; love; marriage question; governance; religion; dreams; learning and morality.

Tale in Context: The relationship between the NP and the nuns is an interesting one to think about in a dramatic context and in the context of the Battle of Sexes; also, the relationship with the NPT and Monk’s Tale is useful for assaying the theme of poetics and of fortune and the fall.  Finally, the overall structure and theme may comment upon the larger project of the overall efficacy of fiction and language in the world of the pilgrimage.

