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The Transition from Ancient to Medieval

This chapter falls into roughly the following sections:

Fall of Rome

Emergence of Germanic Culture

Papacy

Intellectual Development

Fall of Rome

180 and the end of the Pax Romana

Diocletian and Constantine were strong leaders but could not stem the tide of instability

476 the traditional ending date of the Roman Empire

Gibbon and Others on the Fall of Rome

180 Marks the death of the last of the Good Emperors, Marcus Aurelius, and the beginning of his son Commodus’ incompetent and corrupt rule.  

(The opening of the movie Gladiator represents this change.)  

The attempts to shore up the needs of Rome with its dwindling resources called upon using non-Romans as soldiers and this created a so-called 5th Column problem for Rome, the enemy within.

337 marks the death of Constantine after which Rome was under constant attack from the Germanic tribes and from Atilla and the Huns in the east.

p. 92 “By the end of the fifth century, the Roman empire existed only as an idea and a memory in the West.”

The East continued, what we refer to as the Byzantine Empire, with its capitol at Constantinople

The Greek-speaking East and the Latin-speaking West continued to be neighbors and would always have a certain cross fertilization, but in political terms they drew apart.

Their versions of Christianity grew apart as well and in 1054 they formally separated.

Final point about Roman empire; it was a Mediterranean culture, not a European one.
p. 94 “It is fair to say that one of the achievements of the Middle Ages was the creation of Europe.”

Germanic Culture
Germanic, Muslim, and Celtic Occupations

Some of the Germanic Tribes: Vandals, Goths, Ostrogoths, Lombards, Visigoths, Burgundians, Franks, Saxons (many more)
Arthur’s role against the Saxons

Franks in Gaul

Clovis, Pepin, Charlemagne

Odoacer in 476: Deposed Last Emporer
Germanic Culture

Tacitus 2nd century description

Germanic Christ as a Warrior

“Germanization of Christianity”

Germanic law as personal instead of territorial

Allegiance to group instead of state

Bloodfeuds and wergild
Note some of the strange laws

Trial by combat or trial by ordeal

Germanic and Celtic art non-realistic, must more abstract

Period of violence and chaos after the collapse of Rome

See the entries by Gregory of Tours, particularly bottom of page 100

Despite the violence the major Germanic leaders did not want to destroy Rome; they wanted be continue Rome; see the example of Clovis on page 101 and Charlemagne will appear even more obvious.

Gradually the Germanic peoples began to accept Christianity, a further Romanization in their view.

See Clovis’ baptism and the 3000 warriors baptized at the same time.

Gregory the Great’s Conversion method p. 103; use the pagan temples

Gregory sent monks to convert the English in 597; the southern king Ethelbert was already married to a Christian, so the monks had a easy time.  Yet his son became king as a pagan and thus the kingdom reverted back to paganism.  This happened over and over, but about 664 the island was effectively converted.

Much of the conversion force came also from the Irish.  The legacy of St. Patrick and St. Columba.  The Irish tradition was quite a demanding and serious one.  Take note of some of the laws to regulate the Irish on page 108 and 109.

597 in England: Arrival of St. Augustine from Gregory and Death of St. Columba

One of the most influential Irish monks was St. Boniface (Wynfrith).  He left Ireland on self-imposed pilgrimage or exile and converted the Germans in the early eighth century; he also tightened the connection between the Franks and the Papacy.

In 751 Boniface anointed Pepin king of Franks on behalf of the Pope setting up the political relationship that would result in the Pope coronation of Pepin’s son Charlemagne as the Roman Emperor in 800.

Gregory the Great and the Papacy

Papacy had become weak in the West what with Pagans and Arians running about

But Gregory’s rule (590 – 604) strengthened the Papacy
He reaffirmed the Petrine doctrine of Leo.

He stressed gentle conversion, use of pagan lore, use of art.

Gregory’s writing is highly regarded, particularly Pastoral Care and Moralia.

His work set the stage for Rome’s independence from Constantinople, although this independence was not fully achieved until 751.

Intellectual Developments

Gregory the Great, Gregory of Tours, Jerome, Augustine all responsible for the Medieval World  View but there are important others

Boethius (480-524) politically important intellectual: Most important work: Consolatio de Philosophia (The Consolation of Philosophy)
Consolation – its role in modeling medieval thought, in religion


Lady Fortuna, Wheel of Fortune, Lady Philosophy – five parts, prose and meter.


Free will and determinism debate hugely important

Life as pilgrimage


Mystical journey

Martianus Capella – De nuptio, or Marriage of Mercury and Philology

Seven liberal arts; trivium, quadrivium

Bede – History of the church

Isidore of Seville – Etymologies

Mysticism

Gregory of Nyssa

Pseudo-Dionysius 


Celestial Hierarchies


Divine Names


Neoplatonic thought


Mysticism

Attributes of mysticism

Paradox of gaining knowledge in order to negate that knowledge
Illuminations

Aesthetics of light


Literary description


Analogy to divine


Gothic cathedral

