English 4300
  
  Study Sheet for Test 2 ME
Middle English (dates for external history: 1016, 1042, 1066, 1204, 1215, 1244, 1250, 1337-1453, 1358, 1362, 1415, 1476)

1.  How came the French to England? (Aethelraed the Unraed and Edward the Confessor; William's claim versus Harold,William's style and personality; William's appointments to England)

2.  How came the French to stay in England? (the prestige of French and the development of the Universities; Henry I and Henry II development of an Empire; French literature was the best of this period; French was the language of law, court, church).

3.  How came the French to leave England? (King John in 1204; 100 years' war and rise of anti-French sentiment; rise of Middle class, the non French speaker; by 1250 French taught to upper-class children as a second language; by 1362 English was recognized as the official language for pleading; Henry V ordered his chancery to write in English in 1415)

4.  What are some of the major internal changes from OE to ME in orthography and sound (mostly consonants)?

5.  Discuss the history of the loss of inflections using the handy chart of inflectional loss.  Use an example like swetum or stanum?

6.  What are the changes in the function words (pronouns, articles, proposition, demonstratives)?  Where did she come from ?

7.  What is the nature of the changes in ME lexicon?  What is meant by tri-lingualism in ME?

