Build-a-Paragraph Workshop (Borrowed from Professor McFarland)
 
Topic Sentences, like the thesis, offer arguable claims.
Here are some protocols:
           It must be speculative (it necessitates further discussion/argument)
           It should involve a certain complexity; it cannot be obvious (i.e., restating plot)
           It must be specific (avoid broad and vague statements—“McCandless’s philosophy of individualism teaches us overcome many struggles” or “Krakauer’s work deals with many life questions”).
           It must connect to the central driving analytical claim: the thesis.
 
Observations: An empirical or practical observation about the text that is obvious, conclusive and not debatable. Generally, observations recap the “what” of a text: what the author says or believes, what happens, so forth, writing that lends more to summary than analytical development.
 
Claims: Claims are theoretical statements (derived from a hypothesis or driving theoretical question) that are debatable, matters of interpretation, and therefore require justification and elaboration. It is your job to convince readers of the legitimacy of your claim / driving theoretical idea (presented as the thesis).
 
Part 1 Exercise: Determine which of the statements are claims and which are merely factual observations.
 
1. Thinking of milk will help you realize that it is nourishment, comforting, fulfilling, and healthy but after reading “Beloved” you can start to familiarize yourself with ways of connecting the two together.
2. In the novel, the chokecherry tree symbolizes growth, family and strength in Sethes’ life.
3. Although she loves both her dead child and Denver, she shares a bond with each of them that is irreplaceable. 
4. The spirit of Sethe’s first daughter filled with the anger and rage of not being allowed to live out her life chooses to spend her eternity making sure the only family she has ever known never truly knows peace. 
5. In the narrative, the presence of the ghost manifest itself through reflecting on the past and retaliating and this serves as an indicator of the men leaving the house. 
6. Through pain and suffering, she has still been able to maintain composure and never lose her mind. But from murder to assault, this courageous woman still keeps going despite outrageous events. 
7. As a result, Sethe’s baby’s ghost is haunting her full of fury and confusion due to her loving mother’s intuition. 
8. In the novel Beloved, the main character, Sethes’ understanding of a tree was a drastic reminder of her past life as a slave and what will stay with her heritage forever. 
 
Part 2 Exercise: Identify a claim (one you find compelling and interesting) as the basis of a topic sentence for a paragraph. Select three illustrations from the text (in the form of direct quotations and specific page numbers) that assist your claim. Keep in mind that all textual support should 1) connect to the topic sentence claim and 2) offer fruitful avenues for analysis.
 
Part 3 Exercise: Raise three (3) theoretical questions that can be asked of these illustrations that will lead to compelling analysis and interpretive substance. Hint: Asking “how,” “why” and “so what” questions always lead to analysis.


