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ENGL 1102: English Composition II
TR 3:30-4:45, CRN 80651, TLC 1116
Professor:  
Dr. Patrick Erben
Email:  
perben@westga.edu
Website:  
http://www.westga.edu/~perben/

Office:  
TLC 2239
Phone:
678-839-6144
Office Hours: 
TR 10-12pm, 2-3pm and by appoint.

Class Description:
The course serves as a continuation of English 1101 and as an introduction to more sophisticated study of argument and textual analysis, focusing on the composition of increasingly complex analytical essays about written and visual texts. Students must demonstrate advanced competency in critical analysis and interpretation, while also learning to navigate and incorporate solid, discipline specific secondary research.  The course offers students frequent written and oral feedback on their work and provides opportunities for peer review and group exercises.  
In taking up these tasks, we will investigate complex yet intriguing questions about personal and communal identity in the United States and an increasingly interconnected world.  From Barack Obama’s presidential campaign to Sonia Sotomayor’s nomination for the Supreme Court, recent events have triggered widely publicized and often heated debates about the relationship between personal identity and United States culture, especially questions of unity, diversity, and nationhood.  Yet, these debates too often focus on a single issue—most frequently race or ethnicity—as a seemingly overwhelming or even exclusive factor in determining a person’s identity, outlook, and presumed influence on American society and culture.  The texts we will read, discuss, and write about in this course, however, emphasize that identity—especially in a country made up of immigrants—is always intersectional: who we are is determined by personal experiences, family relationships, and individual ambitions as much as the complex intersection of factors such as gender, race and ethnicity, class, sexuality, physical ability, age, national status, language, and so on.  What is so fascinating about the characters and their stories we will encounter in our readings is that none of them can solely be boiled down to simplified monikers such as “Black,” “Hispanic,” “White,” “Asian,” “Gay,” and “Straight.”  Their complex stories—as well as the story of the United States and its relationship to the world—is far more interesting than that. 
Objectives:
· To develop reading, understanding, and interpreting of a broad range of written and visual texts from a variety of genres, including but not limited to nonfiction, fiction, poetry, drama, and film. 
· To extend the skills of analytical writing, critical thinking, and argumentative interpretation of meaning established in English 1101. 
· To enhance the understanding of literary principles and the use of basic terms important to critical writing and reading. 
· To construct grammatically correct essays using textual evidence from both primary and secondary sources. 
Required Texts & Materials:

· Alvarez, Julia.  How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents.  New York: Plume, 1992.

· Brokeback Mountain. Universal City, CA: Universal Studios, 2006. 

· Tan, Amy.  The Joy Luck Club.  New York: Penguin, 1989.

· Trethewey, Natasha.  Native Guard.  New York: Mariner, 2007.

· Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey.  A Writer’s Resource, 2nd edition.  McGraw-Hill, 2007.

· Additional online reading via library reserve as assigned.  

· A class portfolio folder for keeping up with assigned/graded work.
· A two-pocket folder for turning in essays.

Assignments & Grade Distribution:  In-class writing, quizzes, group work, and other activities will complement class discussions on a regular basis.  As the semester progresses, I will discuss and/or distribute specific guidelines for each written assignment.  Please Note: You must complete all assignments and earn a letter grade of C or better in order to pass this class.

· (15%) In-class writing/homework/quizzes/participation.

· (15%) Textual Analysis One (3 pages)

· (15%) Textual Analysis Two (3 pages)

· (25%) Research Paper. (5-6 pages)

· (15%) In-class Essay Exam I.

· (15%) In-class Essay Exam II (Final).

Grading Summary: 

Papers will be graded according to the following scale: 

	A+ = 98
	B+ = 88
	C+ = 78
	D+ = 68
	F = 50

	A = 95
	B = 85
	C = 75
	D = 65
	

	A- = 92
	B- = 82
	C- = 72
	D- = 62
	


Each student should thoroughly review the FYW program common grading rubrics for out-of-class and in-class essays.  They can be found at the following links. www.westga.edu/~engdept/FirstYearWriting/ENGL1101and1102/OutOfClassWritingAssessment.htm
www.westga.edu/~engdept/FirstYearWriting/ENGL1101and1102/InClassWritingAssessment.htm
Attendance:  Attendance and punctuality are mandatory and key to your success in this course. Arrive to class on time having completed any reading/writing assignments and be prepared to participate in class discussions and group work.  Students will be administratively withdrawn from class based on the following attendance policy.  For classes that meet twice a week, a student is allowed three (3) absences.  Upon the fourth absence, the student will be withdrawn.  Be aware that no distinction exists between excused and unexcused absences.  In addition, students should be aware that if the withdrawal date falls before October 6th, the student will receive a “W.”  If the withdrawal date falls after October 6th, the student will receive a “WF.”  Please note that tardiness will negatively affect your class participation grade and may result in missed in-class work that cannot be made up.  
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Class Decorum: Throughout the semester, we will examine controversial topics, materials, and our critical reactions to them.  Everyone in this class has both the right and the responsibility to express his or her opinions in class discussions and to treat one another’s ideas respectfully and seriously, even if – or especially if – you disagree.  Consequently, ill-spirited discussions, unmerited comments, and intolerance are not permitted in the classroom.  Also, please raise your hand when you would like to have the floor.  This facilitates structured discussion and equal participation.
Disruptive Behavior: Students may be dismissed from any class meeting at which they exhibit behavior that disrupts the learning environment.  Such behavior includes—but is not limited to—arriving late for class, allowing cell phones to ring, and speaking disrespectfully to the instructor and/or to other students. Each dismissal of this kind will count as an absence and will be applied toward the attendance requirements policy above.  FYI— except in cases of illness, I will not allow excused dismissals during class; it is disruptive. Thus, please get coffee, stretch your legs, and take care of other such business before class begins.  
Technology:  As a technology supplemented course, the computers are here to facilitate note-taking, in-class writing, and scheduled research sessions.  Checking email or surfing the web during class time is prohibited.  In addition, do not use personal audio or video devices in-class—such as text messaging and Ipods.  After one warning, abuse of technology during class time will result in either a loss of computer access for the duration of the term or in the surrendering of the personal device for each class period.      
Email:  In accordance with university policy, all email correspondence must take place through the UWG email system.  I will email the class often; therefore, please be sure that your default address is set for your westga account in the Banner student system and that you check it regularly.  Also, please keep in mind that email is professional correspondence; thus, remember to properly address your audience, use the same standards of writing that you would in any paper you write, and sign your email.

Paperless Policy:  As of fall 2006, the English Department implemented a “paperless” policy in its classrooms. Therefore, all materials (handouts, assignment sheets, notes, etc.) will be made available online. Students may print these necessary course documents, including the syllabus, on their home computers.
Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the start of class on the date specified in the course schedule.  If you must miss a class on a date when an assignment is due, you need to make prior arrangements with me to submit your work on time.  Late assignments will be docked at a rate of five points for each day (including weekends) submitted after the due date.  
Make-Up Work & Recycled Papers:  

· In-class work such as quizzes, peer-review, writing workshops, group work, etc, cannot be made up and will count as zeros in the daily grade component.  

· Recycled papers (i.e. turning in papers written for other professors) are not permissible in this class and will result in an automatic zero for the assignment.  

Paper Format:  All papers must be typed, double-spaced, use standard 1 inch margins, and conform to MLA guidelines.  Please use Times New Roman, 12 point font.  Papers must be stapled and submitted in a clearly labeled two pocket folder.  

FYI—All homework should also be typed and follow the standard format outlined here.  

Portfolios: You are required to maintain a folder for this course that contains all of your major graded assignments.  Complete portfolios will count as a daily grade and will be checked during the final exam.  

Recommended Reading:  One of the best strategies for improving your writing and analytical skills is to read widely and critically in a variety of disciplines.  In addition to the assigned texts, I strongly suggest that at least once per week you read editorial and op-ed pieces in national/international news publications and an article in a major, reputable journal.  The West Georgia library has a number of interesting publications available on the shelves and/or on-line, including National Geographic, The New Yorker, and The New York Times.  

Library Construction: The library's 2nd and 3rd floors are closed to access because of construction. 

The majority of the circulating collection is on these floors.  Students needing items from these floors will have to request the items at the circulation desk and library staff will retrieve the items (usually by 5pm weekdays).  This causes a delay of up to one day before receiving the item.  Please plan accordingly.
Optional Revision Policy:  You may revise either textual analysis one or two for resubmission.  If the revised assignment receives a higher grade, it will be used in your final grade calculation in place of the original.  Revised papers are due the day of the final exam, but I encourage you to submit them earlier.  The revision must be substantial and submitted along with the original, graded assignment in order to be considered.
Extra Credit:  There will be two opportunities for extra credit this semester (TBA).  Both opportunities will involve attending a segment of a campus event and successful completion of an accompanying written assignment.  Each opportunity will be worth up to five (5) points—depending upon assignment assessment—and will be applied to a graded assignment at my discretion.    

Conferences:  Each student is required to attend at least one conference with me during the course of the semester.  Having said that, my office door is always open to you.  Please come by during the hours noted on this syllabus whenever you have questions concerning class discussions, need advice or help with reading/writing assignments, etc.  If you cannot attend my scheduled office hours, email me for an appointment.  

Writing Center:  The Writing Center, located in TLC 1201, is a valuable student resource.  Though the center will not proofread or evaluate papers, consultants will question, respond to, offer choices, and encourage revision in student essays.  The center also offers Regents’ Test preparation (reading and essay sections) and help with various citation forms (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc).  This is a free university service for you to take advantage of, and I strongly encourage you to do so.  To schedule an appointment call the center at 678-839-6513.  Also, be advised that the writing center has a “no show” policy.  For more information concerning hours and appointment policies, check out http://www.westga.edu/~writing/ or visit the center located in TLC 1201.  
The Regents’ Exam: The Regents’ Exam is a two-part test of minimum-level reading and writing proficiency.  All students are required to register for and take this exam during their first semester of coursework at UWG.  Students who wish to seek preparation for the exam beyond that provided by this course may visit the Writing Center or the Excel Center.  For more information about the exam, please visit  http://www.westga.edu/~1st/RegFAQ.htm.  For general info see http://www.gsu.edu/rtp and for sample topics  http://www.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/topics.htm. 

Plagiarism & Excessive Collaboration: 

· Plagiarism is a serious offense with severe consequences.  The Department of English and Philosophy defines plagiarism as taking personal credit for the words and ideas of others as they are presented in electronic, print, and verbal sources. The Department expects that students will accurately credit sources in all assignments. An equally dishonest practice is fabricating sources or facts; it is another form of misrepresenting the truth.  The use of another individual’s words, phrases, or ideas without proper citation will result in failure of this course and possible suspension from the university.  As members of the West Georgia community, I expect you to abide by the university honor code.  The University policies for handling Academic Dishonesty are found in the following documents: The Faculty Handbook, sections 207 and 208.0401 http://www.westga.edu/~vpaa/handrev/ and Student Uncatalog: "Rights and Responsibilities"; Appendix J. http://www.westga.edu/handbook/.
· In addition to properly crediting sources, students in 1101 are expected to produce independent writing without excessive collaboration with peers, tutors, or professionals in the field.  In-class activities will, at times, highlight collaborative learning, but excessive collaboration—collaboration that results in the loss of a student’s voice/style and original claims to course-related work—is considered another form of academic dishonesty and will not be tolerated.  

Special Accommodations:  Students in the UWG community have a right to equal access to classes and materials, regardless of special needs, whether temporary or permanent.  Students with disabilities on file with Disability Services will be accommodated in this class per West Georgia regulations.  Please see me immediately for arrangements. Disability services may be reached at (770) 839-6428.

Reading Schedule:  The course reading schedule is available on my website.  
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