ENGL 1102: Composition II
Dr. Patrick M. Erben
Fall 2009
Textual Analysis One (15%)
________________________________________________________

Please read carefully!

Due Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2009, at the beginning of class.
Length: 3 (full) pages, minimum. Times New Roman, 12-point. 
Assignment Description: The first writing assignment of the semester focuses on character development in Julia Alvarez’s novel How the García Girls Lost Their Accents.  You will write a focused, argumentative paper on the development and changes of one of the four girls across time and space (from the DR to New York/U.S.).  The focus of the paper, in other words, will be to analyze the struggles of one character to forge an identity constantly negotiating the differences between both countries, languages, family histories, friendships and relationships, and cultural traditions. Ask yourself how the negotiation of these differences impacts the character you picked personally, emotionally, psychologically, and so forth.  In order to develop your focused, argumentative thesis and paper, choose one of the following writing prompts as a guideline:
a. Memory and Exile: How does the character negotiate memories of both places to carve out an identity doing justice both to their heritage and their new experiences?  Specifically focus on moments and situations in which the desire to hold both in balance is threatened, including the loss or absence of memory.
b. Gender, Sex, and Tradition: How does the character navigate the different expectations regarding gender roles and sexuality in each place?  Specifically, think about their changing relationships to Papi and what he represents.
c. Race and Personal Identity: How does the character’s experience with different racial attitudes and prejudices—others’ perception of her race as well as perception of others’ race—influence their notion of who they are?
d. Language, Place, and Identity: How does the character’s negotiation of language difference, the feeling of linguistic inadequacy or even loss of language, and the struggle with the proliferation of languages and vocabularies (ranging from the language of sex to the language of nuclear war) impact her character and identity development?
e. Space, Environment, and Idenity: How do changing descriptions of the natural and human environment (e.g., from the manicured lawns of the family compound to the suburban sameness of Long Island) reflect changing states of mind of the character as well as her struggle to adapt to these differences?
f. Class and Sense of Self:  How do the changes in class and social status experienced by your character impact her sense of self as well as others, especially her relationship to family members, love interests, servants, school mates, etc.?
Format and Writing:  Please follow MLA rules for paper format (header, page numbers, margins, etc.) and use parenthetical, in-text documentation for all quotations and references.  ALL written assignments MUST include a “Works Cited” list (following MLA rules), even if you only cite a film, image, or the book.  See the green tab (section 6) in A Writer’s Resource for an overview of MLA.  
Please remember that this is an English class; thus, I expect not only correct grammar, punctuation, syntax, and spelling but also attention to style and argument development.  The analysis should advance a focused, argumentative claim and advance this claim in well-developed, coherent, and unified paragraphs.  Given the page-limit, avoid excessively long quotations.  
Grading Criteria:  Each student should thoroughly review the FYW program common grading rubrics for out-of-class essays: www.westga.edu/~engdept/FirstYearWriting/ENGL1101and1102/OutOfClassWritingAssessment.htm 
Paper Submission:  I will collect papers at the beginning of class on the specified due date.  Please staple your papers and place them in a clearly labeled folder.  If you have to miss class on the paper due date, you must make PRIOR arrangements with me.  Otherwise, all late papers will be charged a late penalty of 5 points per day late (including weekends).  
