ENGL 1102: Composition II, Fall 2009
Dr. Patrick Erben
Textual Analysis Two (15%) (Revised 10-2-09)
________________________________________________________

Please read carefully!

Due Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 (at the beginning of class!)
Length: 3 (full) pages, minimum. Times New Roman, 12-point font. 
Assignment Description: The second writing assignment of the semester focuses on Amy Tan’s novel The Joy Luck Club.  You will write a focused, argumentative paper in response to one of the prompts below.  
1. Select one (1) of the four framing devices and argue how it informs your understanding of one (1) of the chapters in that section.

2. Communication (or lack thereof) between mothers and daughters is clearly a main theme in the book.  Select one (1) mother/daughter pair and analyze what wall stands between them and whether or not they can overcome it.  You might consider the following questions as you review the text.  How do experiences of the mothers resonate in the lives of their daughters?  Can one see parallels?  What expectations do the mothers have for their daughters and vice versa?  What obstacles impact their ability to communicate (social, economic, psychological, cultural, historical, etc)?  Does assimilation into dominant Anglo American culture affect their relationship?

3. Consider how violence and pain manifest themselves in each generation, and to what end. Is suffering an integral part of understanding one's heritage, or is it just an unfortunate side effect of digging into the past? Select one (1) mother/daughter pair for your analysis.
4. How do mothers and daughters specifically find ways to survive and resist their multiple oppressions as Chinese American women in this text?   Do they simply adjust to repression/oppression?  Do they bury their own desires?  Do they negotiate or resist patriarchal/imperialist oppression?  Do they succeed and/or fail in their attempts?  Select one (1) mother/daughter pair and analyze the nature of survival.  

5. Argue how Tan uses symbolism in this book by analyzing at least two main symbols.
Format and Writing:  Please follow MLA rules for paper format (header, page numbers, margins, etc.) and use parenthetical, in-text documentation for all quotations and references.  ALL written assignments MUST include a “Works Cited” list (following MLA rules), even if you only cite a film, image, or the book.  See the green tab (section 6) in A Writer’s Resource for an overview of MLA.  
Please remember that this is an English class; thus, I expect not only correct grammar, punctuation, syntax, and spelling but also attention to style and argument development.  The analysis should advance a focused, argumentative claim and advance this claim in well-developed, coherent, and unified paragraphs.  Given the page-limit, avoid excessively long quotations.  
Grading Criteria:  Each student should thoroughly review the FYW program common grading rubrics for out-of-class essays: www.westga.edu/~engdept/FirstYearWriting/ENGL1101and1102/OutOfClassWritingAssessment.htm 
Paper Submission: Please staple your papers and place them in a clearly labeled folder.  Unless we have made prior arrangements, all late papers will be charged a late penalty of 5 points per day late (including weekends).  
