English 4125
Native American Oral Traditions
READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1) What are the functions of each story or specific elements in each story? What do they accomplish for listeners and speakers? What do they explain about the origin of the world, the people, social structures, etc.? 
2) Certain elements in the Native American stories may seem utterly unfamiliar or strange to us and our culture, other elements may seem familiar or almost universal. Can you identify familiar elements? Why are they familiar? Which ones are strange or different to "our" culture? Why? 
3) Can you identify specific/explicit influences of European settlers/explorers/missionaries? How does the story incorporate these influences? 
4) Can we problematize the binary tendencies of “othering” and “familiarizing” in situations of contact between different cultures?  What is the root of these impulses, and how do they affect the perception of the cultural “Other”?

