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Engl 4125-01W: Colonial and Early American Literature
Early America in Narrative, Art, and Film
Dr. Patrick M. Erben

_______________________________________
FINAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION (total: 40% of grade)
1) Description

Generally, your final project should follow the basic research paper format you have learned and practiced in English 1102, Practical Criticism, and other upper-level literature courses.  Thus, I expect you to formulate an interesting, focused, significant, and original thesis/argument; use appropriate evidence to support your claims and answer your questions; use logical development, literary interpretation and analysis (especially “close reading”), and theoretical/critical support to evaluate the primary materials; and, finally, explain why and how your analysis enhances our understanding of the literature, culture, history, art, politics, etc. of early America.  Given the topics of our course, you should focus on one of (or intersections of) the following topics: 1) the literature of contact, conquest, exploration, and settlement; 2) captivity; 3) women’s roles (and gender roles) in the Revolutionary and Early National period; 4) Western expansion and Native American “removal.” Also, I encourage that you explore the interplay between different media or types of narrative, including texts, images (painting, engraving, sculpture), and film.  If you include film, your research paper will basically expand on and deepen the earlier film analysis, especially by analyzing the “cultural work” the film accomplishes or tries to accomplish by adapting early American narratives, themes, and problems in a specific way.  While relating to and deepening the discussions in class, your paper should not presuppose any prior knowledge among its readers (even though I’m the primary reader!).  Rather, imagine a college-level reader with a general and broad, but no specific knowledge of historical concepts, literary history, etc.
2) stages of the project
a) Research Proposal (5%; graded)—Due 11/17
In a 1 (full)-2 page proposal (double spaced), written in complete prose, you should present a fully articulated but still preliminary argument/thesis or specific research question(s), talk about how you want to go about researching your topic, what primary texts you will use (including films, images, and other non-printed materials), what kind of analysis you will do (i.e. your methodology), and what kind of secondary/critical support you may use.  The point of this portion of the final project is to formulate a concise idea of your preliminary argument/claims and explain how you will go about proving it.  In other words, articulate what the point and significance of your work is, whether it is feasible, and why anyone should care!  Since this portion is due along with the annotated bibliography, you don’t need to include specific and detailed descriptions of the secondary sources (although any good proposal will give the reader at least one good teaser from the primary source[s]).
b) Annotated Bibliography (10%; graded)—Due 11/17

This bibliography should demonstrate as fully as possible the state of your research, i.e. it should  include all primary and secondary works (including images, photos, art, etc.) that you consider using in your paper (you are not obligated to include all of them in your final version).  Please list all primary works (including images and films) and secondary works separately.  You do not have to have read all the works fully, but in two or three sentences you should describe (underneath each entry) the main idea/point/argument of your sources and how you will/may use them.  The amount of primary works depends completely on the nature of your project, but try to be as complete as possible at this stage.  The list MUST include at least 8 separate/different secondary sources (which may include literary criticism, history, history of religion, theology, philosophy, etc.).  I do not accept more than 3 sources that are exclusively web-based.  All other sources should be scholarly monographs, essays in scholarly collections, or essays in scholarly journals.  Please ask me if you’re in doubt!  

c) Mandatory conferences: Thursday, 11/19, and Tuesday, 11/24

Please sign up for a time slot on the separate schedule.  During the conference, we will discuss your proposal and bibliography.  The purpose of our meeting will be to refine, focus, and better articulate your thesis/topic/questions, discuss other dimensions of your topic, suggest further research and think about either widening or limiting the scope of your work.
d) Final Project (25%; graded)—Due Monday, 12/7 (by 5pm in front of my office)
Your final project must be at least 8 full pages long (not incl. works cited and not including any images and illustrations, which should be included in an appendix) and be virtually error free.  It must fully comply with ALL MLA rules and be critically, rhetorically, and mechanically (i.e. spelling, grammar, etc.) accomplished.  I will only accept final projects turned in along with the previous assignments (see above) in your portfolio. 
Please keep in mind that I am always happy to assist in any stage of this assignment!  
