English 4125: Colonial and Early American Literature
Film Questions: The New World (Dir. Terence Malick)

______________________________________________________________________

1) Early American literature scholar Annette Kolodny once wrote that “America’s oldest and most cherished fantasy” is “a daily reality of harmony between man and nature based on the land as essentially feminine—that is, not simply the land as mother, but the land as woman, the total feminine principle of gratification—enclosing the individual in an environment of receptivity, repose, and painless and integral satisfaction.”

a. Recall how John Smith followed or appealed to such a fantasy in his most likely invented story of Pocahontas saving his life and subsequently showing her “love” for the English settlers by supplying them with food and other supplies. What is the film’s position on this fantasy? Does it allow us to investigate and understand this fantasy, even critically inspect its possible consequences (such as the assumptions that the American land and its people will “yield” to the male, European conqueror)? Or, does the film buy into the romantic concept of the encounter between white, male conquerors and Native American females?

b. What do you make of the John Smith—Pocahontas “Romance” in this film? Why does the film reiterate this quasi-myth, knowing full well that such a relationship probably never substantiated? What does the final meeting between Pocahontas and Smith suggest (“Did you find your Indies, John?”)
c. How and why is the relationship connected to the land/nature/environment? What is the implication?

2) How does the film in general portray Native Americans? Is there a split or dualistic perception? How representative is Pocahontas? How is Pocahontas portrayed? What has she found, in the end, when she frolics through the English garden? 
3) How is Smith portrayed? Is he portrayed as typical colonist or as an exception? Why? What happens during his captivity?  What is he dreaming of (“Give up the name of Smith…”)? Why is there no chance for a union between Smith and Pocahontas? Why or in what manner does he take on the leadership role when he returns to Jamestown? What is Smith’s motivation for leaving Virginia and leaving Pocahontas?

4) What is different about John Rolfe? What mindset does he represent, what approach to colonization or stage of colonization? 

5) How does the film portray other English explorers and settlers? Are there any distinctions or differences? What happens to European community/culture/society/civilization in the New World? Does the film prefer either European or Native American culture?

6) Overall, does the film make any statements about:

a. The conquest and colonization of America

b. Our present-day relationship to that history

7) Does the way the film portrays this history have anything to do with our own political movement?

8) How does the movie use language? What do you think about the choice to have Pocahontas’s interior monologue in English?

9) What do you think of the use of music? Of cinematic techniques? Especially, how does the film play with perspective?

10) What role does the environment play in the film? For Smith and the English colonists? For Pocahontas? For us as 21st-century viewers?

