Susanna Rowson, Charlotte Temple
Davidson, “For what did the ‘seduced and abandoned’ heroine stand in the social psyche of early America?  Revolution and the Word argues that a community of readers (men and women) turned to the novel as a way of participating in national debates on a range of problems that were both included and overlooked in the nation’s founding documents.”

What are those debates?  

Where/how do they get fleshed out in Charlotte Temple?

How does the novel respond to the questions about women’s roles in the early Republic we have already discussed?

Novel Structure and the Topoi of the early national debate over women (and men):

NB: a “topos” (plural, topoi) is a term from Aristotle’s Rhetoric, denoting a mental “place” or area reserved for the contemplation of a specific notion or ida.  Here, I would like explore the topoi or places in the novel where Rowson discusses the problem of female education, virtue, temptation, seduction, sympathy, etc.  Specifically, I would like to pay attention to the ways in which specific spaces—the Boarding School, the home, the ship, America, etc. become spatial metaphors for the topoi associated with this debate!

Audience: Who are the book’s audiences?  How does the book appeal to each group? How does the author speak to each audience?
1) The Preface
a) Which fears, concerns, and issues does the preface address?

b) What public concerns about novel writing and reading does the preface reflect?

c) How does it deal with or deflect those concerns?

d) Analyze the title!

2) The Boarding School: The Pitfalls of Female Education (ch. 1, 6)

3) Charlotte’s Parents: A School for Virtue?  Or, the Rewards of Sentimentalism (ch. 2-5)
4) La Rue, Or, the Road to Seduction (chapters 6-12)
5) Feel my Pain: Transgression and Parental Suffering (chapters 13 and 14)
6) The “Passage” to America, or the End of Innocence (chapters 15-17)
7) “Charlotte the Harlot?” Or, The Fallen Woman (Chapter 18, 22)
8) Julia Franklin, or the “perfect” woman (chapter 19)
9) Mr. Beauchamp, or the “perfect” husband (chapter 20)
10) The benevolent friend (chapter 21)
11) Belcour and Montraville: Sympathy for the Devil? (chapter 23-25)
12) The Power of Sympathy (or Charity?) (chapters 28-end)
