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Spring 2007

Patrick Erben
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SECONDARY TEXT ANALYSIS
Goal of the assignment:  This assignment is designed to familiarize you with paradigms, questions, and arguments in literary criticism or historiography.  While similar to reviews published in scholarly journals, your assignment does not require an evaluation of the work in light of existing scholarship (thus, you don’t have to read everything else published on the topic).  However, you should emphasize how the work under review illuminates one or more primary texts assigned for class.  

Selection of secondary texts: You may choose a text from the list I posted on our webpage, which consists chiefly of monographs and essay collections.  If you choose a monograph, you may base your analysis on the introduction and a selected chapter or chapters.  You should particularly look for works and sections of works that illuminate our readings.  Additionally, the secondary text may serve as a spring board for your particular interest in searching for a primary text for your Early American Fiction project.  For locating source texts, especially articles, I recommend using the MLA bibliography, America: History and Life, Project Muse, JSTOR, and WorldCat Article First.  
Key elements of the analysis:



-What is the argument or thesis of the text?
· Summarize the work in a short paragraph, especially focusing on scope and support for the thesis/argument!
· What is the methodology?  

· What kind of evidence does the text use? Especially, what kind of research does the text rely on?  (primary, archival research vs. derivative, secondary research?)
· If applicable, how does the text influence or change our reading of texts previously discussed in this course?

· Where do you agree or disagree with the text’s argument or methodology?

· How effective is the argument, methodology, and presentation?

· How does the text connect internal, literary, and formal elements (of a primary source) and external, i.e. sociological, cultural, political, historical contexts?

· What are the pay-offs of the argument and research?

· [If applicable, how does the text interfere or contribute to a larger scholarly discussion on a topic?—You may be able to relate the text’s argument to Davidson’s work, but you don’t have to do any additional research.]

· How would you position the text in disciplinary terms?  Does it follow a strict literary approach?  Does it use interdisciplinary tools, e.g. by drawing from history, American studies, sociology, art history, anthropology, etc.?

· What kind of an audience is the text addressed to?  Is it effective in appealing to that audience?

· What should/would be the text’s primary application or use?  (scholars, undergrads, grad students, general public, etc.)

· What are the text’s limitations and drawbacks?

Length: Between 3 full pages and at most 5 pages.  Please use MLA format in all regards.  The source text, as well as any other references (e.g. Davidson) must be cited parenthetically, with a corresponding list of “Works Cited.”  The publication information should precede your analysis, while your name and home institution should be stated at the end.  

Deadline:  Please send me the citation for your source text by Thursday, February 8!  Your analysis will be due on February 20.  Please send me your analysis as a Microsoft Word attachment only!  I will use the attachments to post your reviews on our webpage!

